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CANADA AND THE DREADNOUGHTS.

While Dominion ministers and their press are in-
pisting that there is no German peril and no need of
more Dreadnoughts, the British parliament is consider-
ing a speech from the throne which declares that
there is need of more Dreadnoughts and consequently
of large grants. The peril that it suits our politiclans
to ridicule is taken seriously by the statesmen who
rule the Empire. They think that Dreadnoughts are
now needed at the danger point, while Ottawa official
opinion considers it sufficient to prepare second or third
c¢lass cruisers for the Canadian coast some years hence.

We know better than the Imperial statesmen what
we need for the development of our own country. The
British authorities know better than we what is needed
for the defence of the Empire. But we in Canada know
a great deal better than we are preparing to do. We
Enow perfectly well that we are doing nothing effective
for the defence of the Empire and the protection of
British or Canadian commerce on the seas.

It is agreed that if the world's next battles are to
be fought at sea, they will be fought with Dreadnoughts,
or still more powerful ships. Australia and New Zea-
land are preparing to take a share in that conflict if
it shall involve Great Britain. Canada is getting ready
to furnish a small and weak coast defence force to
operate in case her own shores should be attacked.
Yet Canada is a comparatively close neighbor of Britain
while the other dominions are far away.

TRANSPORTATION OF LIQUOR. >

If prohibition by local option is recognized in this
country as a system of dealing with the liquor traffic,
it should have a fair chance of enforcement. The
power to prohibit the sale of liquor in a county ought
to carry with it the power to prevent the sale through
transportation or express companies. What is the
good of giving a district the right to put out of business
the dealer who sells a bottle of liquor, when some trans-
portation agency may deliver the goods in the same
quantities to the same persons? There may be diffi-
culties in legislating to meet this case, as liquor may
be packed and marked so that the railway men are
deceived. Officers of a transportation company cannot
break open all packages to see what is in them, and if
they act in good faith and with reasonable vigilance, pub-
lic opinien would acquit them. But such misrepresentation
by shippers and consignors could be punished so severely
when detected that it would soon cease. We have not
seen the measure now before the senate, but its pur-
just and reasonable. Especially should

POs seems to be

it be made clear that the Canadian government railway
should not be used to violate the spirit of a law passed
by the Canadian parliament. Local prohibitory laws
have the same sanctity as other statutes, and should
be respected by the managers of public utilities operating
in their jurisdiction. The objection raised by Senators
Domville, McSweeney and Porrier, that prohibition does |

not prohi has no application to this question These
senators are at liberty to propose the repeal of the Scmtf
Act, and their friends in the provinces may move for
the repeal of local option legislation. For the present

these laws exist,
gate them,

and no one is openly trying to abro-

DUPLICATE RAILWAYS,

It is found that the Canadian Northern and Grand
Trunk Pacific lines parallel each other and run close
together for three or four hundred miles west of Ed-
monton, across the prairie and through the mountains.
For that they the same territory
long distance east of Edmonton.
ern. was several years on the ground before the Grand
Trunk Pacific. Mackenzie and Mann had established
their route across the prairie, They had obtained the
charter for the Yellowhead Pass route,

It will be remembered that the Grand Trunk Pacific
was introduced as a railway which would open up new
country. It was destined to give Canada more breadth.
The route was to bé far north of any prairie line, and it
was to cross the Rocky Mountains at the Peace River,
hundreds of miles north of the Mackenzie and Mann
course. This all appears in the speeches introducing
and defending the measure.
Pacific does not open up any country north of previous
lines in the west. Instead of crossing the Red River
far north of Winnipeg, it meets the other lines at that
city. Since Winnipeg is a great centre, this might be
defended. But west from Winnipeg it keeps between the
two other trunk lines, running long distances within two
or three miles of the C. P. R. It never once reaches
into country north of both competing roads, but is always
in the territory of one or other of them. They meet
at several points, including Edmonton. From that point
the Grand Trunk Pacific follows the route of the Cana-
dian Northern, leaving the Peace River country with
no road. It is an interesting circumstance that the
Alberta ministry has been wrecked in the attempt to

& rallway for the district which the Grand
ink Pacific was expected to serve.

matter serve for a

The Canadian North-
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But the Grand Trunk|colleagues are members, did not assist the British non-

1 Nationalist parties
“that his political life s in their
hands. Thiy could have left him in & minority yes
terday, and he kffows that they will do it whenever he
refuses to do their bidding.

