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* No, madame; honor has no need to refiect
hetween right and wrong., I beg you, madame,
for pity's sake, te put an end to this conversa-
tion, Do you not understand, by the blushes of
Madeinoiselle d’Erlanges, that you are commit-
inyz & crime against her innocence ?”

“God's light, monsieur!” cried the duchess,
¢‘this Is the first time in my life that any one
has dared so to insult me. You drive me out,
Monsieur Sforgl? So be it. I will take my re-
venze. Ah! do not smile with that air of in-
credulity and contempt. My vengeance will be
terrible, ax you will one day find to your cost.
(Rood evening, chevalier 1

¢ Brother—-Raoul !’ cried Diane, with an out-
burst of chaste passion, and giving her hand to
the chevalier, « your repentance gives you back
& sister, Your life is threatened, and we will
part no more; «if you are killed, we will die
together,”

Nforzi uttered & cry of delirious delight, and
seizing the hand held forth to him by Diane,
covered it with kisses and tears.

¢ A thousand million thunders,” muttered De
Maurevert, “if I am not becoming a woman !
Raoul has committed a horrible blunder in re-
fusing the duchess's challenge; but this gentle
little Diang is 80 agreeable that, in his place, I
really believe 1 should have done the same,”’

CHAPTER XLIV,
A CASE OF CONSCIENCE,

The spontaneous reconociliation of Sforzi and
Diane rendered the position of the duchess as
fulse as it was difticult, and left her no pretext
for remaining longer in the house of the Dowa-
ger Madame Lamirande, It was with a heart
full of anger, though with a smile upon her lips,
that she departed,

De Maurevert followed her—he alone of the
pariv appearing anxious,

«Captain,” said the duchess, as soon as she
had taken her place in her chair, « the vexatious
termination of my thoughtless proceeding must
fill you with satisfaction.”

“ Will your highness deign to inform me in
what respect the vexation she is experiencing
should afford me any satisfaction 27

1o you imagine me to he a woman who
will rest under the infliction of such an insult
us I have received, Monsieur de Maurevert ?”

¢ Certainly not, madame.”

“ o you not suppose, then, that I shall hasten
w tike a signal revenge for the humiliation I
have been subjected to this evening? I shall
need your services, captain, and there will be a
rich reward for you to gain in serving me.”

« Madame,” replied the adventurer, gravely,
“your highness, 1 see—and it distresses me
greatly—attaches no importance to anything I
8ay. If she had delgned to accord to me asingle
moment’s attention when I treated with her for
my devotion, she would now recollect that I
dictated a restrictive clause in favor of Monsieur
Hforzl, Tam bound to that gentleman by an
agrecment which my loyalty compels me to
observe. Not only is it not permitted me
Lo undertake anything against my friend, but,
furthermore, 1 hold myself bound to protect
him from any dunger to which [ may find him
exposed,”

“Be careful, captain,” cried the duchess;
% what you are now saying smacks of treason !

¢ In the n'une ofmy houesty, I protest, against.
the expression your highness has just employ-
ed,” sald the adventurer, coolly. «To betray
you, madawme, would be to make mysclf master
of your secrets, and afterwards 10 inforim Mon-
sleur Sforzi or your Pprojects ; now, I protest to
You, on my honor, such has never for a moment
reen my intention. [f your highness had ex-
:lained to me her designs—which, thank hea-
' en, she has not done !'—I should have remained
»u complete neutrality, though this neutrality
iight have caused the death of my companion
- lorzl.  Daty before all things is my favorite
maxim, madame.”

¢ So you refuse to assist me inmy vengeance,
captain 2?

¢ Against Raoul, madame, a thousand times
yes; against any other person ten thousand
times no !

¢ Captain,” replied the duchess, after reflect.
ing for a brief space, ¢1 understand and uecept
the exception you make in favor of your com-
p-anion, Sforzi, But Diane d’Erlanges——"

“Go on, madame, I beg.”

