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Decreased Losses on B. C 'Cýoa1s1

in British Columbia Coast Forests.

1915 forest fire dàm age ........................................ $85,000
1916 forest fire damage ........................ 10,505
Merchantable timber killed in 1915 ...................... 73 Million feet
Merchantable timber kiHed in 1916, ............ .......... 1,135,000 feet

Of'these amounts, over one-half has been regarded as salvable,

Victoria, B.C., October 30th, 1916. a smaller number until rain came on
Fhe fire season of 1916 has been an October 25th.

eXtraordinary one on the British Col- In September and October 1 the, rnbia coast. Until the last week of spread of fires was checked by damp,
ly the weatherwas particularlyfa- cold nights, and also partly by -heavy

-ý6rable, so thaý during july no fires fôgs. In green timber fireswould not
",,'Dccttrred in the Vancouver and Island run to any serious extent, and were

r 1 est dist ricts. The expenditure for easily held in check by small fire-fight-
-fight i ng during May and june was ing forces. Logging slash was fre' -out normal. commencing, about quently seton fire bY the unavoidableet in hazards incident to logend of july a long drought s gini, and'con-

bich was not broken until October siderable areas were in several cases
h,. making about three months.with cleaned up without ý any damage tà

rdly any rain,' In these months log- timber and equipment, although , in
9 debris became dangerouslY drY, Other cases cut logs, logging equipment

.4d the .hazard wa 1 s intensifièd by dy- and camp buildiqgs were destroyed.
vegetation in the woods and 'on. The fire-fighting expense in Vancou-

,lover areas. ver and Island districts was about
close season ended oti Septeml 500, wWch is only haff the, amount;

t in lýi5.15th, and rnany settlett set Out sPen
ring fires affer the seasôn, Which, The area bUrned over this... year in.

âtroi, ai these two district$ is 10,OW acres, colula few cases got out of cà pared with 140,729 acres in ýl9l5, in_
ugh littie actual dainaje was. cluded in the area burned this season
sed. The openingcý the hctýtin9 is 36b acres rneréfiantabit tirnber and

increased the hUrnaff hazard' ?,648 acres logging slash, etc.,, . .:

c6nsiderably, nürnerous firés :in The darnýge dont last year anlount,,.,
-d ed, to $85,000, so that thls. yeaes 16ù>bg district& being ascfibt to $l0150ee con;P8M, verytource. favorablywitLýthe prëvious ýeasôn.

ý,the end of the close SeasOn, ýS4Pt- I1Ï'all,ý 1,135,000 lect qf meràantawe
t was found inadvisable to distnÎss. tin1bef *as killed on, th.e British Col.

,ýkc Patro, forceý as conditioàs gt uthbia :Coast in 1916,. of wh
ôné-h4lf will be 1 ich about

'timé were Mo than. ge . ithout râtýëh
losa LAst year '1 3 tft 11 ,Ïeêt ýVerg.

had been at aný. Pt*eOOus. time killéd, of whith about ý rniiilân fec
,Year. Twelve orfifteen gu&r4s wài reckontd ta e. salva le 1. béing ac.
,kept on. duty utail Sept, 3004 andý', cessible f0f, it=ediate' log ng:


