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The past month, says the Lahore
Church Gazette, has heen & most
eventful one in the Diocese of La-
hore, as far as conversions and bap-
tisms of Non-Christians are con-
cerned. In fact, there seems to
be roally a shaking amongst the
dry bones, especially in certain dis-
tricts. For obvious reasons it is
wisor to refrain from going any
more fully into details. Suffice it
to say, that we heartily congratu-
late our missionary brethren, but
while rejoicing that they seem to

far-off land have to endure from
their Mohammedan 1ulers, and to
suggest that these cruelties may be
greatly modified or overcome if:
certain plans now in contempla-,
tion can be carried out. The let-
ter reads as follows, and is dated
“ OROOMIAH, PERSIA,
“Feb, 1, 1886,

143

“ A Christian young woman liv-i
ing about two miles distant from'
this place, in the village of Tack-:
aloo, was enticed by a Mohamme-’
dan neighbor to embrace his reli-i
gion and marry him.  After living '
with him two months, she fled
away. Thiy fuet was brought to-

have cast their net on the right
gide of the ship, we prayerfully
gympathize in the vory grave and
perplexing difficulties which results
go marked have not failed to stir
up. Doubtless tho storm of opposi-
tion now fiercely raging will be
over-ru ed, as of old, to the further-
ance of tho Gospel.

. Casto in its old forms is fast los-
ing its hold on Bengal, but this
doos not imply that caste is ceas-
ing to exist. In so remarkable a
society as Bengal presents, caste
scoms destined to pass through
many stages. Caste, based on birth
and bounded by rules as to eating,
is fust decaying. The rules of eat-
ing are now 80 gonorally ignored
that tho claims of birth are being
ignored also. Tho railway has
been o great loveller for years, und
now the steamor on the ocean and
the tram-cars of Caleutta sre anxil-
fary lovelling instruments. The
touch of a man of low birth no
longor defiles o Brahmin, and a
journey to England and back has
acome possible to 4 man even yet
in casle. Indeed, casto is being re-
shaped to meet the changing condi-
tions of socioty. Some advocates
make wealth tho test of caste,
others claim for intellect the caste-
making power. None, so far as
we Jmow, {allke of moral purity as
the test of caste. That honor is
loft for Christ., The socioty of
Christ's disciples are the only peo-
plo who expel a man for ovil liv-
ing. Where birth or waoalth or
even intelleet is the bond of union,
a man may bo o ihiof or an adul-
toror and yet not be oxpelled iho
society of his foellows, but the
Church of Christ cuts such off from
fellowship. Heréin is the caste
which India nceds.—Indian Chris-
tian Herald,

PERSECUTION IN PERSIA.

The lotter ziven below has late-
ly beon veceived and translated by
Mr. Dooman, o native of Oroo-
miah, who, with his triond Neesan,
is now in the Genernl Theological
Seminary, New York, whero they
are fitting themselvos for the work
of pastor ind teacher among their
suitforing countrymeon,

These young mon, ono of them
alrendy in the graduation class,
ave hore, with the approval of the
Syrian Church, for a definite pur-
poso, to which attention may be
called horeaftor.

Tho letter is offered as an illus-

tration of what Christians in that

the governor of the town, himself
o Mohammedam prince, and he at
once despatched several bodies of.
cavalry to capture the woman,.
while at the rame time twenty-|
seven of her male relatives wore
brought before him and tortured
with extremo cruelty, by having:
hot irons appiied to their bodies |
and ice placed on their hend-tops.
After suffering these and other in-!

describable atrocities, they were'

bastinudoed several times and cast!
into juil. Yesterday a brother of|
the young woman died while under
torture, and the other twenty-six
of her rclatives are in a most piti-
able condition,

“To-day tho woman herself was
captured, hor feet being frozen
while escaping barefoot into the!
mountaing in tho severity of win-
ter, and they must be amputated.
She now lics in prison under sen-
tence of death, which will be car-
ried out unless she again embraces
the Mohminmedan faith,

“This is the simple statement
of u story which wo believe to be
true in all respects, WA

The above fucts have been
brought to the attenticn of the
writor from two entirely distinet
sources, and the two aceounts agreo
in all dotails,

CENTRAL AFRICAN MISSION.

This Mission was sot on foot in
1859, at tho request of Dr, Livings-
tone, who, though himself o Pres-
byterian, was anxious that the
united Church of England and Ive-
land should undertake it; and,
whilst chiofly looking to the uni-
vereity for its supply of clorgy, it
from the first appealed to ‘the
Church at large to set up the king-
dom of Christ amongst the slave-
trodden tribes of lastern Intertrop-
ical Afriea. At tho proesent time
the Mission has three great centres
of operation—(1)} Zunzibar, (2) the
Usambara country north of Zansi-
bar, (8) the Revuma District, 400
miles xouth of Zanzibar, and lead-
Ing up to the disirict orig nally oe-

cupicd by Bishop Mackounzie, One

great feature of this Mission is the
part it has played in the suppres-
sion of tho -slave-trade. It has
turned tho old slave-markot in Zan-
zibar into a contre of Christian
touching, and a nobloe church, mis-
sion-house, schools, and a native!
Christian colony, now occupy the
spot where, twenty years ago,some
30,000 slaves were annually exposed

for sale, Here the Church com-
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plotes the work of freedom that the
nation begins, by receiving the
slaves that ave intercepted by Brit-
ish cruisers, tending them whilst
they are sick, educating them, and
Christianizing them, and in many
instances then restoring them to
their own country. For thispurpose
the Mission has a farm of 130 acres
at Mbweni, outside the town of
Zanzibar, for the reception of
adults, on which the girls’ school
algo stands, and a boys’ school as
Kiungani, also outside the town,
where thero are various workshops,
and capecially tho printing press,
at which the released siaves have
printed the wholo of the New Tes-
tament, as it has been translated in
Swahili, a language understood
throughout the interior, by Bishop
Steere. There ave now 20 natives,
formerly slaves, employed in Zan-
zibar, aud on the mainland, in the
direct work of Evangelization, one
of whom is in Deacon's Orders;
and no oxpedition to the Interior,
whether explorative, mereantile, or
missionary, is considered complete
without one or more of the lads
trained by the Mission as guides.
Another special feature of this Mis-
sion from its beginning has been
not to pay stipends to its members,
but to supply them with all neces-
saries, By this system rich and
poor are able to work welltogether
as brethron. The Bishop, the Arch-
deacons, ithe richest man or woman
on tho staff, cat all at the same
table and lodge in rooms furnished
on the same scale with the poorest,
and tho community of feeling thus
engendered has proved of the high-
st vatue to the Missionaries thom-
selves and the suceess of their work
amongst othovs. There are at the
present time 36 Europeans on the
staff, viz.,, 15 clergy, 11 laymen,
and 10 ladies. The Incoma of the
Mission for 1885, from every source,
cxceeded $13,000, whilst the cost
of cellection was less than a penny
in the shilling. After the pay-
ment of home expenses, all moneys
are sent out direct to the Bishop,
and administered by himself and
his clergy in priest's orders. Thus
necds can be met as they ariso, and
funds apportioned by those who
being on the spot are better ablo to
distinguish betwosn the relativour-
gencies of various clairas than any
committee at home could possibly do
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