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We bellevo our stock to be the most complete lu the city.
Congress - Reduced price, 40c
Fancy Backs ‘v
Plain Backs, ..

In Leather Cases
Bridge Sets . .
Whist Sets
Duplicate Whist Sets
‘Drawbridge .. <
Patience Sets ..
Poker Sets ..
500 Sets .
Poker Chips, per 100
Poker Chip Boxes
Bridge Scores ..

' ROOKWOOD INDIAN BACk:
Copyright, 1809, by
o U. 8 Plagiag Oand O

Card

Dice,
Dice,

MOTOROYOLE BACK,
A ¥

Domino Sets
Checkers
Cribbage Boards ..

W. H. THORNE & CO., Ltd ,

Playing Cards.

e o oo

Dominoes

Bone, each 2
Ivory, each ..

8t. John, N, B.

e« 20c, 25¢, 30c, 35c
65c to $1.45

$1 to 9.50
$1.25 to $4
$5.75
$2.50 and $3.80
65c to $1
$2, $2.85, $3
$1.25
25c¢ to $2.40
$4.80 and $6.30
15c to
15¢ to

Marke't .Squ

50c

90c
25¢

50¢
20c, 15¢, 40c
75¢ to $4.50

oc

25¢
ares

—

The

Sells everywhere iu Canada

Ingersol Watch,

A GUARANTEED TIME KEEPER.

7 m—

at $1.25 and $1.50.......
Our Special Price....

Stem wind. Stem Set,
Full nickel case.

$1.00

EMERSON @ FISHER, Ltd,

25 Germain Street.

g ——

k

- WE

INTEND

CLEAR OUT THE BALANCE OF
INTER OVERCOATS and SUITS

would advise you to get our prices on

B Y

3 garments before purchasing.

s for Men

$4.50 t.o $15.00

ercoatss for Men 5.00 t.o 15.00

merican Clothing House,
11—15 Charlotte St., St. John.

WE WISH OUR
Many Friends and Customers
A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR

F. S,

SHIONABLE FURRIER

THOMAS

539 Main street. N. E.

e

oyer CHOCOLATES

= THE CORRECT NEW YEAR’S GIFT.
Boxes 25c¢. and upwards.

THE DRUG

——
STORE, 100 King St.

'CHAS. R. WASSON

Stcre closed today.

) Good Resolution for You to Make for

St. John, Jan. 1st, 1909.

19089.

. A resolution that if you make and carry out wi!l add
nuch to your comfort, happiness and prosperity is

Resolve
clothing

to buy your
for 1909 at

the HARVEY STORES.-

Shppose you begin tomorrow. A little money will go a

ng way at the odd and

).N. HARVEY,

end sale. :

Ciothing & Tailoring
Opora House Block

i
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‘found creeping

DESPERATE CONDITIONS PREVAIL AMONG
DESTITUTE SURVIVORS OF EARTHQUAKE

TSRS fPSERAEy 4

’

Supplies Cannot be Procured in Time to Prevent
- More Perishing from Hunger, Exposure and
Lack of Attention---Thousands of Volunteer
 Helpers Needed---Tragedy Drives Many Mad

TEEEETAOE SmeSe

ST. PETERSBURG@G, Jan. 1.—Maxim

Gorkey has telegraphed from the iel-

and of Capri in southern Italy, where
he is spending the winter, appealing
to the Russian people to give financial
assistance to the earthquake sufferers.
Gorkey offers to receive subscriptions
at Capri.

NAPLES, Jan. 1.—At Toarmina, Si-
cily, where a number of Americans
are spending the winter, it is said, that
the town escaped with slight damage.

20,000 DEAD AT REGGIO.

ROME, Jan. 1.—An official despatch '

received here from Reggio says that

the death list there, apparently am- |

ounts to 20,000.

The reported disappearance of the
Lipari islands has not yet been con-
firmed. There seems to be little reason
however, not to give credence to the
statements that they were enguilfed.
News from the torpedo boat that has
been dispatched to the islands is
awaited anxiously.

The presence of the King and
Queen of Italy in the stricken district

has done much to infuse energy into |

the different relief committees. Con-
sidering the means at the disposal of
the rescue workers, wanders are be-
ing done.

THE ZPEEN EXHAUSTED.

The queen looked far from well. She
is exhausted and the terrible scenes
she has witnessed have affected her
strongly.

She weeps frequently and on more
than one occasion, she has covered the
hands of some unfortunate woman
with her tears. The king desired his
wife to remain at Rome, but this she
refused, sayinyz - she- could not sleep
from thinking of the miseries of her
subjects. By remaining on the spot
she feels she can do something to re-
lieve the general misery.

MANY VOLUNTEERS.

Trains leaving here for the south
are filled most entirely with newspa-
per men, relatives of victims, or vol-
unteers on rescue committees. These
committees are composed of every na-
tionality of Europe. Some of the Vol-
unteers do not speak a word of Ital-
fan, but they go forward simply be-
cause they have two hands with which
to work. All volunteers are thankfully
accepted, and there is room for thoue
sands more. Professor Alfani, of the
Florence ¢observatory, predicts the
seismic activity will continue for 3
years to come.

He recommends the enforcement of
restrictive building laws in the earth-
quake zone of Italy.

The personal accounts of survivors
obtalned today all go to confirm the
first reports of the extent of the disas-
ter and they but add to the gruesome
recital of suffering and pathetic inab-
flity to help the injured.

MANY HOMELESS CHILDREN.

One feature of the disaster at Reggio
fs the large number of homeless chil-
dGren. In some cases little babies were
about in the ruins.
These poor waifs could give no account
of themselves and it seems impossible
to restore them to their parents, ev-
en if their parents are alive. A sail-
or who went ashore at Reggio relates
that during his work of rescue he was
attracted by a sound of Infant voices.
Looking under a fallen beam he found
twing about a year old, in a basket.
They were uninjurel and their cloth-
ing was of the best. They have not
yet been claimed.

FAMILIES SEPARATED.

In many cases survivors recovered
consciousness to find themselves far
away from the scene of the disaster.
Then they would make desperate and
pitlable efforts to go back and search
for their loved ones. Numbers of sur-
vivors have gone suddenly insane.
They try to throw themselves over-
board if they are at sea, or hurl
themselves out of car windows.

One poor woman relates that in her
family were her husband and eight
ehildren.She was awakened by a great
rushing noise, she then lost conscious-

.fiess and knew nothing further until

she found herself on board a steamer
far away from her home.

The authorities would not permit hér
to return to seek her family.

A youth, himself wounded, carried
his two little brothers from their de-
vastated home, When the party was
found they were lying by the side of
the road. The young man was dead,
but the children were uninjured.

FLAGS AT.,

PALERMO, Dec. 3i.—Ludovico Fulci,
& member of the Chamber of Deputies,
who was at Messina, at the time of
the earthquake, has arrived@ here. The
account he gave of the. d~ath of his
brother, Nicolo, who was also a deputy,
and the efforts to save him, was abso-
lutely barrowing. From six o’clock
Monday morning until  auidnight he
could hear the desperate lamentations
of his brother, and his anguished ap-
peals for help, without beinz able to

i reach him, notwithstandine his £ran-

tic efforts. At midnight th» groans
gradually died away and nothing af-
terward was heard.

Many of the wounded died before
reaching here and many have died since
they arrived here and have been hastily
buried. On hoard the steamer Piemon-
te, a poor father who, after almost
losing his life in rescuing his daughter,
went mad. When she died on the ship
he tried to jump into the sea wth the
body which he held in his arms.