WHO GOT THE MONEY?

The Surveyor General has stated that the lumber

the stumpage revenue of 1909 was $55,000 larger than
the previous year. Supporters of the late government
fighre out that on this basls the revenue of 1908 should
have been $219,000 more than it was. They want to
know who got the money,

Why do they not ask Mr. Sweeney, who was surveyor
general when the timber was scaled? It might be
found that the late government campaign fund of 1908
absorbed a considerable part of the dues that should
have gone to the treasury. There was one distriet in
which the new Surveyor General was able to go over
the work of his predecessor, and rescale the logs.
There it was found that only one-third of the cut
had been returned by the late government, cheating the
treasury out of $10,000. This amount was recovered.
The incident gives a good clue to the mystery which
oppresses Mr, Sweeney's friends, :

THE ALBERTA TROUBLE.

o .

The Rutherford administration of Alberta, which a
month ago had the support of twenty-three members of
the legislature and the opposition of only two, will pro-
bably be voted out of existence within the next few
days. ‘When once a break has been made in the cab-
inet and its following, the whole organization seems
likely to go to pieces. The Libéral organ at Calgary
has taken sides with Mr, Cushing and it is- practically
certain that all the representatives of districts south of
Red Deer will be in oppesition. Mr. Cushing will' pro-
bably be called upon to form a new ministry, He will
prcbably form a cabinet on non-party lines, and seek
the support of Conservatives. The Alberta elections
took place last year but a dissolution may take place
instead of the resignation of the government. Mr, Ben-
nett, the provincial leader of the Conservative party,
had taken no part in the controversy at the time of
the last reports.

THE SAWDUST WHARF QUESTIONS.

Mr. Loggie's evidence on the Sawdust wharf ques-
tion still leaves a question unanswered. Why did the
government pay $5,000 to Mr. Murray for a wharf that
it could have bought from Mr, O'Leary for $700? It
adds another question. Why is Mr. Loggie so anxious
now to pay $5,500 for a wharf, which he could have bought
any time the last ten years for one-sixth of the money?
The answer to the first question probably is that if the
government had bought the wharf from Mr. O'Leary,
there would have been nothing for the middleman. In
respect to the other it may be said that Mr. Loggie is
a contractor for dredging who received from Mr. Pugsley
between $40,000 and $50,000 last year with hundreds
of thousands in prospect. It was not an object to Mr.
Pugsley that Mr. Loggie should offer $700 to Mr. O’'Leary
for this wharf, and no such offer was made. It seems
to be a great pleasure to Mr, Pugsley to get a larger
offer now, and he gets it.

The Montreal Gazette points out a resemblance be-
tween the Cushing revolt in Alberta and that of Mr.
Blair at Cttawa in 1903. Mr. Cushing in his letter to
the premier says that the railway contract was made by
the premier without consulting him, though he was
the minister of the department concerned. Mr. Blair
made the same statement, showing that Sir Wilfrid
made the Grand Trunk Pacific contract without even
the knowledge of the Minister of Railways. Mr, Cush-
ing has resigned as Mr. Blair did. It remains to be
seen whether he also will allow himself to be effaced, or
will efface himself by dropping out of the fight, Mr.
Cushing has the support of a large number of members
in his protest and is in a position to lead a strong move-
ment against the ministry,

Canada’s removal of the German surtax is made to
prove opposite doctrines in the British parliamentary
debate. The free trade argument is that Canada has
lost much trade by the extra tax and has been glad
to remove it. Tariff reformers contend that Canada
was able with a few years of surtax to obtain concessions
from Cermany that Great Britain never could obtain un-
free trade system. :

This is an illustration of point of view, But it
is certainly a fact that the trade which was lost by the
tariff war with Germany was mainly Canadian imports.
It seems equally ceftain that the trade which will now
spring up in consequence of the repeal will also be
German exporis to Canada.

