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The Presbyterians in Canada.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada mét in Toron
to, June 14, in its 28th General Assembly. The
Presbyterians of Canada are in the best sense of the
words an eminently respectable body. They are ac
dunplmhinp work of great importance in the inter
est of our common Christianity, and though as Bap-
tists we are not in accord with all their views and
all their practices, yet the re i% 8o much in common
between us that we are glad to recognize them as

brethren ind fellow workers, and heartily to con
gratulate them upon the high character and ability
of their ministry, the devotion and benevolence of
their people and the large measure of success which
has attended their efforts in the several departments
of Christian work to  whifch they. have put thefr
hands.' No A‘Nﬁl q

devoting a little space here to the undertakings and

therefore, is needed for owr

achievements of the Presbyterian Church in Canada
However strongly convinced we may be that we are
right in respect to the points of doctrine in which we
differ from our Presbyterian bréthren, we may all be
willing to admit that in some matters of practical
impbrtanq— we could with'advantage take a leaf from
their note book : %

Th:c retiring Moderator of the Asspmbly, Rev. Dr.
Warden, instituted a new departure in substituting
for the time-honored introductory sermon, an address

embodying a careful and comprehensive review of
the work of the church during the year and the re-
quirements of the immediate future. Appropriate
and tender reference was made to the gaps made by
death in the ranks of the ministry during the year
twenty-two in all-—-and in no preceding year, said
Dr. Warden, have so many prominent men been re-
moved. Among these are included Dr. A. B. Mac-
kay of Montreal. Dr. Robertsop, Superintendent of
Northwest Missions, Dr.’ Laing of Dundas, and
Principal Grant of Queen’s University.

As to the year's growth and the present position
of the Church, the address notes that : in connection
with the 58 Presbyteries of the church, there are
1,368 ordainedeministers, of whom 1,198 are pastors
of ! congregations, professors in colleges, or filling
positions to which they have been appointed by the
Assembly. 'There are 783 self-supporting charges,
embracing 1,152 congregations, and 203 charges—
embracing 370 congregations—aided by the Aug-
mentation Fund. In addition to these, there are 506
Home Mission fields, with 1,316 stations, at whi€h
the gospel is more ar less regularly preached by
Presbyterjan missionaries. The elders number 7,559 ;
families 118,114, and communicants 219,470, a net
gain of 5,79p to the membership reported a year ago.
The number of communicants received during the
year on profession of faith, was 11,259, an average
of 7 to each congregation: There are however
congregations—not including mission fie'ds
report no conversions, no membe
fession of faith, and in this
searching enquiry as to the reaso
increage, —is it due to any failure on the pa
pulpit to procfaim with power the whole truth &

- sin and redemption, or to frivolity and selfishnesh
the part of professors of religion ? /

In the matter of their contributions to igious
purposes the Presbyterians of Canada have a most
praiseworthy record, and in this respect the past
twelve months has well maintdined the traditions
of other years. Their contributions towards the
salaries of their ministers last yeax was $1,052,691

= amd for all demominational purposes $2 857 480.
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The property owned by the Presbyterian congrega
tions iy Clanada amounts to a little more than ten
milkon dollar:

debtedfress of about, a million and a half

on which however there is an in
Three
years ago the Preshyterian Church in Canada under
took to raise a Century Fund of a million dollars as
a thankoffering to God. Knowing the ability sand
liberality of the Presbyterian people, wz&nre pre-
pared to hear that the result “‘has in som¥\respects
exceeded the most sanguine gxpectations.”’ 'While
the §600,000 asked for thée missionary and benevo-
lent work of the church has not yet been paid in
full, the §100,000 aimed at in counectioh with the
reduction of debts on church property has been
more than doubled, and this large reduction of local
debts will doubtless indirectly greatly aid the gen-
eral work of the church. It is éspecially worthy of
notice too, that notwithstanding the fact that the
larger portion of the Century Fund money

tions of the denomination to the régulay schemes
greatly exceed those of the preceding year or any
other year in the history of the Church.

The statement in reference to Sabbath School
-work show that there are 2.196 Sabbath Schools con
nected with the church--an increase of 147 for the

year--21,717 . teachers and officers and 182 335
scholars, an increase of scholars for the year of 626
This measure of increase, if encouraging, is consid:

ered hardly satisfactory It s noted that last year,

ns for several previous years, there was a falling ofl
in the number connected” with the Christian En
deavor and other Young [eople’s Societies, *whict
is considered significant Ihe present membershij
of these socicties mnected with the Chuarcl
& ported to be
Ihe Presbyterian Church dn Canada makes pr
svisidn for its aged and infirmeministers, and for the

widows and erphans of ministers through two

schemes'' for the relief of those classeés In con
nection with the scheme for Ministerinl Relief there

are two funds - the Kastern or Maritime with an en

dowment of £40,000, and the Western with an en
dowment of §1G2,000, which latter has just been in
creased by a donation of $20,000 from Lord Strath
cona. “Wrom these funds 101 ministers received last
year $500 each. In connection with the second
scheme there are funds aggregating $403,530 and
paying last y ear 179 widows $150 each.

The Presbyterians have ever been foremost in
making provision for an educated ministry. There
are in connection with the  Presbyterian Church in
Canada five theological colleges, situated at Halifax,
Montreal, Kingston, Toronto and Winnipeg, with
an aggregate of 23 Professors and 109 students, of
whom 46 graduated last year. The aggregate-en-
dowment of these institutions (not including that at
Kingston which is large) is $856,749, and the
amount contributed for their support by the people
last vear was $38,000.