The streets here are omne continual
scene of reunions of friends and relat-
ives, who rush into each other’s arms,
often breaking into sobs of joy. Most
| of the refugees arrive practically nak-

ed; some in tattered garments picked
up in the streets. All the shops are
closed, while flags waving at half-
mast show the nation’s mourning. The
stream of refugees from Reggio con-
| tinues to pour in. The steamer Um-
! berto has arrived here with 400, ninety
';ﬁve of whom are wounded. The cap-
tain of the Umberto says that nearly
a hundred escaped prisoners were
! in the act of looting. He says that he
saw famished survivors seize upon
dogs, tearing them to pieces and eat
the flesh ravenously. The steamer Si-
cinia has landed 30 refugees from
Messina.

HORROR OF TRAGEDY.

NAPLES, Dec. 31.—The wounded re-
fugees from Messina who have reach-
ed here present a sickening sight.
Some hardly human;
the fugitives have no apparent in-
juries, but are in a deplorable mental
condition. The horror of that tragic
minute is terribly fixed upon their
faces. On the relisf ships they are
heaped everywhere some of them ap-
pear to be stricken with a kind of id-
iocy, looking aimlessly before them,
others completely mad, howl wildly.

The commander of the Therapie said
that from the water front Messina ap-
pears to be intact, as the facades of
the fine buildings along that line of
streets still were standing, but behind
was emptiness and ruin. The principal
square presented an awe-inspiring as-
pect. Everywhere ‘were enormous
cracks into ‘which the sea poured,
whenez clouds of steam and sulphur-
ous vapors arose. To the right, be-
fore the biz trembling buildings were
heaped many corpses, whose desperate
attitudes and contorted features show-
ed the horrors of the death struggles.
The crew landed but thes work of re-
scue was most difficult. The ruins
former hillocks thirty feet high, under
which thousands were buried. The
steamer was soon loaded down to its
utmost capacity with survivors and
then steamed to Naples. All along the
way it was seen that the smiling vil-
lages on the Calabrian coast had dis-
appeared.

FRIGHTFUL ANARCHY.

REGGIO, via Catania, Dec. 31—A
state of most frightful anarchy pre-
vdils, Mobs of ruffians roam among
the ruins, giving full vent to the vilest
instincts. They are pillaging the
wrecked jewelry stores and banks and
do not hesitate to shed the blood of
those opposing them. A few soldiers,
who escaped unhurt, have been impell-
ed by an admirable spirit of discipline,
to organize patrols on their own ini-
tiatlve. They are endeavoring to pro-
tect the property left intact but the
criminals fight against them tooth and
naiil. The numbers of these criminals
bhave increased to such an extent that
the soldiers have on several occasions
been forced to open fire on them.

It was only after a pitched battle, in
which several were shot and killed,
that a semblance of order was restor-
ed. All entrances to the city, or what
is left of it, are now guarded by sol-
diers. Many of the survivors are lying
exposed to the four winds of Heaven.
The relief parties, of which several
are here now, are unable to cope with
them. The cries of the injured are pit-
ecus.

The city has been divided into sev-
eral zones, each commanded by an of-
ficer. Stores and food are now being
landed and are guarded by the mili-
tary to prevent pillage by the famished
populace. The survivors for two days
suffered untold distress, thLinking that
they had been forsaken. Steamers were
seen crossing the straits, but all sig-
nals to them were in vain as all help
went to Messina., It was only after the
King’s visit that relief began.

The monks and nuns in various re-
ligious institutions suffered greatly
and many escapes are reported. Of
twenty-one nuns in one of the insti-
tutions, seven were killed irstantly. Of
sixty pupils all are dead except eleven,
while all the servamts in the convent
perished.

SITUATION APPALLING.

MONTELEONE, Dec. 31l.—More ap-
palling than the destruction of the
towns and villages themselves is the
terror of the ssurvivors.

The spectacle is horrible.The wound-
ed, bleedinzg, ragged refugees are hu-
man skeletons, who stagger here and
there, dragging their brulsed feet with
effort and staring vacantly in all dir-
ections.

others among |

4

Those less afflicted tell contradict-
ory stories. Each remembers only the
tragedy of which he personally was
the victim. It would be useless to re-
vert to the story of the destruction of
the towns; they are exceeded by the
horrors of the present.

