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and put tlie white cloth on the table for supper ; and thougli I knew that
w'ný 'ý.hnî 1 ought in have donc belote lie came hiome, yet-I don't knoiv

liowv ht was-1 did not iînirovc. I had grown radier too fond of gossiping
wvith neighibors whlo %vert idler than myself, and carrying niy child'-who
certinly was a beauty-about to have il adniired. That w'as our first baby
-our dear blue-ced boy. I alrnst semcd fonder of showing hini off
than looking lter iny home. Wbien rich married people don't think as
much of caci other as the), ouglit te do, Uic>' lave nîany other things te
look to fur happiness ; but if the larnp wçhich led the poor te the altar growvs
diiii, the bouse is dark indecd-the lighit of their life gocs out ivith [t V"

L.ucy looked at Mârs. Grey ivith îvondering eyes; for she ivas the' ne.îtest
and naittiest old lady you could sec anywhere, and was hld up as a pattern
to al] the young girls in the neighborhood.

I du ilot knov nowv hîow it ivas, or wlien it began, but we often forgot
to rcad our chaj>ter. My husband did flot continue as gond hunîored as
he lîad beurt during our carly days, and I did flot sec hoiv much of tduit
was miv fault for flot rnaking him conifortable, as I hand donc at first. Ile
wis vury fond of our baby, but the poor little fellow grew iii and peevish.
He could not be;ir to heair ih ci'. %%»len it began to cry, lie îvould take up
bis bat lu go out. l'he very thing lyhich ought te have sent us on our
knes in supplication that our infant rnight bc restored tu liealrh seemed te
break in upon our pra3.ers ; and, instend of the liymn-cxceft, indeed, on
Sunday eveiins-îny lhusband, îwho had, as 1 told you, a beautifuil voice,
would brin., hoine a new% seng ivhich he wished te learn, se that lie might
sing [t at tlie 'I'r.-dcsincn*s Cltub at the Blue Lobster.

Slowly but surdly lie began, instcad of rcturning homie in the evenings,
tu aittnd theuse clb meetings. Thun 1 saw iy danger, and bow foolisbly,
if flot wickudh', 1 had acted, in flot attending te my firnt caithil duty.

"One rnorning-] neyer shail forget lt-I rose dettertmined te get my
ua' ing cvr and dried eut of the wvay, as he had proniised te return early.

TFitre is noîhing, cxcept a scolding ivilf, more niiscrable te a poor man
than findin-, the fire frein which~ hoe xpectcd warnith and conifort hung
round with sieamning or damp clothes ilhat a brisk, good manager wvould -et
dried' and folded belorg: bis return.Ill

I liad made sucli gond resolutions: but, darling, sa-.id Granny, after a
pause, I trubied tu My own strength. 1 did flot ihien, as 1 do nov, en-
treit God's hlil'-ask. for Gods belli te enable me te keep them. 1 %Vas
tee fond, in miy youing, lproud days-, of trusting entircly te mysef-te Mny
ewn %vil]. Wehll, dear, 1 suffcred one small matter or anoilier te cail me
awavy, and an old gessipiîng ivonan and her daughter came and ivasxcd iny
tîme:an ai vbetn I hecard the churcb clock strike, and knewv îy hiusband
%vould bc in in lcss than haif an heur, and nothing ready te miake hini cein-
fortablc, shougli bc bad had a bard dav's work ati the sav-Iit, in %'et
w'easher, 1 could have cried iwith shame and vexation. -My resolve had
btŽen si- iTronê-ini what ?-in My eîvn poor, %vent, strength ! Well, 1
huriied ; but it is liard racing after inisspent dire. My husband, came in,
dripping wct, about five minutes before bis usual heur. lie loeIked as mc,
and as thle clothes-line that ivas stresched in front of the tire, and, %vith a
sinall chopper shat lie had in bis hand, he cut the line, and dou n went rny
half-dried dlothes on the flot over-clean sanded floar. ' A sols answver
turnuth away %%raîh,' saitis the preverb ; but I did iwt gii'e the sels answcr,
and the w«aslî .as sit turncd amvay.