When Sir Robert Perks, at the beginning of the
British election campaign, told his constituents that he
would not seek re-election, one reason he gave was that
he had undertaken the work of constructing the Georgian
Bay Canal. This statement and others made by the
eminent contractor, made it clear that he considered the
matter seftled to the extent that the work would go on
at once. ‘To an Englishman accustomed to governments
which in matters of this kind do not make vain cam-
paign promises, the statements of the premier and Mr,
Murray and Mr. Pugsley were probably conclusive. Sir
Robert is now left to reflect on the vanity of human

on the Anglican Church, whereof the majority of his

comformist candidates in their elections.
parl t the b

In the last
of Pr bers of the
free clhiurches was 188. In the present parliament there
are only 145. Of these, 50 are Congregationalists or
Independents; 44 belong to the four Methodist bodies;
16 are Presbyterians; 15 Baptist; u Unitarians and six
Quakers,

The Turkish Minister of War says that the health
of ex-Sultan AWful Hamid is “perfectly satistactory.”
This message is ambiguous, since one does not quite
know how long the Turkish ministers desire their for-
mer ruler to live. Perhaps there is no sinister meaning,
as the relations are so good that three of Abdul's daugh-
ters are engaged to be married to one member of the
administration.

The Moniteur Acadien, of Shediae, commends Mr.
(Crockec for the diligence with which he Is following up
[dredging matters. In the opinion of the Mpuiteur, Mr.
Pugsley's career in the administration of our provincial
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SALMON ASH COAL

Railroads, Factories and Individuals who are
COAL mined in the ONLY DEEP mines of New

using this NEW
Brunmlck pro-

THE BEST FOR STEAM PUMPOSES,
THE BEST FOR OPEM FIRES,
THE BEST FOR HOUSEHOLD US
THE BEST FOR THE MONEY,
FROM SLACK AND DIRT,
Promp* deliveries from coal sheds, Duffle Wharf,
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AND FREE

Charlotte St.,
Sold in any Quantity, from a peck to a cargo.

Canadian Coal Corporation P. 0. Box 13.
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(For the Author of *Rebecca.")

The golden sunbeams gild the floor,

Hark! merry voices rise;

The scent of hay steals through the

door,

The golden sunbeams gild the floor,

Deft seams are turned—one garment
more-—

As busy needle plies

The golden sunbeams gild the floor,

Hark! merry voices rise!

Pale amethyst the sunset sky,

Hush! hear the light guitar!

The circling swallows homeward fly,

Pale amethyst the sunset sky;

Sweet voices sound, now low, now
high,

How calm the evening star!

Pale amethyst the sunset sky,

Hush! hear the light guitar!

The Iaughmg moon looks down in
glee,

Hark! sounds a lilting tune!

The dancers gather gay and free,

The laughing moon looks down

glee;

They chassez, shuffie—on the lea

The drowsy insects croon:

in

¥he laughing moon looks down in
glee,
Hark! sounds a lilting tune!
—Jlizabeth Minot.

A Daily
Short Story

THIRD MAN OUT

8y Harold B. Carter,

“How long do yon expect your
thousand dollars will last you in New
York?” demanded one of the rich west-
erners who were traveling together
across the Atlantic en route for home.
“A few months—till T find a good
position, at least,” replled the young
Englishman, flushing.

“You don’t know New York,” the
westerner answered, sneering. 1
could spend a thousand dollars in a
day easily.”

“Oh, remonstrated the sec-
his companion. “Not
»0 much as that”

“1 tell you I could spend $1000 in
purchasing nothing more valua-
ble than $5,” reiterated the first
westerner, emphatically.

“I bet you couldn’t.”

“I guppose one could if he were
ool enough,” said the Englishman,
bluntly.

“You think so, eh? You've been in

come!”

know New York.
the cost’'s on me.”
“He can,” said the first westerner.

If you can do it,

I'll find you a job in my mines.”
“One moment,” said the second man
‘Let’'s make it clear to Mr. Templeton
that his own check for $1000 is not
involved in this. This is no fi
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able use for. He tendered a $5 in pay-
ment for everything, But it was soon
evident that all articles bought at the
same place would be lumped together
upon the bill. This necessitated a se-
parate shop for every purchase. Hay-
nes thrust the change loosely into his
bag and they departed from place to
place. After six hours with a brief in-
terval for lunch, they were utterly
fatigued. lncludlng the time spent in
traversing the streets, each separate
purchase had occupled four minutes,
equivalent to the expenditure of, 15
bills an hour. There remained more
than a hundred, and most of the day
was done. Jones was jeering at them,
and the bag that contained the-change
was growing appreciably heavier. Sud-
denly Hayuwes had an idea.