Castellino, who is charged with the
direction of relief for Reggio, declares
that the question of the survivors is
more harrassing than the question of
the dead. The government, army and
marine, mighty as aref their efforts,
remain impotent bqfore the immensity
of the misery. Money is without val-
ue. The indispensible need is food,
clothing and tents for shelter. These
must come quickly. Each day’'s delay
only rolls up the list of the dead.

MALTA, Dec. 31.—Wireless des-
patches received. from the British war-
ships at Messina indicate that the
king’s presence there has aided scme-
what in bringing about a better condi-
tion. The despatches say:

“Although the panic ‘has not sub-
sided, the bulk of the people are be-
having well. Martial law was proclaim-
ed on Tuesday at the express desire
of King Victor Emmanuel. More than
a hundred British and Maltese tour-
ists were in Messina at the time of the
disaster.

‘“Tonight it is pitch dark all lights
being extinguished. The dead lie in
the streets,horrible and disfigured. The
weather .is very cold, with frequent
rainfall and hail. Food is hardly ob-
tainable and there is no water.

‘““The British military attache has
arrived from Rome and {is now pro-
ceeding to intercept the Ophir and the
Bremen, in passing the straits to give
assistance.”

The wireless despatches give a long
list of British subjects alive or dead.
The only American mentioned is Stu-
art Lupton, the new vice-counsul at
Messina and he is safe.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1.—Good news
for many in America was received at

! the state department today in a cable-

|
i
|

gram from Ambassador Grimcom at

: Rome who reported that the Italian

foreign office had assured him that
Taormina,Sicily, has escaped uninjur-

ied. This, Mr. Griscom says, answers

the many inquiries received from this
country regarding relatives and friends
there.

AUSTRALIA CHOOSES
NATIONAL CAPITAL SITE

ey

Will Erect Model City as Seat of the
Gommonwealth Government,

MELBOURNE, Jan. 1—Australia has
at last definitely selected a site for the
proposed federal capital of the com-
monwealth. A bill confirming the se-
lection of the Yass-Canberra District

as the site of the capital has passed
both houses of national legislature.

Thus the great southern continent
appreaches the realization of one of
the most alluring dreams of the advo-
cates of Australan federation. They
pictured the creation of a wonderful
city, gleaming white in the pure air of
the Afstralian highlands, where the
nation’s statesmen could make laws
and hold debates free from the pro-
vincial influences that tainted the Aus-
tralian capitals.

It was to be a city of wide streets
and shady groves, with streams of cry-
stal water running through beautiful
pleasure gardens. It was to contain a
Capitol and public offices that would
give scope to the originality of Aus-
tralian architects, and dwelling houses
suited to the climateic conditions of
the country.

From the outset the selection of the
seat of government was hedged about
by all kinds of conditions. It must be
in no other state than New South
Wales. It must not e within 100 miles
of Sydney. It must have easy access
to some safe harbor.

For eight years the situation of the
capi@l has been Australia’s prime
bone of contention. Nearly every lit-
tle bust township in New South Wales
has advanced its claim to the distinc-
tion. 1

Tired Australian M. P.’s have toiled
up inacecessible bush tracks, inspect-
ing one site after another. Intermin-
able wrangles have gone on, both in
Parliament and the press, over the
various sites proposed. In the mean-
time the seat of government has re-
mained in Melbourne, to the undis-

‘guised disgust of Sydney, its rival city

in Australla.

The site now finally chosen is as
near to Sydney as the conditions allow,
being little more than 100 miles from
ttat city. It lies in the great dividing
range of hills, Yass, the settlement,
from which it takes its name, being
1850 fect above the sea level.

The new capital is thus assured of
the first neccessities of such a city in
Autralia—a cool climate, a regalar
rainfall, and a permanent watzar sup-
ply. It is within easy access of the ex-
cellent but neglected harbor of Jervis
bay, and is on the mmin line of the
railway between Melbourne and Syd-
ney. i

It is calculatd than an initial sum
of $25,000,000 will be expended on the
beginnings of a city that will in time
rival Washington and Ottawa as a
seat of national government.