Il' Vcry well, K-.sic,' lic said ; 'sthere [s ne place hierc for me te sit and
Te.st. and inu siîpper ready ; but I can get sitting, lesting, and supper at the
Illuc Lotetr, wihire niany a fcllewv is drii'en hi' an iii managing if.'And
whih that hc turned eut of the deer. It %vas in mv hecait te followv him, te
lork nv arîns arotind bis ncck, and, begging, bis paýrdon, bring biim back.
But 1 wa-;s vexcd about the clothes, and (ergot the preocatien. Thas w~as
his first nigbs ail out at the Blue Lobster, lout il n'as not )ds Ia.v. 1 saw rny
crror, and 1I prved thcn for strcngth te do niv dutv . but sernvhow rny
husband had gos a tasse (or the lpopularisy shas grows eut of a1 good sseTy
and a1 fine voie. and lie hnd fels that wvoful nighit îvhat [t ws se li irnîcd,
vihun lic 'îs old, by the lire of brandy', instcad of sca-coal. Days
I>LeW%d: .nur litslc boy'. oui Willy',Tgcwv wvorsc and worsc. 1inîe Il.-d been
iwlien «îlr. Grey wouià malk the niglît iwith hini on bis hosorn, se soothe
hirn ltse, but noiw, :1 the pour child çiailcd e, -zr se heî-.vily, lie could
nns lirar it. Another child had bca given te us. but she only added te
falr dilsiculti*s. Mien, indei, 1 labored cenîinuously te recai îvbas 1 had
lost, but drink îand gos the inîastcry. Wc ivcre backwvard uith our refit;
rive ptKor husband lust his zsissniers, for lie neglccted bis l>usincss; and
boUt dosthingandi fumniture %vent te sasisry our creditors, and shat craving
'%ithid Crics fFIT mûre the more il gels. 1 couid not bear the syînpaîhly of
Mny ncighbors-fcr thcy î%'ould givc me their pisv held nie up as a suffer-
ing angei -wh'ilc cvcrs' hour (if my life 1 rcalle7d tlîe sime lviien iieglcct ef
i-nýi' îîIfv dunecs firnt drove nîy hushand tu the public-bouse.

.W'hen ,snlîcr. ni% puer dcar vas full of sorrowr, but hc bad flot the
%srcng.'h te avid tclînïaticr IHe nevcr used any î'ioleuc-e towand mie,
îhorgh if 1 .'ussmptéd to lold inyshîng back lie %isihîd te turn insu drink,
hc weuld iwrnmc foiirus, and .eat mind rend îvliitevcr lit couid lav bis
hands on. One tcrrlb!e niglis bc broke ce'cry renmnans of glas and 'china
tirai rcnmainel tif 'bai once, fer a îradesnîatn*s wîfc, 1 band such a store.
Every thing wa-.s.%battcred, cvcrv thing srnîlcd on and brTokcen-every
thing but t onleu"

And howv diii that escaple ?" que-slicncdl Luicv.
Il1 containcd the infant's supper,"' rcplied Mrs. Grcy. IlI silw bis

hand bnver over it, and the same moment bis pur bleod-shot eyes rested
on the baby, w'bose latte outstrctched arms craved for its food. Sonie
silent message at that momrent must have entered his heart ; bis ai-ms fell
down, and wîitholit an effort te support limtseil, lie sank into a hecap upon
the floor in the midst of the destruction lie had causcd. I tried te get
him on te where once a bed liad been ; vve hazd still il nîttress and a couple
of blankets."

Lucy did net speak, but ber eyes were everflewing, and sile stele bier
hand [ite that of Mrs. Gre.y. l'le good wvoran seon rcsunied lier story .

Il I siîî thas even there sieep camne te subdue and calrn him. My poor
chili ate lier supper and fell asleep, and my sick boy %v'as certainly better,
and aIse slept. I crept about, gathîering upl st2 broken pieces, and endeav-
oring te liglit the fire. A kind lady te %vhorn 1 bad taken borne some
needle-work thtat morning-fer several îîeeks.I hiad been the only bread-
îî'itncr-in addition te the eightetnpence 1 had earnied, gave me a1 small
quantity of tea and sugar ; and an old pewter tea-pot that, hewever battcrcd,
îî'ould net break, seenîed te me a conîforser. He would aiwake, I knew,
coud and shivering, bsît I heped shat until ste Blue Lobster and every
bouse of the sane description wvere clesed; and tiien bis thîirst %'ould cein-
pel hîini te take some tca. I becard tbe church-clock strike one, and [t ias
a joyful sound; ne open doors, even te old custoiners, then. I knelt down
betwceen the children's blankets and rny pour shattered husband, and
pra>'ed as I neî'cr prayed before.

