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THE CIIILDREN 0F TJ1E A'INGDOM.

DY T. M4. If RNIRRSON, TORONTO.

For of auch fa flic Icingdomn of heiven.-iNait. xix. 14.
Dear Lord I and is Thy kingdomi mille of such-

The litile onea ti atfhercd round Tlîy knee,
In ail the litayfuiness of chcldish gice-

And prcased the border of Thy robe to tourli 1

The love and innocence and simple tmnat
llreathing Vet swcet of Eclen's bîcaseci prime'That !ite Thine encircling armas <11< clmb,

And hid their happiness upon Thy brest

Oft hart the childien served the loving Lorti
As living texts on which te hang lli3 thought
WVhen in.the temple courtts Ile daily faught

The many.sided mincis f hat hcard tis word.

Not humnan learning hived fhrough wveary ).Cars
0f patient industry anid midnighf toit,
Nor honouts won from wveeping naf ions' spoil,

Can fit the spirit foi those higher sphcrcs 1

The gracious Mlaster %velcomes to Ilis s chool
Ait thase who feave their knowledge at the gaf e,
And sit, like gent' e Mary, a( Ilis fecf,

Content to lcarn upon the lowliest stool 1

NVas Ilc not once a child I and f hough t hec clung
To Ilis maturer years no feint of sin
To soif the whiteness af the sotîl within-

No stain nor clog ofearth on life or tangue-

Ile trod templafion'a path, and knew
The way was strewn with ber.t and withered flowers,
That erst %vocîld gI.cdden c'en immortal bowcrs,

White yef their leaves werc wet wif h hcavenly dew I

And so He guards tlic tender planfts iliat bloomi
In wvayside nooks, unsought of human cycs,
And one by one transplants theni ta the skies,

To grow for aye ici more capacious room.

TUHE GOSPEL AFLOA T.

The fflrst Sabbath Day at sea dawned upan tus as %ve
werc skirting fhe Ilortuguese coast, with thc town of
Lisbon well abeam. It was a glorious marning. The
sea wa.. calm, and iii the golden sunlight recalled
the apocatyptic figure : "A seat of glass, mingled
with fire.",

The situation wvas unique ; my feelings were inde-
scribable. Far away froni home and friends and
churcb, a %weîrd sridness crepf aver me. 1 felt shut
out froni those -associations and privileges which
mnake the Sabbath haltowcd. Soon 1 was able ta
realize the inspiring truth that, tbougb separ:tted
from the dear ones ai home and church, I was in no.
wise separated froni my God. 1 could repair ta the
saine throne ofigrace, zonimune with the saine Father,
andl share in the saine blessing as th1ey wit h whom it
was my wont and joy f0 worship. Oh 1 the unspeak-
aible preciousness of the thought wvhich fashed tapon
me : IlMy cburch is praying for nie !I! It thrilled
me. 1 fecit one with mny people. We were scparated
by a thousand miles ai wveary waters ; but the cord of
prayer that binds us to the throne af God broughit us
nigh in spirit. 1 prayed for theni ; 1 knew they wvere
praying for me. Precious golden link af prayer
which no distance cri dissever!1

The custorn whicb obtains iii the sbips of the
Cunard service is to have the prayers af the Chtarch
of England read in tbe saloon every Sunday niorta-
ing. Atcndrirce rit tbis service is compu!sory on the
.searnen ; default means sundry dizabilities. The
captain of the ship expressed hi s willingness to trans-
fer the service tome. I thanked hcm for bis caurtesy,
but suggested that the ardinary course on that
occasion bc followed ; and proposed that an c:vening
service should be held, entirely freed froni ail] condi-
tions of compulsion. To tbf s he readily rigreed.

At eleven o'ctock the ship bell tolicti in orthodu.x
church fashion. Its sound was strange, yet home-
lilte, as it called prissengers and crew to morning
prayer. The z-canien, in dlean, new, rig-blue woollen
jackets and white trousers, filedl in, headed b>' their
officers in full uniforni, and filleal one bruf of the
saloon, the passengers occupying the cither liaif.
B>'arrangement with the captain, I in o fLce<lm
element which %vas new to bis siseriice -bymin.
singing. For once in niy>ife-toiE lated as p recentor.
We sang.:

Rockc of Ages, cleft for nie,
Let ine hide myseti in Thet ,

Let the %auer and flic blujod,
Front 'lthy riveta aide Which tlowed,
lie af sin tht double cure,-
Cicanse nie frosil ifs guilt and poiver.

