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Ottawa, by way of Frenchi River and Lake Nipissing. A decidedly inde-

pendent young lady poet-artist, travelling te Mackinaw, employed her

time in sketching wben the assidueus attentions et two young university

graduates permitted it. A prominent Toronto journalist, with a pitiful

look et utter weariness in lis eyes, carne up with us in search et rest and

recreation. Wbien xve saw hiin atterwards, three weeks' fishing and loafing

at Spanish River and Thessalon had made a new mnai et him. But we

may net enumerate even the hait et the pleasant and entertaining acquaint-

anceships we made during the voyage.

At Sault Ste. Marie we inspected the great lock in the canal, watched

somte of our party running the rapids, and visited the Shingwauk and

Wawanosh Industrial Homes for Indian boys and girls. From. the Sault

we ran down te Peint St. Igniace and Mackinaw Island, making a short

pilgrimage te the tomb et Père Marquette at the former place, and te, the

tamous old fort at the latter. There are mnany ether peints et beauty and

interest bere, but these have been se often described that we shaîl pass

thern over.

Our return trip te Collingwood was under blue skies and fair weather,

and altogether our summer in the Maniteulins passed very pleasantly.
SIGMA.

JOTTIYGS ALONG THE C. P. R.

MOSQuITeEs are the enly insect plague et the Columbia Valley ; there are
noblack flues, sand flues, herse-flues, or other obJectienable winged crea-

tures, and neither vermin nor snakes. The chief clin'atic peculiarity et

the present sesason is its dryness. During the seven weeks I have spent

in Donald there have been enly two heavy showers, lasting three or tour

heurs each; consequently, the dust has been at times several inclies deep.

The bush fires have grown and spread in aIl directions, destroying acres et

valuable timber, and tliey must prove an incalculable loss te the country.

The prevalence et smoke ail througrh the mounitain regien lias been a sadl

drawback both te teurists and residents in the enjoyment et the beautiful

scenery between the Summit et the Rockies and the Coast; ini many places

it lias hung over the valleys for weeks at a time, obscuring and blotting

eut the landscape like a thick veil, until dispersed by wind or rain. The

effect, cf this about Donald was almost magical, and reminded me et

the curtain rising on some gigantic transformation scene, as the smeke

clouds would part and roll away oer the tops ef the mounitains, revealing

the magnificent peaks whicli enclose the Valley et the Columbia. As far

as I have ebserved there is little or ne wind in this district, and the quiet

and silence et nature, without song et bird or rustle et leat, are to me a

most striking peculiarity ef the regien. There is a magniticent echo fer

miles along the valley, and the whistles et the locomotives may be heard at

ail heurs et the day and niglit, rebounding througli the recky defiles and

dying away in infinite distance.

I have seen enly one mountain storin, which, strange te say, was rain-

leas. It began en the gloemiest day et smeke, with a roaring noise in the

Selkirk Range (te which we are nearest) like the report et cannon. This

proved te be the crasbing and uprooting et timber in some torest belt far

up on the mountain side ; about our bouse, bc.wever, the trees stood per-

fectly motionless, net a brandli stirring. Twenty minutes later, liowever,

the storm, or, tortunately fer us, the edge ef it, struck the valley, and the

taîl young pines and spruces bent like reeds, while clouds et dust and

smoke rolled along veiling every ebject in a niysterious haît-liglit. The

trees about us were only partially cleared, and protected ene another, but

at a little distance off, on the edge et the highi bank, where they were more

exposed, some twenty er thirty were uproeted, eue et thema falling upon

a lieuse occupied by the Engineer et the C. P. R. and lis family, but

luckily doing ne damage, as it was tee close te the building te bave gained

any purchase in its descent and fell against a solid wall et legs, instead et

crashing upon the roof. This small cyclone lasted about twenty minutes,

and was followed by some heurs et ramn during the niglit.

There are several silver mines in the immediate neighbourhood et

Donald awaiting development, as is the case with al] tha minerai reseurces

of British Columbia at present, ewing te the lack et capital in the ceuntry,

but net te, any want et enterprise, as numerous dlaims have been lecated

and entered. "lPlacer " mining at the Coumbia Lakes has been diligentiy

prosecuted for some time past owing te the simple and inexpensive systemn

employed te, extract the gold dust, which is merely waslied eut of its

gravelly bed in wooden trouglis, threugh which a constant streamr et water

is led. The Chinamen have been particularly successful at this work, and

have carried some thousande et dollars eut et tbe country back te their

native land.