¢+ What agreement have you with her? What
consideration restrains you from helping me to
) iuiish her impertinence 2

“Her sex, madame! If Mademoiselle q’Er-

ianges were an Amauzon, Ishould not hesitate to -

-ummon her to the Prés Saint-G
«ther convenient spot ; but can I,
pose to this young girl to dra
Your highness is gifted with g
clous not to see the ridiculousne:
nexs of such a proposition,”

¢ Captain,” said the duchess, coldly, «] see
t.ha.t."I have grossly deceived myself in regard to
you.

“In what way, madame 2"

“I believed you to be man fertile in re.
sources, ready in expedients, of good counsel,
cunaing, enterprising, active—’

“This portrait, madame, bears a striking re-
semblance—.”

“ While you are simply a fighting soldler,”
vontinued the duchegs-—ig common-place duel.
ist—a follower of dull routine—and beyond
~ome gkill in the use of sword and dagger, in-
capable of tuderstanding or inventing any-
thing,”

This rcpioach appeared to affeci the adven-
turer keenly,

ermain, or any
in reason, pro-

SS and useless-

W the sword ? :
mind too judi- !

“Madame,” he replied, it is painful, when
one enjoys antecedents as varied and glorious as
mine, to hear oneself spoken of in this manner.
Your highness is aware that, especially during
the last two years, great ladies have been in the
hablt of getting rid of their more favored rivals
by the aid of steel or poison; I imagined your
highness desired to follow the fashion.”

“Rid myself of Diane by poison or the poig-
nard!” crled the duchess, with sovereign con-
tempt. « What are you thinking of? That
would be to treat her as an equal. No, captain;
what I wish to do is to render her for ever ab-
Ject and despicable in the eyes of Sforzi, Find
the means of doing this, Monsieur de Maurevert,
and your fortune is made !”

De Maurevert rested for a moment without
replying.

“Madame,” he said at length, «a fortune suf-
ficient to permit me to live honorably, without
troubling myself to do anything but take care
of my health, is the dream of my life, Thereis
nothing I would not undertake to realize that
dream—nothing, madame—ifit is not to burthen
my conscience with a disagreeable recollection !
I have committed, thanks to my adventurous
existence, certain small fauits which many
people would call abominable actions, but
which, nevertheless, do not cost me the slightest
remorse. The usages of war and the traditions
of camps authorize and lead to the execution of
many actions that are reputed odiousin ordinary
life, At the present moment, I am happy to
say, I enjoy a perfect quietude of conscience, to
which I attach the highest value,”

“A prudent man, madame, must not, while
he is in the enjoyment of his full powers, forget
that a day will come when the enfeeblement of
nis faculties will render his mind pusillanimous
and timid. He must think beforehand of the
tranquility of his old age. Now, I ask myself,
madame, whether to conspire with you against
the happiness of this young girl, would not be
to infringe the contract I have entered into with
Sforzi? I admit that, strictly speaking, to at.
tack Diane is not to commit an act of hostility
towards Raoul, If I were pleading this in a
cause, I should gain the day no doubt; but on
the other hand, I see within myself how cer-
tainly any distress brought upon Mademoiselle
d’Erlanges would fall upon my comganion, My
perplexity is great; will youallow me toreflect,

madame ?”

“ As you please, captain,”

For nearly half an hour De Maurevert follow-
ed the duchess’ chair in silence.

“Madame,” he said at last, approaching the
curtain, “I am only the more sorry I cannot
accept your highness’ proposition, from having
discovered a means—ingenious in the extreme
—for avenging you on Mademolselle d’Erianges.”

“You refuse then, captain ?"

“Alas, yes, madame! Your highness mest
attribute my refusal to herself, however.”

“To myself, captain ! In what way 2"

“Your highness wus wrong—if she will per-
mit me to say so—to admit her intentions to
me. She ought, on the contrary, in the first
pluce, to have assured me she entertained no
resentment against Raoul, then persuaded me

that.- Mademoiselle d'Erlanges’ misfortunes
would turn to the profit of my companion. In
this manner she might have attached an in-
telligent and devoted servant to her cause.”