And if the cxccuf ion 'vas nlot ail it iit bc. flic effect
was ver>' grand aind inspiring. Tht church service
'va': rend passabiy by tlic captain ; another hynin ivas
sung, and tlic service concluded avith the aranounce-
ment that at seven o'clock an cveninig service wvoîld
bc heki-ri purely voluntary service-to avhich ail
passengers and creav aere earnestiy invit cd.

t apent the aiternoon forward ina giving personai
invitations to tht nef attend thi? evcraing service.
Ily licarf avent out to a class of n eni, so pcculiarly
shut c'.ttfroi retîgiotas privileges, andi yet, ira tht
oîaenness of thecir disposition, so pect.liarly susceptible
ta religious imnpressions.

"lSix beils"I rang ouf, and vcry anxiously t1id 1
watch flic issue of flic experlinient of a voluntar>'
service on board sbip.

MNy bright est bopes avere more tbtra realized. Tht
saloon begaa ta til; captaia, officers, striera, engi-
neers and stokers poured ira until every avaulable
space aa accupied. 'My hcart avas glati lit fiais
grand respanse. How wc did sing, uradaunted b>'
any possible bypercriticisins of the so-callcd IlNewv
Tlieology,» flic grand aId evangelical hymn:

Tliere is a fountaia filled avith blood,
I)rawn fromn lnnia-nuel's veins ;

Andi sinners plungeti bencath that flood
Lose aIl flîcir guilty stains.

Tht sonorous voices ii the seamn rotied if forth
as thaugli if bati been one of thecir avork ditties.
Truiy, the singing aa'as congregafional. It warnied
nie up to my avork. 1 tolti thei of jesus, the world's
Redeemer, and the cerf aint>' of His glorious Gospel,
in a few words. MNy heart ivas bot wvifl love to Him
and theni. 1 pra>' that tht simple avords spoken
nia> bave a fruitfüi bistor>' 1

Abide avitb me, fast faits the evenfide,
Tht darkncss thickeiis, Lord, witlî nie abide.

This brougbî aur meeting to a close.
Tht sequel ai aur services show cd hiat bearts lîid

been tt>ucbed b>' the power of the Word. l>assen-
gers rcfired to the quiettide and coolnesa of flic
saloon deck. Neyer can 1 forget tht scene wbicb tlîcr
met our gaze. Tht sea was unrippled, and the
air avas still. Tht silence avas only broken by tht
duit tbrab of the ship's engines. Tht moon bati just
risen like a greaf sun, blood-red ; and], assuming a
silvery brigbtncss as it rose, cast ifs silver>' sheen
upon the still waters. Under tbe silent stars, with
tht restful consciousness of God's nearness, we beld
sweet fellowsliip, ont with anather, on that Sabbatb
nigbt. Some nf tht passengers, whom 1 did flot knowv
ta be Christians, made theinselves known to met,
athers professeti anxiety and stateti difficulties. Ont
case 1 must specialize.

A lady fram Belgiuin, en roule for Smyrna, wbert
she lad previousl>' liveti fifteen years, and who cc.uld
speak nioderna Greek, like a native, tolti me her story.
S!he belonged f0 a Roman Cathalic family in Arît-
werp. Undcr Protestant teaclîing she was led to se
the errars of Rame, and ta espouse P>rotestant traîth.
Referring ta ni> address ina tht saloon, site confcssed
to me that sht wvas flot in possession of fliat soliti
peace ai whicb 1 bad been speakirg. Her hope was
ira Chr;st, and in Hini ant ; but site felt ber "lgrasp»
ai Christ ',as site catteti if) wasi rit limes feebie andi
relaxed, and site lived, therefore, under conditions of
un cerf aiit y.

I tolti ber thaf she was overlnoking a very
important side of truth. She was clcaving ta Christ,
and feeling at finies c'îe uncertaînty afilber grasp. I
remindeti lier that Christ avas cleaving ta he-. 1
quoteti tht passage: ' I give unio thcmn eterral
lite; and thcy shaîl ncver perish, neirber shahl any
pluck them out oi My hand.» (John x. 28.) This
se eniet at once te introduce lier into a new lite; it
avas a vision ai Goti ta bier. Assurance andi peace
become hencciorth possibilities ; and repeateti com-
munications froni Smyrna and elsewbe-re since attest
ta tht reatity anti pernmnence af tht change.-Ré.
I. Scott, in Canadia,: Inderndent.

A MfODERN l'ARABLE.

Evergboady4iad heard that the great elephant was
ae-, -d secl-rat fami lies whose gardens hc bad tomn

up and avhose boys he had trampleti upon ivere cer-
tain of if. There wvas great excitement, and tht tawn

liciti a meeting to decide ivbat sbouhd bc donc. They
did nlot want fa exterminate hlm ; ina fict, many of
fiern titi not believe tht>' coulti exterminate bum, for
tie was a pretty big eiephant. Besides, he was use-
fui ira lus praper place-ia shows, in India andi in
story-books.

