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iri CVIL SER<VICE REFORM BILL

T IHE inevitabîe has happened. On lune l7th a Civil ServiceSReformn Bill was int 'roduced into the House of Common 1s, Hon.Sidney Fisher performing the ceremony. The bill establishes anlindependent Civil Service Commission, which will ,hold examrinationsfor admission and promotion. The Commission shall consist of twomem-bers of the status Of Deputy Ministers. The service is dividedinto three classes. The first consists of deputy heads, their assistants,chief and lesser techuical officers, including chief clerks; the second
division consists of those qualified by their duties and the third con-sists of those engaged in copying or routine work. The old a;ct, bow-ever, stili applies to outside service and this flaw bas already beennoted by the searcbing gaze of the Leader of the Opposition.Salaries are stated witb mathematîcal brevity and the inecasesshall be statutory yearly advances of llfty dollars if record Justifies it,also an additional ifty dollars on certificate of ment by the commis-sion~. Ail promotions are by certificate of tbis bo dy which wiIl beguided as to conduct by montbly record kept in the department.

A heavy silence hung upon the House after the introduction ofthis piýomised bill. Its friends and enemies are 'beginning to assertLliemselves but after a somewhat lukewarm fashion. There is a cer-tain degree of genuine reform in the proposed measures; but it isritof a thorouglineas to please the Independents, while it isti~fficently advanced to alarm the party-at-any-price mnembers. TheYeputy Minister stattus of the~ Corngissioners is a. doubtful proposition,ipce the true reformer holds that the office of, the latter should be
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the feeble-minded. Their efforts in various Canadian cities have b(exerted with dignity and effectiveness and it is altogether probathat the task which bas been undertaken in Toronto will be carriout. When the intelligent and unselfish women of the commuiare fully convinced that certain ,conditions are a menace to healreform is likely'to follow.

RELIGION AND AMUSEMENT
CONFLICT between'religion and pleasure is a characteristic ofcivili 'sations in ail centuries. When Bishop Berry arises in tiAmnerican Methodist Conference to declare that the church dare nabandon ber old-time opposition to ail worldly amusements, hie is nidpreaching any new doctrine or souinding any new%ý tocsin. Itis tlsamne old drum. Tbe religious reformers of tbe pas;t two thousaniyears bave ail preached similar doctri ne. Tbe monastery and tliconvent are based upon it in its extremest formi.

If the world were to abandon worldly amusements attogether aBishop Berry and bis enthusiastic applauders advocate, whtwoulbe the resuit? If the theatre were closed, the playing card abolisbecand dancing becamie a lost art, what effect wouild it bave uipon oulives? Would we aIl be more teligious? Wouild we cease to hiand cheat and steal? Wouhd we stop worshipping- the gods oSuccess and Wealh and Rank? Would tbe social evil vanisb? Wouhlwe cease to be envions and covetous and selfish? Would we be mon<likely to love our neie-hbouir niçh,,?'i-
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