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—Larest rectived despatches from
the E st state that negotations looking
to peace between Japan and China are
in progress, China's advavces haviog
been met by & counter proposition
from the Japanese minister of foreign
affairs, the conditionsof whicharessyet
secret. It isatated that an armistice
will probably be arranged.

—We hope cur realers will give
special sttention to the valuable re-
marks of Mr. Eston—which will be
found in another column—in connec:
tion with the issuing of the new Year
Book, and that those who are in &
position to do so will endeavor, so far
as possible, to supply the defects and
to remedy the errors to which attention
is called.

—Jx answer to the question, what kind
of sermon he liked best, Mr Gladstone is
reported as saying that, in his opinion,
the clergymen of the day were not, as &

that if the cxdinary deacon should ur-
dertake 30 delicate a business the reenlt
would be much as in the case of
two little girls we have read of, who
agreed that each should write down
the faults of the other, and then they
would read the list to each other in
order to mutual improviment. They
did so, but, not to gointo particulars, it

is sufficient to say the result was that | T'

the relations between the two maidens
became severely strained.

— WEe alluded & week or two ago to
the prize fighting which, under the
name of sparring contests, has been go-
ing on of late in the Mechanics’ Insti
tute, of this city, snd which appears to
have the sanction of the civic authori-
ties. We feel assured from the reports
that are given to the public that some
of these matobes at least are notbing
more nor less than prize-fighting of a
very pronounoced kind, and that it must
be sadly d lising sport, not only

rule severe enough upon their
tions. They do notsufficiently lay upon
the souls and consciences of their hear-
ers their moral obligations to bring up
their whols lives to the bar of con-
solence. The sermons most needed,
Mr. Gladstone says, are those similar to
one which ofiended Lord Melbourne,
and led him to complain that he was
obliged to listen to & preachcr who in-
sisted upon & man's applying his relig-
fon to his private life, This, Mr. Glad-
stone says, is the kind of preaching
man needs most and geta least of.

— Tr will be seen that the Board in
charge of the Minister's Annuity Fund
issues an appeal to the churches for
funds sufficient to meet the pressing
needs of snnuitants ; and the Secretary-
Treasurer urges the olaimaof this work.
This sppeal should, and we hope will,
mest with a generous response. Thers is
surely no more righteous clsimupon the
sympathies of the denomination, and
none to which there should be & more
prompt and hearty respovse than that
which is made on behalf of those men
who, having given the strength of their
lives to the servios of the ohurches, are
now, by old age or ill health, laid aside
from active service and are without the
means of earniog & living. And the
same s (rae of those who, having died
in the service; have left families with-
out the mieans of support.

—An i 41 rtiol tad

for the principals engaged in it, but
also for the crowds ihat axe said to fill
the Institute to witness it. We are

to observe some indications
that the moral sentiment of the city is
getting ready to express itgelf on thissub-
joot, -Some citizens through the publio
press have entered their protest against
the brutalising exhibitions which are
being given at the Institute. Rev. Mr,
deSoyres, on » recent SBunday evening,
preached a sermon bearing on the sub-
joot, and depioted the modern prise
fight in its true colors as & sport essen-
tially bad and demoralizing. The
Globe, we are glad to see, adds its testi-
mony on the right side, though it
seems to us to detract somewhat from
the value of our y’s exoel-

her only & serica of defea’'s and dis-
asters. Chinsisno doubt ableto pay s
large indemnity. It has been generally
believed that the government had im-
mense amounts of money in its treas-
ury, but statements have been made of
Iate which cast munoh doubt on this
supposition.