During the rest of the way—that is to say,
until the arrival of the duchess’ chair in front
of the solitary house on the Marché.aux-
Chevaux, the mysteriovs retreat which served
her to conceal her political plottings—uot ano.
ther word was exchanged between the Princess
de Lorraine and the adventurer., It was not
until she had stepped to the ground that Ma.
dame de Monpensier broke the silence.

«Captain,” she said, w accept. this ring as a
sign of the particular esteem v ith which the
loyalty of your character has inspired me. I
need not, I am sure, recommend absolute dis.
cretion to you. While the attention of Sforzi is
engaged in securing his safety I shall act, against
Diane, If the chevalier were to learn that I
Intend to attack his ido!, he would take mea-
sures to counteract my designs.”

‘ But madame,” cried De Maurevert—-

The duchess interrupted him qu ckly.

* Captain,” she said, “to quit the neutrality
1‘ imposed on you by your double allegiance to
| the chevalier and me, would be to forfeit your
| honor 1

. ‘“Your highness’ logic Is sound, and complete.
i ly irrefutable. I will observe a rigorous neu-
. trality,” replied De Maurevert,

i “By all the treasures of Plutus!” he said to
: bimself afterwards, on his way back to the

generous mistress a man of the sword and man-
tle could ever serve! She pays me for speak-

showers upon me on every oceasion crosses ang
precious stoneg !

lands of my own, male vassals to rule, ang
young female vassals to marry! Poor littje
Diane,” he sighed, suddenly cbanging the courge
of his reflections, «she’s in bad Way ! But whay
is the use of my pitying her misfortunes before
they come to her; when they arrive wiy pe
time enough,”

On reaching his hostelry he waked up the
landlord, and made him serve him with 5
nificent and copious supper. Satlsfaction at the
t:uitful results of his day's WOrk eXpresgeq ;.
self in the form of & violent appetite. At qavwy,
he,was still geated at table. Ten flasks jrregy.

conscience he performed the least 1mportam
wctions of his life, and how natural it wag th,y
, he should at length sleep the 810¢p of the jug,

Stag’s Head, ¢«the duc ess is certainly the most |

ing, and recompenses me for doing nothing. She

What a pity it is I am not ,
twenty years younger!—I might now haye -

mag.  jures the general health of the body.

larly ranged before him proved With how much

About the same moment that De Maurevert
fell asleep, the Chevalier Sforzi left the house
of the Dowager Madame Lamirande, having
passed, In company with Diane and Lehardy, a
night which had seemed to him to pass as fleet-
ly as an hour. He wasintoxicated with happli.
ness,  Through th- prism of his joy the future
appeared under the most gay and resplendent
oolors,

How much his confidence would have been
shaken could he have seen the Duchess de Mon-
pensier given up to all the torments of cruel
sleeplessness! The alteration in the features of
the Princess of Lorraine, the expression of dark
fury reflected In her face; the name of Diane
ceaselessly murmured in a threatening tone by
her fevered lips, would certainly have made
him tremble for the fate of Mademoiselle
d’Erlanges,

—

CHAPTER XLV,
THE TWO COUSINS.

It was one o'clock in the afternoon when
Sforzi who had returned to the Stag's Head at
daybreak, opened his eyes. He dressed himself
quickly, and went to the room ocoupled by De
Maurevert; he was in haste to find some one to
whom he might talk of Diane. The landlord
apprised him :hat, though the captain had sat
all night at table, he had gone out at six o’clock
in the morning.

Raoul resigned himself to awailt his friend's
return, far from suspecting what the captain
had been doing in his favor that very morning,

After sleeping for two hours, De Maurevert
had waked as fresh and active as if he had
passed the entire night in bed.

¢ Parbleu!” he cried, stretching his sinewy
arms; ¢ it is a long while since Monsieur Mor.
pheus has sent me such happy dreams. I have
not ceased to tread uron gold, and to handle
heaps of precious stones. It seems to me that
Fortune must have declared herself positively
in my favor. When one feels on=’s self in the
veln, one ought not to shut one’s self up in his
chamber. I’ll bet a wager that as soon as I set
foot outside the hostelry I run head-first against
some profitable adventure."”

The captain, as we know, was & man of
actlon; five minutes had not passed since he
had formed the project of going in search of
some good windfall, before he had marched out
of the Stag's Head.