The principal event during my residence in Donald was the visit ef Sir

John and Lady Macdonald te the town, on the 22nd cf July, on their way

to the Pacific Coast, They arrived by a special train at two o'clock, Lady

Mlacdonald creating an immense sensation, as the engine drew near the

crowded plattorm, by her occupation of a well-cushioned seat imrnediately

above the cow-catcher; she had made the whole trip from the Summit down

the Kicking Hlorse Pass on this commanding post of observation, and sub-

sequently continued hier journey to Port Moody without any change of

base (as they did not travel by night), a feat which will doubtless become

historical. Sir John and Lady Macdonald spent only about hait an hour

at the station, just long enough to receive a handsomely engrossed address

presented by Judge Vowell, Stipendiary Magistrate and Gold Commissioner

et the Kootenay District, on behait of the residents ot Donald. As this

document lias not seen the liglit of day in the public press, owing to our

remoteness f rom the centres of civilisation, and as it deals with some of the

important features of the country, I will give it verbatim :

DONALD, B3. C., July, 22, 1886.

Po the Jlighe Honourable Sir John A. Macdonald, G.C.B., e'tc., etc., etc.

Sia,-The people of this portion of Kootenay District have mucli

pleasure in welcoming you to Donald, the iirst place of importance in

British Columbia you reach in your journey fromr the Atlantic to, the
Pacific through Canadian territory.

It must be a great source of pleasure for you to travel over the Canadian

Pacific Railway, whici lias been brouglit to completion with a speed

unparalleled in the history of railway construction, owing alinost entirely

to the support this great enterprise has received fromi your Ministry, but

more especially trom yourself. This important work you are now vîewing,
and it alone would be a sufficient mark to distinguish the career of any

statesman; but in your case it is only one of a large number of great

public works which have resulted fromr your long and successful adminis-
tration.

Until the railway reached this portion of British Columbia, it was

impossible for settiers te core in, and the district was only occupied by a

few enterprising miners, who endured hardships, privations, and dangers

which it is hoped are 110W things of the past. We trust that one result cf

your visît will be. the early opening up for settlement of the Dominion

lands along the line of railway, in order that patrties anxious te become
settlers, and those already settled upon the soul, may have that feeling of

security they require whicli can only be establishcd by the granting of a
title to, the lands they occupy.

We hope and trust you have recovered entirely from your illness of

last winter, and that your valuable services te Canada may be available

for many years te, corne. We have alse much pleasure in conveying te

Lady Macdonald our hearty welcome te the Western Province et the

Dominion, the threshold of whicli you have just crossed, and te wish botb

you and hier a pleasant journey and a saf e return te your eastern home.
Presented by

A. W. VOWELL, S.M.,
on behaif of the residents 0/ Donald.

Sir John was aise presented by the Geld Commissioner with a free

M iner's License, bearing his naine inscribed upon it in letters et gold, on

tire receîpt cf which lie made a few appropriate and witty remarks te the

effect that lie was glad te find, in view of bis advancing years, that lie could

stili be a minor in British Columbia. E. S.

ELEOTORAL FRANCHISE FOR WOMEN.

Somp, concession bas been made by the Ontario Legislature te the demand

for IlWemen's Suffrage " by conferring the right te vote at Municipal

Elections on widows and unmarried wemen. The riglit to vGee at Parlia-

mentary Elections bas net yet been conceded, but inay betore miany years;

and iii view et the discussions which occasionally take place, the follewing

résumé of the law on the question by Mr. Thomas llodgins, Q.C., in the

second edition et his Manual on Futer8' Li8t8, just published by Messrs.

Carswell and Company, inay be interesting.

In commenting on the statutory provisien that Ilno woman shall he

entitled te vote at any election," Mr. Hodgins observes: A weman, net

being a Ilperson " within the meaning et the Electien Acts, cannot appeal
te the ceurts from. the decision et the Revising Barrister: Wilson v. Sal-

tord, L. R. 4 C. P. 398. AIl woinen baving freehold, or ne freeheld, and
men within the age of one and twenty years, are bound by Acts et Parlia-

ment, but are net parties te elections: 4 Coke's Inst. 5. Women, being

under legal incapacity, have ne commen law right te vote at Parliamentary
Elections, thougli possessing the requisite property qualification: Chorîton v.
Lings, L. R. 4 C. P. 374.

IlPersons disabled from, veting at elections are those wlio, holding free-

hold lands and tenements, either lie under natural incapacities, and there-

fore cannot exercise a sound discretion, or are so mucli under the influence

ot others that they cannot have a will of tlieir own in the choice et candi-

dates; et the fermer are women, infants, idiots, and lunatica; et the latter,
persens receiving alms, and Revenue Officers": Heywood on Elections 159.

Women are disqualifled by the common law from voting in Ireland:

Hudson on Electiens 159. And also, in Scotland "lby a long and uninter-
rupted custemi": Brown v. Ingram, 7 Sess. Cas. (3rd mer.), 281. In the
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