HE grand irsue in the London

Bchool Board election, held Nov.
220d, wss the question of religious
teaching in the schools, ard the battle
over it has been hot. The religious
teaching which had for some time found
place in the London schools is said to
have been quite striotly biblical in
charscter, and, as such, was acoeptable
to Protestants of all denominations.
Bat of Iate (that is within & year or
two) an attempt had been made by an
official, & Mr. Diggle, to introduce
teaching of a more deficiicly theologi-
cal charscter and, as is charged by
many, of & distivotly Anglo-Romanist
biss. Rev. Dr. Clifiard has character-
ised this attempt as “a preconoerted,
ineidious and jmmoral attack on the

ducation of London's children in .the
interest of an aggressive Romanism.”
The Sacerdotalists of the Anglican and
Roman communions sppear to have

tive atyle in which facts and
principles are presented will make the
resding of the book s delightful task
aod stimulate the reader to pursue
the study of the subject in other
suthors, He will'be disposed to say
with Rev. Dr. Storrs : “Lam mrprlud
that the author has been abletop

you speak to them as to the claims of
Acadia Upiversity or missions they
tell you that it is about time that
Acadia University became sell-anp-
porting, and that the ‘ery for missions
is beccming, louder each year. Of
course they ue in sympathy with all

multitndes of facts, with lnnlylh of
opinion, definitions of tendencies and
conocise personal sketches into a narra:
tive at orce so graceful, graphic and
compact.”” Copious references to the
literature of the subject ars given in
an appendix, and the resder who de-
sires to pursune further the study of
church history is thus afforded valuable
aid. Maps ard a full and well-arrang-
ed index are also valuable features of
the work, We are sure that pastoms
who are not able to purchase more
elaborate works will find Dr. Fisher's
history of great interest and value;
and thcse who have the larger works
will also find this an almost indispen-
sable lddluon to their libraries.

e )

Year Book for 1804,

While it is still new and being ex-
amined by many, attention may, 1
think, profitably be called to some

united thelr f strong bi:

tion—for the purpose of capturing
and directing to their own ends
the religious instruction of the pub-
lic wschools of the great city.
On the part of the Non-Conformists
generally and the Evangelicals of the
establishment the opposition to “Dig-
gleism'’ is strong. Mz, Gladstone has
taken s bhand in the oontroversy by
writirg & letter which left his friends

lent editorial remarks on the subject
that in its news columns it continues,
8s most other daily papers do, to pub-
lish the literature of the the :ing and
the reports of prise fights, & oonm
which greatly to

public interest in this degrading eport
and to perpetuate the evil. Itis
time that the light was turned on to
this business and that the better public
opinion of 8t. John was hesrd from.
As the Globe intimates, if what is done
st pight in the Institute under the
eyes of the police, were done in the
open air and in the light of day, public
opinion fn the commeunity would at

with a translation of s Bhinto prayer
book sppeared on our second psge last
week from the pen of Rev. C. K. Har-
rington. By an unforiuoate typc-
graphical error the name appeared as
Hanington. Most of our readers, we
presume, would however be able to
make the necessary correction. Mr.
Harrington, » native of 8ydney, C. B.,
is & missionary to Japan in connection
with the A, B. M, Usion.  He and Mrs.
Harrington ars now home on furlough.
Mrs. Harrington, formerly Miss Lovett,
of Kentville, N. 8., is by the way a
niece of Mrs. Burpee, whose husband
was the ploneer missionary to go from
these provinoes to the Esst, and whose
short but most devoted life ssrvice did
s> much to inspire our people with
interest in the foreign mission work,

—Ir is stated that of New York
city’s total populstion of 1891000,
more than 70} per cent., orabout 1,333,
000, live in 30,138 temement houses,
sppartment houses of the better class
not being included in the namber., It
is also stated, and it seems & most re-
markable fact, that the lowest desth
rate in the city is in one of its most
thickly settled tenement bouse dis-
triots, ocoupied by some of the poorest
people. In this district the Jewish
population preponderates. The death
rate among these Jews in 1898 was only
sbout 17 per thousand ss compared
with & death rate of 83 and 35 per
thousand in some Italian wards of the
city. The comparatively cleanly habits
of the Jews, their abstinence from
alcoholic liquors and their observance
of the Mossic requirements in regard
to food are believed to account in &
1arge measure for the remarkably low

onoe 80 emphatioally declare its disap-
proval that these so-called sparricg
matches would very speedily cease.

PASSING EVENTS.