“The subway!” he shouted.

“No riding included!” cried Jones.
“The agreement says simply ‘pur-
chase, " ‘retorted Haynes. “Our friend
will purchase rides. Take the local
from station to station and get a new
ticket each time.” he ghouted, “Hur-
rah for'a rest.”

Jones sulkily acqulesced, and they
spent the rest of the day riding up-
town and ba ° again. This was a little
more rapid . the former method,
and by 6 o’clock only a dozen bills re-
mained. The dinner hour had been fix-
ed'for 7. Jones threw up the sponge.
“You win,” he growled. “But it's a
damnable trick to play on a man, and
I claim that 1 have substantiated my
claim. Let’s go home. That’s your
change. Haynes, so you can carry it.
The dinner’s on me. How much have
you made?”

“Must be $700 taking into account
those nickel rides,” grinned Haynes
cheerfully.

“Best put it in your office safe,
Haynes,” said Jones. “I'll give you a
hand. See you a dinner Templeman!"
Templeton found the corridor out-
side his room stocked up with his
purchases. A man rose up from a
lounge and accosted him.

“Mr, Templeman?” he inquired, “I
have a warrant fof your arrest.” he
said, “but I reckon we've got you
tight. You must have been crazy to
try to pass all that counterfeit money
in the Sixth-av district.”

game. He puts up no money; it all
comes out of our own pockets.”

The terms of the wager were soon
arranged. Haynes, the first western-
er, and Jones, his friend, were each
to hand over $500 to Templeton, the
Englishman. It was to be entirely it
bills of $5 apiece, which they would
obtain at a bank on landing, and Tem-
pleton was to purchase 200 artieles
of any kind between breakfast and
the dinner hour, none to exceed $5
in value. He might, however, procure!
articles worth l’u than $6 apiece, in
which event all the change was to go
to the winner of the bet, w::le“the
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LITTLE GIAL
ONSTORK HUNT

Her Desire for a Baby Brother
Stirs Two New JerseyiTowns
and Gets a Friend Into
Trouble.

PGS

New York, Feb. 24.—Mabel Fleming
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Oliver Flem-
ing, No. 241 Clinton avenue, Jersey
City, is eight years old and so far
back as she can remember she has
wanted a baby brother.

Her earnest effort to find and adopt
one yesterday made a lot of work for
the police of Jersey City and of Ne-
wark and incidentally brought unmer-
ited disaster on John Wehner, a ten-
der hearted young man who drives a
truck.

He was driving his truck along the
plant road between Jersey City and
Newark when he overtook Mabel who
was trudging along the highway. She
hailed him.

“Mister,”” she said. “I'm going to
see my aunt in Newark. You'll give
me a ride there, won't you?’

“I'm going to Newark,” said Weh-
ner, “climb in.”

Mabel enlivened the journey by des-
cribing the aunt she was to visit, the
house in which the aunt lives and the
baby brother who, she said, was stay-
ing with the aunt and who was to re-
turn to Jersey City with Mabel.
When Newark was reached Mabel
lost her recollection of her aunt’s ad-
dress and she kept the tender hearted
truck driver driving around Newark
most of the afternoon in search of
the aunt’s residence. When it got dark
Mabel confessed she was hungry and
followed that confession with another
in which she surprised Wehner learn-
ed that there was no aunt and no baby
brother.

“But T do want a baby brother,” Ma-
bel said, “and I made up that story
about my aunt out of my head.”
She wouldn‘t tell where she lived in
Jersey City, and ali Wehner could do
was to take her to his sisterfs house
where she aws fed and put to bed.
When Wehner's sister kissed the
child good night, Mabel said she in-
tended to go out the first thing this
morning and find a nice baby broth-
er she could adopt and take home with
her, Wehner went to a ce,

In the meantime the police of Jer-
sey City and Newark were looking
for the runaway girl. They pieced out
one bit of information with another

An hour later he had convinced ev-
erybody of his innocence and Mrs.
had gone to Newark and tak-
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FOR PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS is
the crowds of bright young men and
women now in attendance. All are

working with a spap #ind earnestness
which indicates that their work is both
interesting and instructive. Now is a
good time to enter.
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