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The report, as every body had foreseen, was a ver-

dict of acquittal ; and a special verdict, it must be

remarked, since it declared that the country owed the

Vice Regal defendant a debt of gratitude for his pa-

triotistti and other inestimable qualities. But if Sir

Francis Bond Head was pronounced a model Go-

vernor, by a partisan committee,* the public was not

convinced, and the discontents were not allayed.

A considerable portion of Dr. Duncombe's letter,

containing the charge against the Lieutenant Governor,

on which the committee had pronounced, related to

the Second Riding of York election, on which a com-

mittee had illegally been refused to Mr. Mackenzie.

Nor was he allowed to produce before the committee,

that pretended to inquire into these charges, the

evidence which he was prepared to produce in sup-

port of them.

The case of Mr. Mackenzie, though perhaps not

exactly like any other, cannot be regarded as having

stood alone. The improper means taken by the Ex-

ecutive to influence the elections, did not aifect him

alone. Sir Francis Bond Head openly proclaimed

ousted? If found guilty, will you put him into the custody of tho Sergeant-

at-Arms? Will you as it wore dethrone him^Kjr bring him to tho block ?

You may have an authority from the British Ministry to exorcise this inquisi-

torial function; but I cannot even then acknowledge its wisdom. When you

familiarize the people with those summary proceedings against Kingly func-

tionaries, you make them compare their own strength and importance with

that of their rulers. • • By tho adoption of this report you acquit, and by

the rejection of it, you convict Sir Francis Bond Head of the high crimes and

misdemeanors brought against him."

• The committee flrsl sat on the 25th of November, composed of Messrs.

McNab, Draper, Parke, Sherwood, and Woodruff. On the first of December

Messrs. .Jones and Norton were added. And on the 22d, Mr. Draper retired

and was succeeded by Messrs. Prince and Burwell.
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