THF fallof PmAnhnr China's great
stronghold at the entrance to the
Pe-Chi-Li gulf—which took place Nov.
21, seems practically to bhave placed
that country at the mercy of its invad-
ers. Port Arthur was s position of
great natural strength, and the forti-
fioations, erected under the direction
of Europeans, were of modern char
acter and of such streogth that the
place was believed to be impregnable.
Buat the axmy of Japan is not omly
d of brave and well-disciplined

troop-. but is evidently commanded by
generals who are most efficient masters
in the science of warfare. After 36
hours fighting, In which the COhinese
made a stubborn and desperate resis-
tance, they were compelled to yield
and the flag of Japan waved over the
fortress which was China's main de-
fence against her enemy. Withher great
stronghold taken, her only effective
army broken up and demoralized, and
her fleet apparsntly unable to effect
anything agaivst the enemy, the way to
Pekin is practically open, and Ohina
appears to be at the mercy of Japan. It
is therefore probably true, as reported,
that Obina has sued for pesce, and that
negotiationsto that end are progressing
through the mediation of the United
States ministers at Pekin and Tokio,
What the basis of settlement will be,
or indeed whether any such basis will
be reached, is not as yet known, It has
been stated that what Japan will de-
msand is & guarantee for the independ-
ence of Cores and an indemnity suf-

o Uio0g theoa, ficient to cover the expense which she
— THE Cong ionalisteays it knows | has i d in the war. The Japanese
& deacon who in able to do & great serv- | minister at Washington is & s

foe to ministers by critizising their de-
livery and “helping them to abandon or
avoid disagreesble habits and unfor-
tunate tones of voice.” He has “placed
his own minister under genuine oblige -
tions in this wey.” He is “never ob-
trusive or critical,” but ‘understands
the graces of speech and of silence.” If
the Congregationakist knows of such a
rare deacon as that, it should lay plans
to secure an endowment for him and
send him round to listen toall the min-
Mau that hemight place msny other

pnd- similar oblk“loo. We fear

saying that his country has waged this
war for the purposeof securiog astable
basis of peace in the east, ard that
this' being acoomplished through the
defeat of Chins, be is sure that Japan
will not insist on any texritorial aggran-
djzement. Japsan, he says, doesnot
want Ohina’s territory. It is also re-
ported tbat China has offered to pay
100,000,000 taels, or $188,000,000, but
that Japan demands three or fourtims
that amount. But China is likely to
come to Japan's figures rather than ac-

hat in doubt as to what side he
is on, but which quite distinctly de-
clared that he would prefer that the
ivstruoction of the schools ‘should be
wholly seculsr rather than anything
involving & creed or a system of reli-
gion shculd bchugbt Lherein. If this
is the al ive, non i
erally as well as the secularists w!ll
agree with Mr. Gladstone, And this is
not unlikely the issue to which the
matter will bs brought, though there | 88800
are many who believe, as Dr. Angus
does, that & system of biblical andjun-
denominational ivstruction in the
schools is practicable, Ia the late elec-
tlon the Progressives who are the party
opposed to Mr. Diggle’s innovations
have been strengthened on the Board,
and though the Clericals have still
small msjority, it is hardly such s
msjority as would be needed to carry
out an sggremive policy, and Diggle-
ism rdiogly may be ded as
having nusuinad 'Y delen.
PR[NCFSS BISMARCK, wife of the
great ex-chancellor of Germany,
died on Tuesday last. She appears to
have been a woman of much character
and -ability, a worthy wife and helper
of the man who, more than any other,
made the German Empire what it is.
The princess is described aa haviog
been a woman of fine physique and &
pleasing face, vivacious in speech and
entertaining in conversation. Domds
tio in her tastes and habits, the Prin-
ores Blsmarck, we are told, was socus
tomed to rise with the fun, and until
quite recently took sn motive part in
the preparaticn of everv moal eaten by
her family. Prince Blamirok is said to
have been sincerely and devotedly
attached to his wife, and In his declin-
ing health her taking sway will no
doubt be a heavy blow. They were
masrlod 47 years ago. Thelr family
conaists of one danghter, now the wife
of Count Kuno Rantzsa, and two sons,
Count Herbert and Count William,
s

Book Review.

THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCIL,

Iy GROMGE PARKS FISNER, D. D, LL
« hnﬂ s Saribner's Bonw, New York, £/

This book is not exactly a recent fis-
sue, having been before the publie for
several years, but as it is & work which
will be found very valuable in conneo-
tion with the course in church history,
which maoy of our young people in the
B, Y. P, unions are studying, it seems
timely to call atteution to it. The
work is also one of much interest and
value for any student of ocburch
history. It suthor has supplied a
real want in presenting within
the compass of = single octavo
volame of some 700 pages, and in that
graceful and popular style of composi-
tion of which Prof. Fisher is maater,
an able and complete survey of thesab-
jeot. The limits imposed, of course,

ded minute di i of de-
ulh but the student of church
history wm here find a rich stors

cept the still gnore bitter al ive of
oarrying on a war which has been to

of inf h and sifted

by & mgater hmd and the attrac-

1. Our total membership is 45,100,
but of these 8,081 are non-residents,
leaving our total resident strength
87,069. From this number iderabl

the diffi lent objects. Scme-
thing like the man who after hearing
one of the returned missionaries speak-
ing of the great need of the heathen
and was somewhat moved, said. ‘I feel
for the poor heathen.” A Quaker who
was standing near by him replied, “My
friend, does thee feel intheright place;
does thee feel in thy pocket.” That is
the sympathy that God requires. It is
& great thing to pray; and it is slso s
great thing to pay. I have no right to
pray unless I fulfil the conditions of
the prayer. I have no doubt but ﬁ:;k
are & great many who would gl

give to the oause of Christ if the
claims were clearly set before them.
Who then can tell us the amount we
are to give. I oan find nofhing more
definite than what is recorded'in God's
Word, We find in Lev. 27: 80-33,
Nuomv, 18 nnder the old dispensation,
that the Jew was 1o give one-tenth of
the produot of his flocks, and herds and
fields to the Levite if he paid it in
kind; if not onefifth was added.
Again the Jew was to give a second
one-tenth to the yearly religious festi-
vals. He was to take this tenth to the

reduction would no doubt have to be
made if all the church ported the

place appointed by the Lord for his
- worship, Deul 14: 22, Again the Jew

number of thelr non-resident members.
This is » bad showing. What has be-
come of those 8,000 non-residents?
Why are they not gathered into the
Baptist churches where they now re-
side? In most oases I aurmise that it
is due to indolence of the church from
which the member has remoyed and
the chursh fo which he has gone. Ia
the-great msj rity of cases, tranafers
oan be effected if diligence and perse-
verance are exercited. S:me of the
membership tables show a shameful
state of things in th's partionlar.
2. A very slight examination cf the
association tables of statistics willshow
many errors, upoohl!y a8 regards the
of the h These
cannot be corrected by the committee
of publication. An assccistion com-
mittee, with the aid of pastors and dele-
ghtes present, could, in most cases,
make the tables oc «  This is the
only effsctive way Ioan suggest.

many oases incorrect dates of the or
ganization of churches and the ordina-
tion of ministers bave been given,
These errors bave been handed down
from year to year, but they ooght not
80 to be. A post card o the under
signed from any one making correotion
in these or any other particalars weuld
be thankfully recelved.

4 The Year Book, in order to be val-
usble, must be full and acourate. Dis-
trict committees conld do & great deal
t0 ensure returos and correct returns
feom the churches to the associstions.
Get each churoh to repart each year
and let the meoeistions by committee
examine and correct and the founds-
tlon will be lald for & reliable Year
Book,

5. The pumber of churches nyw
stands at 400.  Last year 1t was 307,
The additions some in this way: The
fnd Hummond's Plains charch ssked
ta be admitted to the Canteal Associs-
tion, The North Kiongaton church was
crganised during the year and the
COountry Harbor church formed Aug.
16, 1898, is now reckoned in for the
first time. Somoe ol the 400 should
probably be written off, having virtual-
ly cessed to exiet.