“ What & beautiful morning !” he said to him-
self; ¢ something lucky is sure to happen to
me. I have money in my pocket; I feel in
high spirits ; I supped last night like a bishop—
in a word, I am in the best moral and physieal
condition to be successful. I have done well to
associate myself with the chevalier after all.
The more his affairs become entangted, the bet-
ter I come off. Every one of his blunders brings
me in a handsome gain, The day he is behead-
ed or hung Ishall become a millionaire 1"

De Maurevert had arrived in the Rue Vieille
du Temple, at that time one of the worst, neigh-
borhoods in Paris, Suddenly he stopped, and,
shading his eyes from the rays of the rising
sun, muttered :

“Death !—I cannot be mistaken—it is he!
No—yes—it is he! The devil!—I should like
at this moment to feel a good horse between
my knees! But, after all, we are reconciled;
and perbaps he does not harbor any ill-will
towards me.  No, that is not likely; for this
dear friend is about the most vindictive person
I have ever known. What if I were to turn
back ? Why not? To retrace one’s steps is not
totly ; and even if I were totake to flight, there
would be no dishonor in it, He is, according to
his praiseworthy hablt, too well attended for it
to be possible for me, if he attacks me, to de-
fend myself with advantage. Yes; I'll go back.”

The personage whose appearance seemed to
discompose the captain so seriously, was a man
of forty years of age. An indescribably evil and
impudent expression was in his face, and he had
lodt his left arm. Under heavy brows, and pro-
i foundly set in their orbits, glittered two small,

clear gray eyes of extreme restlessness,
i Atthe moment De Maurevert had taken the
’ resolution to avoid a meeting, the stranger
| raised himself in his stirrups, and eried in g
| loud, mocking tone:

« Hollo, dear Roland !—do you not recognize
me? (‘ome a little nearer, that I may embrace
you!”

«“Too late !” murmured the adventurer, « Jt
‘only remains for me to put a good face on the
. matter;” and with a countenance beaming with
smiles, and with all the demonstrations of a
sincere joy, he advanced towards the one-armed
rider.

ing—younger than ever, I pledge you my word,”

“Yes, I am very well ; if it were not for the
pain caunsed me by the loss of my arm, I shoulq
. enjoy perfect health, The amputation to Which
| T had to submit will end by doing e an fll.
| turn, you willsee, dear cousin,”

Maurevert. «It |s a great mistake to imagine,
as is generally done, that the loss of & lmb in.
I have
even heard doctors of medicine sustainl an ex-
actly opposite opinion. They declare that an

amputation skiifully performed is a patent of |

longevity.”

« Really, cousin, in that case I ought to com.
| plain of your having acted so shabbily by me,
"Why have you left me any aurm at all? While
, you were about it, it would not have given you

“ My dear cousin!” he cried, shaking hand, '
heartily, ‘“how happy 1 am to meet you, .
T'udien, dear Louviers, how well you are look. ;

«I hope not, dear cousin,” interrupted De |

much trouble to fire a second poitrinal® &b 3“'
or to have given me another aword-thrust
80 insured my living for a century.” ased

The person whom the adventurer addl‘:s no
a8 Louviers, and treated as his cousin. wubri'
other than the famous De Maurevert of 1U§
ous memory.

Louviers de Maurevert, a gentleman of B:l:'
had been reared in the house of the Prlnci "
Lorraine. The governor of the pages had o-
one day chastised him, he killed him, & tle of
serted to the enemy & little before the bat in,
Renty. After peace was concluded with SP;W
De Maurevert found means of re-enterinls
the good graces of the Guise. As soon "r ad-
Parliament had set a price on the head © ;;eﬂ'
miral Coligny, he offered to carry out tbe P8
tence ; then, having received in advanpce paid
of the shameful salary which was to be sed
him for this sanguinary mission, he P”wod
over to the party of the Frinces, and #BO
himself very zealous for reformed religion. 1005

The better to secure himself against suspi®
he poured forth invectives against the Gulsé P
tending that they had treated him very b
After having failed in several attempts 10
the admiral, and seeing clearly all the diﬂl(’“l
presented by the work of assassination, he br 1th
himself in the bonds of a close friendship beld
the Seigneur de Morny, who, after Coligny,
the first rank in the army of the confede"“oble
Finding himself one day alone with this D
and highminded gentleman, in a gardeg:)ﬂe
traitorously killed him and fled upon 2 rder-
which he owed to the generosity of the mW .
ed man. Some time afterwards, publicly the
doned, and even handsomely rewarded bY
Court, De Maurevert reappeared at Paris.

