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'HE AIMOF THE PREACHER.

e ( hat he was once ‘asked by the late Mr.
Spurgeo « pertinent question “How far do your chief
preach a1y nversion of sou's?’ This is a per-
tinea! y Lae mimisters to nsk themselves today, We
vead that e Catne 1o seek and to save the lost”. This
was bas w nel pose To this one end he gave himself
with alit sergy of lis being.  The main purpose of the

nen to Jesus by the aid of the Holy

apostles wa

Spicit.  The Snyaote of this whole business, according to
Paul, was stouck when he declared that he was ‘determined
fo know nothing among meo save Jesns Christ, aad him
ceweified © 10 is further said of him that he “ceased not to
wien sioners, night and day, with tears,” The great Refor-
mation 1o t $ entury was fer more than a protest
agaiust pre g eitors, it was direct bringing of souls to
the Lord I When the Christian life of the
chucches i+ bad reached a very low level, and a
great pivi i vrevailed, the Weslevs and the
Whithi-| : lumbering Christian heart to its
deejiont warned their fellow countrymen to
flee | Y come,”  T'heir one aim was to lead
souls ¢ influence of their life anl labors
has 1 o b delt to the present day. Let every
preacticn this question on bended knee ‘How
far doe m at the conversion of souls ? The
answer wakening.

How in him of whom they have not

heard they hear withont a preacher, and
how st exorpt they be sent 7°  These words
are pr. stry to whom the work of preach-
ing s g ¢ 1t whom the business of sending
the mis tted, and as the mean* for sending

the min'st ed out ujon church members, there
poestis 10 T such a connection between them,
they bec tivine effort, so lasting in effect that

the w0 hesting may believe, and believiog may be
saved. 1 «! hod a beginning on earth on the
plasws of when angels came crying, ‘Peace on
entth, go I “toward men.'  The disciples took it up
wnd to.d « ry and church are engaged in it, pro-

clabming thie glad tidings, The song has never grown old;

the supply | #1ill sufficient, blessing the nations,

phresg 1 bee ng and comforting all engaged in it
L & .

THE C.1URCH AND THE CHILDREN.
i instruction must begin in the home
L Nevessarily it can only be the begin-
iy tepend mainly upon the Sunday
wh givus instrection.  This work cannot
be sus i portance capnot be over-estimated.
s s which supplement the work
i such as Y. P. Societies, Mission
e cves for @ moment that evervthing
w d that ought to be fope for them
Afue ithersl allowances for the work of
al naine a vast field for instruction
wh not overlook. Onpe of the saddest
e tooday i that so many of the chil-
dues v wehools, and that o few of them
e ¢ of Christ ere they leave the
et | “that not mere than one fifth of
thie risiy vturity as professed Christians,’

To Yigation is one of great difficulty,

and respongibility most  keenly.
Phas detit wo formal way. A weekly srr-
Mt e s perfunctory rehearsal of the
ecalog ¥ etical mstruction. These are
all g o wit by themselves are entirely ine
adequa Cheledeeti must be won by those who pro-
pose 10 b it wrs. And this should be and can
be doue by red saint as well as by the youthful

s better.  The child of to-day is
What is done for him in youth
will fsltow Bim th 111 the years of his life, Impressions
wade then will gtick.  As the stamp leaves its impression
wpon the plagtic wax so the lessons instilled into the mind
. of childbood by the loving parent or teacher will

disciple. and
the man of to-m

.and the child of seven
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never be effaced. 'The pastor is the leader of his people,
the shepherd of his flock, the instructor of his pupils. These
are of all ages and grades. There is the old man of seventy
1t is for bim to minister to each in
his season, and needs and attainments. His work is varied
and complex. The old sh ep can mast.cate dried grass,
the lambs can utilize only the fresh green herbage. “To
each his portion” 15 his aim and endeavor if he be a wise
and tender guardian of his flock. How he will do this
must be left to his judgment and discretion, circumstances
vary, and means must beadapted to ends. Ope man will do
it in one way and snother in another way. *'Oh, church of
God | » hatever else you do or do not the
children and-the young people. Win them, draw them by the
cords of love and the bands of a man

do, care for

PROFITLESS HEARING, WHY?

