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‘“ ance of my official relations with your public men is the Parlia nent of .C‘mada..‘ {Cheers.)
“ In fact, I suppose I'am the only person in the Dominion whose faith in thg wisdom and
“the infullibility of Parlinment is never shaken. (Great laughter.)  Kach of you,‘
“ gentlenton, only lLelieve in Pavliament so long as Parlinnent acts accor:dmg to your
“ wishes—(cheers and lauzhter)-—and convictions. L gentlemen, believe in Parliament
:: no matter which way it votes —(laughtor)---and to those men alone whom the dellbeltato
N \Vll! of the ccnfedernted Parlinment of the Domin}ou may assign to me as my re;gonsxble
. advisers ean I give my confidence. (‘(T‘heo.rs_.) Whether t]loy ave t.lm‘hea.ds]of t l(l; P‘“"ﬁ)’ _
. or of that party must be a matter of nnluh-rel!cu to .tho ({Ol\‘t‘l‘nﬂl‘-bel)(‘l.‘& . (Cheers.)

Sp long ay they are maintained by Parliament in thoir position, so long is he l{om\d to
:: g1ve them this unreserved confiden-e, to defer to their advice, and loyally to assist them

with Lis connsels. (Applause.)  Whenever, in the vicigsitudes of party warfare, they
“ arercplaced by others.— (lnughter) —he welcomes their snccessors with an equally open and
“loyu! regard.  (Cheers.) Such private friendships as he may have formed he may h;}ve
“a right to vetain. (Hear, hear) As a reasonable beiug he cannot help ‘ha\‘mg
‘“ convictions upon the merits of difierent policies—(hear)—but these considerations ave
“ abstract, speculative and devoid of practical effect on his oficial relationt. (Cheers.)
“ Ay the head of a constitusional State, ns engaged in the administration of Parliamentary
 Government, he has no political friends ; still less need ke have political enemies.
* (Great cheering.) The possession, or even to be suspected of possessing either, destroys
“ his usefulness,  (Loud cheers.) Sometimes, of course, no’ 1ntter how disconnected he
* personally may be with what is taking place, his name will get dragged into some
“* controversy, and ho may suddenly fiud himself the subject of hostile criticism by the
“ press of whatever party may for the moment be out of humor.  (Laughtes) DBut, under
“ these circumstances, ho must console himself with the rellection that these spasmodic
¢ censtigations—(laughter) - aro as transitory and innocuous—(great laughter)—as the
““ discipline applied occasionnlly to their idols by the unsoplisticated worshippers of
“ Mumbo Jumbo— (immense laughter) —whon their harvests are short or a wmwurrain
¢ visits their flocks. (Cheers.) For, gentlemen, of this I am certain : although he may
* sometimes err in his judgment, or fuil in serving you as effectually as he might desire,
“ a Viceroy who honestly seeks to do his duty —(cheers) —to whom the interesta of Lanada
* arv aa precious and her honour as dear as his own-—(immense cheering)—who steers
“ unmoved ,un even course, indifferent to pruise or Llame, between the political
¢ contenticus of the day-- (cheers)—cnn never appeal in vain to the confidence and
«* generosity of the Canadian people. (Immense nppllausu.)"

But though keeping my final decision In suspense, my mind was much occupied, as
Your Lordstip may imagine, with the consideration of the various courses open to me.
On vne point I wus quite clear--namely, that it would notbe vight for e to countenance
f-he settlement of the sericus issues mised between my Ministers and their opponents—-
involving, a3 they did, the personal honor of the most eminent men in Canada, the fate
of my Minisiry, and tho publio credit of the country—except at the hands of a full
Parlinment, in Which the distant provinces of the Dominion wers ns well represented as
those of Untario-and Quebeo. .

A8 I have alrendy describod to Your Lordship in the earlier part of this
despatch, before Parliment adjourned on the 3wl of May, I had caused it to
bo announced to Loth Houses that Prorogation would take place on the 13th of August.
018 arrangement, 1 have no hesitation in sayinz, was agreeable to what were then the
Views of the mujority both in the Senate and in the House of Commous. On the faith
of this pledge, wany gentlewen were gone to so great a distance that it was physically
Impossible for them to be recalled, and it so happened, trom causes to which I have
:‘h‘:‘ Y veferred, that by far the larger proportion of these absentees were supporters of
on th Overnment,  All the Members from British Columbia, except Siv F. Hincks, were

® wrong side of the Rocky Mountains. Some Ministerialista were in Europe, as 1