0, There are 228 ordained ministers
on the list given in the Year Book.
About 180 of theso are pastors. These

- | faots indfoate the likelihoo! of many

churches being psstcriees snd many
pastors having groups of churches in
their charge.

7. The number received by baptiam
Iast year is quite an advance on the
previous year. In 1803 the number
was 1652; in 1894 it is 2,210,

8. The convention used to publish
4000 coples of the Yesr Book. Now
they issue only 2,000. What are these
among 80 msny who want it for con-
stant nse and reference?

B. H. Eatox.

Halifax, Nov. 26.

e e s
“God Loveth the Willing and the
Cheerful Giver.”

We are glad to be able to say that
there are those who give willingly,
cheerfully, to the cause of Christ, and
yeot it is humilistiog to approsch some
of those whcm God has blessed with

much of the goods of this world. As

8. 1 have reason to believe that in-

was d every third yearto bring
on&umh of his produce to share
it with the Levite, the poor and
and thu'.nngvr, Deut. 14:26; thatishe
was t0 give two tenths every year and
three tentbs every third, The apostle
tells us in 1 Cor. 16: 2, when we are to
give, how much we are to give, why we
are tu give. B.ume thiok that the
amouot or limit should be one tentb,
minus incidenta’s, ete, ‘etc. This is
borrowed from the Jews, but I think
that we can readily see that the Jew
gave more thaly one teath, He was
under law; wi under grace.

In the O.d Testament giving wis
based on God's ownershipof all things,
in the New on Christ's ownerahip. Now
som3 may be surprised at the state.
ment when I say that one tenth of all
those who profess to be Obristians do
not give a tenth to the cause of Christ.
Now let us be honest in the matter ; we
may try sod exouse ourselves for not
giviog more, but what does God require
of us, 'Bting ye sll the tithes into the
storehcuse.”

This year may be one of the most
blessed yesrs we have yet witnessed.
God is waiting to give us & large bles-
sing, are we ready for it

J. A Manrrx,

HOTTO YOR 'rll TRAR!
“Be ye strong therefore n«yourhnmh
by weak for your work lhl!l be rewsrded. "

loase -

tributors to this column will
. et, N. B

Oon!
dress Mre. J. W, Nannt -, #t. John

PRAYER TOPIO FOR DECEMBER,

is & bank discount on Amukn paper.
Quar list for Tidings now numbers
about 250, and as the first year is about
closing, will the societies kindly remit
the tressurer the small sum dus, as we

cially as well ss & help to the societies.
One more hint on “finances’” and we
have finished. Our socleties spend
snnually quite a large sum remdtting
their money to the treasurer, and in
order that we may save every cent pos-

is an express office, the buying of ex-
press orders instead of post office orders,
as the terms are more reagonable.
" In behalf of comm ittes,

Many Swrrn,

North Baptist, Halifes,

The members of the W. M. A, 8, of
the North Baptist church, Hallfax,
have proved Crusade Day & grest bles-
sing, and consider it & very wise instita-

. The morning of the appointed day

remembered by the ladies in thelr
homes, whenoe their prayers sscend-
ed to the throme in heart-felt petitions
for a blessing on our mission work. The
sfternoon proved too stormy for aven
the most ardent to venture forth, but
the following day was faithfully devot-
od to visiting all the ladies who were
members of the church but not of our
missionary society ; we were heartily
weloomed into their homes and found
many to sympathise with the good
wotk being done. Tweaty names were
thus added to our list, which raised our
membership to ninety-five. It wes
deemed advisable to postpone the pub-
lic gathering for several weeks, so the
evening of Nov. 7th, was appointed for
this purpose. Our president, Mrs. James
MoPherscn, conducted the meeting
which was refreshing and “delightful.
The principal parts were, & report of
our soclety from its organization in
1870; letters from our missionaries,
Mrs. Higgios and Mrs, Arobibald, and
& piper prepared snd read by M. D,
G. MacDonald on the Presbyterien m
sion to the New Hebrides.
famous fiel {, where several of cur own
Nova Bcotisas have suflered meriye
dom within the lwt quaster of & sen
tury, seemed partienlarly sppropriste
o the writer's pen ; she made It lucid,
strong and sttractive.