In Hebrews 4 : 2, we read ‘But the word preached did not
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard
it.' Just as there was a reason why those Hebrews were
not profited by the Gospel, so there is a sense in which we
as Christians are not profited as we might be, and to the
extent the Gospel is desigoed to profit

One reason for this may be that cur hearts ‘are not right
Our pray-
ers may not be so definite and earnest as wus David's'

in the sight of God." as was said of one of old.
when he praved ‘Create in me a clean heart” Per
haps we over look the great fact which Jesus announced
when he said, ‘Rlessed are the pure in heart for they shall
see God." It may be we go to the house of the Lord with
minds pre-occupied. We take the world, its claims and
duties, too often with us, and so we are not in a fit condi-
tion to ‘receive with meekness the ungrafted word which is
able to <u\'ch|P soul.’ There is no wonder that compara-
tively little profit is derived from the preaching of the
Gosﬁel ‘the 'word preached not being mixed with faith.’
The condition of the heart has very much to do with the
proper reception of the truth, ‘Itis with the heart that
man believeth unto righteousness.” ‘Keep thy heart with all
diligence for out of it are the issues of life." It is of supreme
moment to keep a close guard on the heart and the
avenues thereto; for as “a man thinkeéth in his heart so is

he. Waell indeed may he sing,

‘Oh for a heart to praise my God
A heart from sin set free.’

A HINDRANCE TO SPIRITUAL LIFE.

The Report of an Association in Kentucky contains a
message which may apply to our own churches. The
paper refers to some of the infloences which tend to lower
the Spfritual life, and refers to amusements as one of these
and the desecration of the Lord's Day as another. In re-
spect to amusements, it affirms that the Lord's people often
deeply grieve the Holy Spirit, and positively quench his
power in their lives, by engaging in them.

*The influence of the s'cial card-table is more toward
the gaming-table than toward ths Lord’s table. The tend-
ency of the dance is toward minding the things of flesh
rather than toward the things of the Spirit. The influence
of the theatre is toward an even lower moral plain rather
than toward ‘the upward callivg.' All these smusements
are, in their tendency, distinctly away from the church
rather than toward it.  If this be true, what should be the
Christians attitude toward these forms of evil ¢ Ought he
to try the impossible, ‘serve two masters '

A THOUGHT

One of the hopeful sigos of the times is the care that is
shown in having God's house made beautiful aad attractive
in its appointments
ideal which is set before us in

In this we are only following the
We soe
“Stren~th and besuty
are in his sanctoary.”  While this is true, we must remem
ber that religion is not confined to externals. It is much
more than these. Every renewed soul is a temple of the
Holy Ghost, and he would have this dwelling place “u
thing of beauty' forever. Sin stains and defaces it. The
forces of evil would enter and mar the beauty of this
heavenlv shrine. There are forces. that threaten its de-
struction, As sentinels we need to watch with sleepless
vigilance lest an enemy find entrance, *“The sin which
doth so easily beset us," is to be watched and fought
against. As one has well said, “Each of us made beautiful
by the indwelling Spirit should see to it that he in very
deed, is a living stone in that holy temple which God,
through the ages, has been building for the glory of his
great name."” f

the natural world
the beauty of the Lord everywhere,

...

‘ABIDE WITH ME.

This is, & hymn. which never grows old. It touches the
cords of the human sou! and makes them vibrate with its
sweet impressive music, yet how few know anything about
the nuthor. Henry Francis Lyte was the rector of a little
church in the village of Brixham, on the coast of Devon-
shire in Eogland.ZiHe| was richly endowed intellectually,
a poet and a scholar. His life was spent in this village
among these simple fisher-folk where he preached for tweaty

November 9, 1904.

five years, dying withccnsumption at the early age of fifty-
four. This exquisite hymn was composed'on the Sunday
evening on which he p'eached his last sermon, It was the
one desire of hus heart to build a beautiful chusth to take
the place of the poor building in which he.ministered to
the people of his charge. Thirty years that church has
been - building and the fishermen have contributed to its.
erection no less a sum than §35,000, at least § 10,000 more
weie needed which has been obtained from outside sources,
and the new cburch will stand as a momument of the
saintly rector who lived for his flock and left a memory
among them the influence of which will be felt until the
eod of time," It is not where we work us the Spirit with
which the work is done that tells.