From that moment, assured of impunity 'a ,
Mawrevert equipped a band of scoundrels, L8
for money, played a great part in the PF ity
and sanguinary quarrels of the Court and o
There was a shout of joy when, three ery'
before the commencement of the present 8422
it became known that Captain Roland de
revert, insulted and attacked by his cousit
run him twice through the body and brokel et
of his arms with a poitrinal-shot, Unfortund
Louviers de Maurevert, after remaining "
several months between life and death,
covered from his wounds.

Such were the terms which—apart o1
lationship—existed between the two €OV the
The discontent and apprehension felt th
captain, on finding himself face to face Wit fores
relative, were thoroughly well.founded there W

“Dear cousin,” he said, quickly, Wit the
view of turning the conversation rromg not
dangerous track it was following, «if I Wl“ ot
mistaken, I saw you come out of this palad®

“Yes, beloved Roland,” "

«The palace of Monsieur d’Epernon ?

¢ Yes, my most cherished cousin.” o8

« My dear Louviers, you answer m"mew
somewhat mocking tone, which is very 1 me
my liking. Are you thinking of huvmgme
massacred by your escort? What adv“’t‘o
would you derive from that exploit — with
spitted on the spot; for the devil fiy away ance:
me if, at the first suspicious word you pronot " %
I do not run my sword through your {11 be
Take my word for it, dear relative, it W tellle
better for you and me to live in good 1’:
gence with one another, It is not possib
me to give you back your arm, is it? Oneé
more: I must tell you, excellent Louvierss
I am on the best footing with Madame deé
pensier—to add the name of the duchess t©
already long list of your enemijes would nd leb
act of egregious folly. Take my advice, &
bygones be bygones.” Sol"‘g:{
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« But, cousin,” said the assassin of the
de Morny, with an embarrassment that utors
escape the notice of his sagacious i““”loﬁ,wn-
« I assure you you utterly mistake my 0ene
tlonx towards you. In regard to the lttle 8%
that passed between us, I have harbor {
feelings of anger or hatred against you. In P
of what I say, I am at this moment disPoS? ,y
take you into an excellent affuir I have oR

“ Thanks, dear cousin !—I expected DO

your good sense and generosity. Be ’::cept
that, on my side, I am quite ready to ot

your conditions, so that they are only Té
ble.”

“ Are you In funds, cousin ?”

¢ To a surprising degree.”

«So that you will require to be dearlybs

« Not at all, excellent friend ; I repeat
pleasure of being ugreeable to you m
extremely accommodating. Your sort
the hotel of Monsieur d’Epernon has, d""h
something to do with the affair of whic
have spoken ?” 0
! «It has u great deal to do with it, dear ¢
. Your kcenness and perspicuity are tr¥ .
mirable,” nd.
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“Youarc too complimentary, excellent
“Ah ! replied the old page of the GU!’%’ rest
expedition to which I have alluded 18 of ne
importance; so that I propose, not %0 to yOU
you to take part in it, but to turn it over
wholly.”
“What is the nature of it ?” a8
“To get rid, as soon as possible, of
country squire, who has committed ‘h"onswnf
gouable clumsiness of displeasing
'Epernon.” “
“%.v Job's tatters 1" eried De Maurevert o
offers but a poor prospect. What 18 0
Treward, dear cousin?”
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e * A firearm much in use in the 81X res
[ tu

|}
Iy ; 80 nameéd from its requiring qtrins
on the chest (PYitrine) when fired. Thengoﬂ,, af

Was something Hétween the pistol 8
Guebuse in gize,