We are encoursged by the rroent ad-
ditdon to onr lifemembenship of Mes,
George H Flliing, Our isvasurer hae
slready forwarded to the Bowsd the
sam of $43 s the fust quirier's con
tribution.  Beosuse of the swoerss
from these endesvors and ihe ibound-
ing grace of oor blessed L ond, we foal
encouraged (o make the entire year one
of eflort aud thankegiving.

Maner H. Pansows, Bes'y,
Nov. 2ed, ™.

n-w.n-w..

Monday, Nov. 10, our anfos reeogs s
od as Orusade Day. The programme
wae as follows ; In the momiog, prayer
by the slsters in thelr homes; in the
afternoon visitivg, publie meeting In
the evening. The day's sucorms wee
the sequel of the earnest prayers of the

For the , Yhat
el ot ail Bot A thit ibe seed sown'there
may bring forth aw »mmduu hinrvess.

for wenk and discous in Ald
Boeletiés and Misslon Ibmd- ln nw hmm llml

“Fiosoces fs & vhnl part of our
women's work, Fcrmerly we have said
listle about them; bul at the last an-
nual meeting it was resolved that the
finance committee should report quar-
terly. At the close of the first quarter,
Oot. 81at, the treasurcr was enabled by
using all of the balance carried over
from last year to s nd the full amount
for foreign missions to the F. M,
treasurer.

Home missions was rot in as favor-
able a condition, as only $112 23 had
been received for that object.

The sum total received for foreign
missions during quarter ending Oot.
81st amounted to $759 87; home mis-
sloos $112 23.  Our estimates per quar-
ter are, F. M, §1 67500, H. M. $375 00

The present (our s cond quarter)
commencirg withcut any balance on
hand, therefore m: ans united « ffort in
every Aid soclely and of every woman
in our churches in order that we may
be placed in a position to meet cur
liabilities at its close,

May the motto for last year—“Lord,
what wilt Thou have me to do?"’—
ring through each of our hear's, and
love for the perishing, caused by our
hearts being filled with love to Christ,
#0 possess us that we will make willing
offexings, nay, sacrifices, if need be in
orler that Telugn women msy koow of
the Christ who bath redeened us.

In remitting money, please do not
send American gurrency, as we have to
pay s heavy discount on it; also, if

poasible, send Dominion bills, as there

i In the afternoon new names
were secured ani promisss given, thas
our visiting siaters received enc urmge-
ment, Our thacksgiving service wae &
pleasing feature of the evening. Eo
velopes were placed in the bands of the
scoretary. Eiwch cffering was mc-
panied with & passage of Seript
stanza of & poem, (v linss r:nnﬁ
the thankfuiness of the giver for pes-
sonal blessings.  Although il the
membets of the usion could vot ht
present and contribute their thank-
offering, $14 dolisrs was the amount
raised. *‘The Loed loveth the cheerful

iver.” The originsl papers by M, ¥,
& Young snd Mise Vidito were of

such & chazacter a9 to awaken interest
in the uninterested and redouble the
activity of our workers

The quartette sung by four of m
mombeu of our B Y ¥ U, wae« weil
received, slsn tha svlo by Miss len
Qnirk, The recitations were also by
members of the B. Y. P. U, and bad »
true missionary moral in \«brn

Mrs. W. Messenger ex)re sod mucb
plmum received from siterd
raeeting; snd said tia’ their Uni h
Centreville, though small, was an im-
Eorhnt factcr in ihat branch of the B,

church.

Secretary r/poried that our society
now pumbered { #ty, snd that sices
our re-organization in 1880 desth had
not visited our nnh. though sisters
g true had gone from uy
unite with other rhnvchn, and so still
continue to werk and pray for our mis
sions. Also reported that sbout one

5

L]

bundred to the B. B,
church. Only forty are membes of
our soclety.

are anxicus to make it all right Soane 7

sible, we would advise, whetevér these -