IlOur best plan la ta try ta reguhate liii," saiti n
enthusiaafic speaker. "Let us builti toligates ail
atoîug thetroute we finti ho is going ta take, and take
bina pa>'-"

Il 'tes, but that leaves bum roaming round,"
shrTiekcd an aid wornan. IlAnd I don't avant ni> boy
killeti 1 "

IKecp your boy away froinni l; that's yout bus!-
niLss. Why, niadani, don't you know that an eIe-
plîant's bîide and tusks are valuable for niechanical
or stirgical purposes, anti that he ia usefut in India?
Ilesides thiere is the toit he avili pay. W'1 shahl by
this meaija gef mont>' enough in flic public treasury
ta builti schoois for a good many> boys ivbo are flot
tmamp!cd ta deatb."1

IlThat's the plan. Regniate bita I Regulat e hlm 1,
shouteti the crowd.

Sa tht>' appoinfeti a great many conmittees, anti
draftcd constitutions and by-laivs, andi circulateti pe-
titions, and by thetfinie tht <Jephant bat killcd seve-
rai more boys and tranipicd tovr a inumber of gar-
dens, fl ac> id erectcd ver>' comiortable toîl-bouses
for flac gate.keepers and gafes for the elephant ; andi
then they waitcd ina grerit satisfaction to sec the iai-
tual regulated. Stowty the greaf feet franipled an-
ward, slowiy the great praboscis appeared ira view,
and, with a anitTonf cantcmpt, tke e lephant liftcd the
gate irom off ifs binges anti waflkcd aIT ih if, white
tht crowt startet miter him in tisnmay,

IlVell 1"I exciainîed the keeper, catcbing bis
breatb, "avwe baven't matie niucb money so far, but
the regulatin' plan would have beea Fist-rate if flic
clephant badn'lt been a Icetie stronger th;tn tht ob-
struction." Tht elephant's namne avas WVhiskey.-ew
York Ec'angeirt.

GOSPEL WORIK.

AS TO SACRIFICES.
Tliere avas tht Sin-offering, the Burnt-offering, anti

tht Th.ink-aiTering. Thus, if 'the artier was in-
verted or attereti, if wauld indicate tht attitude wbicb
the wvorshipper torik befote God. If he came with a
sin-offering or avith a thank-offering oral>, he teclared
biniself a sinnt'r or not a .jinner b>' that acf. Sucb,
apparent>', ivas the différence bctween the offerings
ai Cain and Abel ; anti by their offering tbcy becrime
respective>' the types of tht varions ways in which
ever since mnir have viewcd tht Atonemnent.

AS TO TUIE FLOOD.

Godbrought il about asan act ojjudgiliern'-The pea.
pIeoaithat tme batbroken away fromiGoti. Ht was
flot ira their thaughts. Tht>' bad, sa fa speak, turntd
Hlm ouf ai His oavn world, and ira His place tht>'
brd substitutet ieir beroes as gotis, men of prowess
anti mark, ivith wvhom nîigbt and physicai farce ivere
right; and gradualy nien became atbeists-ceased
to helieve ira the God îvbo bad sO recentl>' brougbt
theni into being. To repeaf His authorit>', and to
show that He atn was tht Il -iighty Ont," Gati
braught the floot tapon tht ungoil> world. . . .
Let things came ta tht saine prass agmira-let meii de-
throne God, andi put ira His place a god ai their own
invention, anti tht>' witl finti that, thougb Ht will not
again bring upon --arth a floodi af waters ta destroy
if, yet the other elements are ira Hia hand, and wben-
soever Ht avili, Ht ina> gîve tht word ai command,
anti tht elements shal nat wàth fervent heat, awhite
tht emrth andi ail works thertîn shaîl be burneti up.

AS '17 SABBIIAT OBSERVANCE.
An infidel, boasting ina a publisheti letter that he

hati raiseti two acres ai IlSunday corni," which he
bati interadet ta devote ta the purchase ai irafitel
books, adts. Id Atl tht work dont on if avas donc an
Sunda>', anti if wiii yield sanie sevent>' bushels ta the
acre ; so 1 ton't se that but Nature or Providence
bas smuled upon my Suntiay work, however the
priesfs or tht Bible may say that work donc upon that
day neyer prospers." To thîs the etitor ai riau agra-
cultural pmpcr replies: Il Ifthe riutnar oi this sbalioav
nonsenase bat reat tht Bible balf as mucb as be bas
reati the works ai its opponents, he would bave known
that fihe great Ruler af tht universe dots flot aiways
square up bis accounits witb niankint ina the montb ai
Oct aber.