.
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INFLUENCE.

Life is not a matter of convenience to be dissipated in
frivolous self-indulgence or wasted in misdirected energy.
In more ways than one we are our brother's keepers.
Does not this thought give a significance to life that is
measureless in its results 7 1l men considered that no one
‘lives unto himsell and no one dies unto himself,” would he
not pardon the paths of his feet and think of the words
which full from his lips 7 The best we can do ought to be
done, if from no higher motive than to help the men and
women, by whose side we walk, those who may jostle us
on life's pathway.

It is a fact that we are either lifting others or degrading
them. Men are either made better because of their contact
with us or they are becoming poorer. This makes daily
lxv{nx a serious business, and seriovs it is, because of the
tremendous issues which are involved.

Editorial Notes.

~Somebody has said, and it is worth repeating -and to
be remembered: ‘Great saints pray, ordinary men preach.
High sounding words and showy.acts may impose upon
the few, butitis silent effort moves the world., Itis the
still small voice of the eternal Spirit which reaches the
hkarts of the most hardened and depraved and wins them
to the Christ of God. It is never ‘by might nor by power’
that the most effective work is done ‘but by my Spirit
saith the Lord.’

—The formation of the Baptist Union in China by all
the Baptist missionaries of all lands is a step in the right
direction. The Union is for the study of methods and
general helpfulness; not for altering the work of the different
Boards. This is eminently wise. The missionaries repres-
enting the two Canadian Boards thus meet. Would it pot
be a good thing if all the Baptist missionaries in India
would form a Union for the same purpose? An agitation
among the missionaries along this line might be helpful.

—The Congregationalist of Boston calls the attention of
its readers to the fact, that next year all the Presbyterians
of Scotland are to celebrate the four hundredth annivér-
sary of John Knox. This will be a worthy celebrationof a
most worthy man. Just now, two branches of"the great Pres-
byteran church of Scotland, the United Free and ths ‘Wee
Frees' are having a celebration which is not at all edifying
and certainly does not help the world to see the beauty
there is in Christ Jesus. They will be all too ready to
say ‘Behold how these Christians bite and devour one
another.'

~Some one has well said that ‘the greatest ascistant a
minister of the gospel can have is a consistent Christan
life kseping step with his sermons. People are apt to re-
member the man Jong after they have forgotten his mes-
sage.’ Thetruth of the above finds frequent illustration in
daily life. Sometimes we hear it said of some men, “ if we
oould only keep him in the pulpit he would be all right,
but alas, on Monday he undoes what he says on Sunday ™
A minister above all men should be pure and good, faith-
ful and trys, should never promise to pay and forget to
keep his promise. Little straws show the current of life as
they float along its stream. We cannot be too carefyl,

~The temperance sentiment is on the advance in old
England. The need for this is very apparent In a recent ad-
dress the Rev. F, B, Meyer said that a prominent member
of bis church had been refused office because he was en-
gaged in the liquor traffic and had since left the church. Mr.,
Meyer went on to say that he would not turn out of office
a man eogaged in the liquor business, but in future elec-
tions no man who received any revenue from the liquor
trade would be considered. It is said that in the Congre-
gational church in England. twenty-five years ago 768
clergymen out of 2000 were total abstainers while to-day
2500 out of 3000 are. This is advance. The time is not
far off when every minister of the gospel will be a total
abstainer for the sake of others. That time ought to be
bere and now.

—The death of Ernest C. Harper came as a painfnl sur-
prise to many in these Provinces. A recent graduate of
Acadia, with a splendid record as a student he had entered
upon his life work in the city of Pittsburg, Penn. with high
hopes and bright prospects as an electrical engineer. In
another column will be found brief obituary notice:
There is left to mourn his loss a widow, Edna, youngest
daughter of the late L. C. Coo S, who was