Home mission work is carried on vigorously in
all parts of the Dominlon, but especially in the
Northwest, with the aim of reaching not only the
English-speaking people of the country, but ‘‘to
give the gospel in their own tongue to all classes in
the Dominion.”’ The contributions of the people
last year for home mission work were largely in ex-
cess of any former year; amounting to $122,731, in-
cluding $9,000 raised by Students’ Missiondry
Societies in the Colleges. A year ago in view ‘of
increasing needs of the work, an effort was made to
get 100 congregations or individuals to contribute
$250 each, this béing the average sum required, in
addition to the contributions from the field, for the
support of a missionary. This effort has met with
such success that there are now more than 150 con-’
gregations and individuals who have each assumed

e support of a home missionary. "'As a result of

N
' is generous response the committee having the

work in charge are able to report that ‘‘so far as
gown, there is not at present in the entire wide

field committed to their care a single district con-
_taining a settlement of a dozen Presbyterian fam-
ilies where there is not regularly maintained among

them the ordinances of onr church.” i

The report in reference to French Evangelization
is encouraging. ‘' There are 4o fields with 85 sta-
tions, at which the gospel is preached by our mis-
gionarieg in French, Contecfed with these are 865

families and 1,108 communpicants, of whom 144 were
There is alsoa mission to the
Italians in Montreal, in connection with which thers

added last year,

-
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is a Misslon day schoo In connection wit)
Preshyterian College Montreal, there 18 n Vren
Professor for the training of French missionaties
Chy central schools at Pointe aux- Trembles have had
a wonderful history and a great influence in
moting the French work

men and women have there received a liberal educ

pro

Upwards of 5.000 young

tion, qualifying them to.occupy prominent positions
in professional life and in Christian service. In the
session recently closed, there weré 167 pupils, 30 of
whom last winter professed their faith in Christas a
peérsonal Saviour.

The Presbyterians aim 1\\1](»111_\‘ to educate their
ministers but to make adequate provision for their
temporal wants after they have entered upon their
work. The provision for aged and infirm ministers
widows and orphans has already been noted.! There
is also an ‘* Augmentation Fund,” the ‘aim of which

§ 18 to assure to ev@ry minister in the denomination a
actually paid during the past year, the contribu- ™-minimum salary of $750 and a manse.

This has not
yet been reached in all cases, but progress is being
made toward that end. The average contribution
for stipend throughout the whole Church, including
its larger and wealthier as well as its poorer con
gregations, is $4.70 per communicant, and before a
congregation can receive aid from the Augmenta
tion "Fund, it is necsssary that it shall contribute a
sum (‘(‘\lﬂl to an E(\-‘t‘lk\g(' ol ,l“ 50 l)(" communicant
As a matter of fact however, the augmented congre
gations contributed last year # ‘mr.,pc'ﬁvmmunit\u;'
for support of the ordinances, or 50 peér cent, in ex

cess of the average contribution throughont the whe

Church & “

While the Presbyterians of aniada take go de
and practical interest in the home work, they do ne
fail in interest and in eflort on behalt of the work
Foreign Missions Fhe Church 18 at present carry

ing on Foreign Mi on wk in the New Hebride

lrinidad, Demerara, | sa, Korea, Honan, Indi

and, at the last meeting of the Forelgn Mission Con
mittee, a missionary was appointed to Macao, in the
southern portion of China, the district from whicl
nearly all the Chinese in Canada and on the Ameri
con continent have come The number of mission
aries from Canada on these fields is 9y and associat
ed with them are some 268 native pastors, teachers
and :‘workers. Theamount contributed for this work
by the Presbyterians of Canada the past year was
$158,561, and the labors of the missionaries have been
attended with a good degree of success

It is evident from this brief summary that the
Presbyterian Church in Canada is a vigorous and

effective body, strong in faith, in organization and

in devotion to the purposes for which it stands. A _

consideration of its undertakings and achievements
ought to inspire in our hearts the spirit of friendly
emulation. Of course the Baptists of Canada are
far smaller iu point of numbers than- their Presby
térian brethren, but are we equal to them in zeal, in
ability,in eflective organization, in benevolenceand,
proportionally to our means and numbers, in
achievement ? The Presbyterians already far ex-
ceed us in respect to their contributions according
to membership to their religions and benevolent
work, but they do not propose to rest there. The
retiring Moderator has suggested to the cougrega-
tions that they should undertake to raise ap average
of a cent & day from every member of the Church,

or asum of $3.65 from each member yearly. This.

would mean from the Presbyterians of Canada, con-
tributions to the amount of some $800,000 or more
than double the contributions of last year. And see-
ing how well they have done in the past, one would
not like to deny their ability to reach even that
standard,
O R
Editorial Notes.

—Noting the claim of the notorious Dowie that he was
triply foretold in the Bible—as ‘‘the Prophet foretold by
Moses, the Messenger of the Covenant, and Elijah the
Restorer,’” the /ndependent says—''There are a few mys-
tical characters in the Bible yet to be appropriated, such
as ‘Maher-shalal-hashbaz, the beest of seven heads and
names of blasphemy, and the othér beast with two borns
that spake as a dragon.”

~It is said that a Baptist friend of the late Dr, Tal-
mage once asked him his views on New Testament bap-
tism. He replied that while he counld not agree that im-
mersion was the only mode, yet he certalnly believed it
to be the best, "When he sprinkled nobody paid any at-
tention, but when he immersed people were deeply
impressed with the ordinance. Then his friend
asked If it were not always wise to do a thing in the best
way,




