
COUNTRY AND SUBURBAN LIFE SUPPLEMENT.

That designed for the Brassicas was filied with
heavy ioamn and dressed with lime and sait, whilst
the soîl for the roots, beans and lettuce was of
lighter texture. Each year the sides are changed
and so the balance is kept. In the second week of
April we sow the fittie English cabbages (f ull of
heart and juice, flavoured like asparagus and utterly
unlike the dreadful "Drumhead*"), smaii Savoys,
"Aigburth" Brusseis Sprouts and early-sprouting
Cauliflower. Thinned out and nourished with
nitrate of soda from time to time, these ail do weli
and ilast on until late autumn. Brussels Sprouts,
by the way, rese«nt summer nourishment, which
sends them to leaf. Chard is better and more iast-
ing than Spinach; Beans, preferabiy "Eariy Mo-
hawkz," have to wait until fear of frost is over and
are thien sown every fortnight until july l8th.
Lettuce can be continued in the samie way. An
asparagus bed was made on, the side of the garden
facing west, and is now beginning to make us a
returni for niany hiard fights with the "beetie."

Six years ago, we ackled to our property by the
purchase of a strip of the old garden, made a
long lime ago, by the Hon. Rupert Wells. It lay
in a hioilow at the south end of our ground. Time
and uinavoidable neglect had filhed it with unwieidy
overgrowth, but once it had been a river bed, a
clay beit ran through it, and dreams of future rose
beds presented themselves to me. There were
difficulties, of course, but the gardener loves these.
Now they have been gradually overcome. First a
rustic summer-house was moved bodily, under the
direction of Mr. Grainger, of Deer Park, and now,
as the photograph shows, it is placed near the upper
rockcry and bas become an indispensable blessing-
a place for meditation and for afternoon tea, a
refuge, later on in the year, fcr delicate plants, and
now, iu deep auitumn, a storehlouse for the leaves
and straw that are to cover the beds.

0~ F course we had to grade to the low er*land, and
now the siope is a dreami of beauty. Yirst

we sowed clover in the dreadful sterile sand, which
we mixed, on the surface, with about an inch of

'ond lepf-mo1llii. flhen having, turned in tIhe clover

One thîng 1 wll add: a splendid English gardener
comes to me for two days and a haif in the week
and renders me invaluable assistance with his skill
and his counsel. AIl the rest is done by' myself,
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snravs of Hia-

'lei, uel 11.
in a bed of

ade upon thf
other spots

for Hybrid

and I can assure intending amateur horticulturists
that their trouble will be well rewarded.

A "Rare" OrchidIN a daily paper it was stated that at the Ontario
Horticultural Exhibition there was shown a

rare Orchid, found in a London (England)
backyard. Tt was corI ectly named, Cypripedîum
spicevianum, but to, describe it as rare or that it
was found as, stated is inaccurate. The writer was
one of the first to examine this flower, which at
that time was rare. It is quite familiar now in
many English greenhouses and came from abroad
with other Orchids, which are always sent as dry
roots. Sometimes a consigniment contains precious
rarities, as the plants are frequently collected out
of the flowering season, hence the collector is un-
acquainted with the character et the kind he is
gathering. That is the. reason rich floral gems,
occur wvheni least expected. This Cypripedium is
niot difficuit to cultivate and should be one of the
first chosen by the beginner in the growing of
Orchiids.

It is usually thought that the Orchid, of which so
much bas been written during recent years, is an
exotic that as regards its cultivation and rarity
stands alone, the aristocrat of the floral world. But
this is a mistace. Many of the Lady Slippers, the
popullar name of the Cypripedium fromn the slipper-
like formation of centre of the flower are in some
instances, C. insigne, for example, almost as tract-
able to manage as, a Geraniuim, and need simiply a
greenhouise ta develop their fullest .growth. The
flowers last two or three weeks after they have been
gathered froni the plant. Tt must not be forgotteni
that soni2e Orchids luxuiriate almost on the snow line.

In a Toronto Garden-China Asters ini FoU Plower.