"I 1hlad managed suficient fuel su boit the kt ale and create seme degree
of %varmth, and I %vaited patiently and prayerfully fer the îvaking. Il came
as last. The anger and the violence thut liad been almest insanity i'erc al
gene; only thc puer broken-down man %vas; there. H'e asked îvbat O'clock
it w-as. 1 told hlm the churclî'cleck had gene half past one. He then
askced for wvatcr. I brougbt birn a cuplul, anoiler, and anotber, and then a
cul) ef tea. :fter he hiad taken il, lie gathîered bimself up and took the
stool I moved toward hiîn. I poured, 1dm eut a fresb cup cf tel. Hie
lookcd for some little time vacantly at the table, and nos seeing anosher
cul), bie îushed that one toîî'ard nie. I drank, hialf filled it again, and
rnoved it te bis hand.

Il'1My peer Kase,' and kept rcpeatlng my name, 1 las is corne te this-
only ene cup betsween us alil?'

Il1And cnoughi, tee,' 1 ansîî'ered, srniling as gayly as 1 could-'enougb
te build a bouse and berne on, if we trusted te ton!

à'What [s your meaning ? he inquired.
1 w-as almost afraid te say wiîat 1 means, but I took courage, w-hile

trembling. 'I1 mean, darling,' I answîered, ' that if wie could bath bc con-
sens îvitl refreshment of tont, îed. soon bave a better and huither bouse tban
ever ',;e had.'

I' vc been a bad fasher and a bad husband,' hie said-for by tbis trne
he bad neiriy cerne te hinisef-' but ail [s gene, and it's tee tl t
mend.'

I mnde no answver, but just drcw down the blanket Item the faces of
the sleeping childien-there neyer %v-as anysbing touched my busband like
the litie child.

Il 1 Is ai gene ?' I asked; and ish that he cruslied bis face down on
bis ciaspcd hnnds as tboy lay on the table, and but-st inte sears. I knelt
down heside b[m, and tbanked God for the tcars in nîy heart, but I was se
cboked 1 could nos spcak; and w-e staid that =7y ever se long, necither say-.
ing a %vord. Noîv [s is strange w-bas turns the mindw'ill tnIke. Even w-hile
bis face .vas wct wîitb szars, my darling hiftcd [s.

Il1Katie,' he said-and il may scem se you nosthing but a fond old
weornan's fancyi but I'vc always tboughs shere %vas ne music in the werhd
ever se swecs as the w-ay iny hiusband says 'Ka-tie ' unie this day-' Katie,'
lie says, 'lets tuin the culi, and sec îhat is rc'ads.' Like ail yeungsters, I
believe, %vc had tossed many a cup, [n oui- boy and girl days, just for
laugbscer. He look, it Up quise serious like, and turned [l, and as hie leoked
inte is ho smiled. 'Thecre7s a cicar road,' he *cnt on, «'and a bouse at the
tp, and a %venderful lot of planls tbcy can't bc ours, for tbere is not z

plank in or near tîte pit aw.
Il«But sucre iî'ill lie,' 1 answçered, catgerly-. ' It w-as only yesterday,

doîîn wîhere the spinny overhangs ste pool, I nies Mms Grovclcy. She
gave me n blithe geod-morning, and askcd if my geodmnan was going se
surî bis lealsoon. IlTell hlm te make baste frorn me," site said, liughing
likée a sunbeam; I for he's tee good a feiloti' se go on mucli longer as hc's
been ge[ng. Tbere'sgoodness n him."'

"'Are yeu sure she said tbat ? whispecd my hushand.
"Se I told hlm indci she dii, and more. < She said she Nvas mmaising

until yeu'd resoive te turn se likc a man, and rus dewn the simaîl lot of
timber shîa:s miailing for your hatchet oni thc corner fanm. Il 'm doer-i
mincd, sme continucd, "lno one but be shaîl feil those trees. As 1 shall
ivant se use ste planks [n the spring, bc has no time se ieseY She saisi
soiiieb[ng nos pîcasant about the public-bousc, but I ceuld net Ict that

îasso 1 up and soIJ ber that [s was my carclcssne-sç and neglct shat
tutncd yoîî Item your own fireside.'

"<V1 oit should not have said that, Katie,' hie answvered. I've been a
bad hsîsband and a bad fat'ner, and 1 did nos thtinl, te m-as one in tie
lace new that îiouid trust me whth a day's îî'ork;' and bis voice shook and

faltered, bit hc gos it out as iast. Elven if I diii take a tum, le's net
likeli' you could forgive me!l'

4And then I feli w-eeping nt bis feci, anid laid ba-c ni>r eart, anrd i--