&

Premier Hazen arrived in the city
from Fredericton on the lato train last
night.

1 Francisco,

SKOWHEGAN SUFFERS FROE

BIG FIRE ;

ANSWERS CALL OF SEA
AFTER 25 YEARS REST

Veteran Sailor Returns to His First Love
When Tired of Ranch Life

SPOKANE, Jan. 1.—After a quarter
century of struggle against the never
ceasing call of the sea, during which
he was &4 rancher at Wardner, in the
heart of the Coeur d'Alene mining dis-
trict. in Northern Idaho, Captain John
Hill, seventy-six years of age, has de-
cided to pass the evening of his life
on the salt water. He is going to Pu-
get Sound and thence down the coast
to southern California, back to San
sailing thence around the
Horn to the North Atlantic coast,
where he put out of Portland harber
for the gold camps on the Pacific
‘coast fifty-seven years ago.

Captain Hill salled on foreign wat-
ers and on the Atlantic and Pacific
oceons thirty-six years before coming
to the Spokane country, and he knows
every rock and inlet, reef and shoal
between Halifax, Nova Scotia and the
Northern Straits of Alaska, and now
that he has plenty of money, as the
result of a satisfactory settlement out
of court with & mining company, af-
ter seven years’ hitiga-tion, for dam-
ages to his ranch following the dump-
ing of ore tailings in the stream, ke
will revisit the ports he made when a
young man,

While sailing in a freighter along
the coast of Maine in the summer of
1851, Hill, then a stripling of 19, caught
the western fever and started for
California. He sailed around the Horn
made only one landing, and spoke but
three vessels on the trip. Six months
from the time he sailed out of New
York harbor he stepped ashore in the
busy gold fevered camp of California.

Other members of the crew desertdd
the ship when the land of gold was
reached and many ships lay in the
harbor ‘waiting: a crew that might be
mustered. Hill was not a miner. He
could not walk on hard gro{md; he
was only satisfied when he was step-
ping along the deck of some sailing
xessel, when responded to the heave
of the wave and the roll of the tide.

Gold and all tales of the great Yuba
River beds, with their fables of un-
told wealth on top of the ground, fail-
ed to take him from the sea. He stuck
to the ship. Others hurried to the gold
gelds, where some were fortunate and
found igold. The majority came back
and were glad to secure their old
berths and obey the orders of the cap-
tain or mate.

Hill then began the study of the Pa-
cific coast. He sailed its shore line
from south to mnorth. He carried car-
goes Lo the Sandwich Islands and back
to California ports. He went to Alaska
time and again. He was careful with
his savings, and soon he owned a ves-
sel and was captain of an able crew,
and £0 he prospered with a 'zood busi-

ness always at hand. The North Paci- |

fic Coast offered the best inducements
for a freighter, and for ten yvears Hill
made his headquerters in the then
young Seattle port. :
During one of his trips from Fuget
Sound to Alaskan ports ir 1862 an am-
using incident happened. Coming down

the Straits of De Fuca on his way to |

port the Fannie Lake was hailed by a

small rowboat put out from a rocky |

point on the far western coast. The
craft put alongside and a young man
climbed the ladder. He made his way
to the pilot house, a breach of etigquette
at sea. Captain Hill was at the wheel,

and he bluntly asked the stranger what |

his business was on the upper deck.

“Guess I'm some kin of yours,” ven-
tured the man.

“Where do you hail from?”
Hill

“Back East, along the Atlantic coast,”

asked

was the reply. ‘“Guess I'm your brother

if all reports are true.”
“Show me your credentals, if
Captain.
mine, but I don’'t know it.” -
To this the stranger replied that he
had no credentals to prove his relat-

jonship except that his name was Hill, |

the same as the captain's, and that
they came from the same place down
east. Hill wanted more evidence be-
fore he extended the brotherly hand,
and finally the stranger thought of ae

letter he had received from his mother. |

CLERKS HAVE RACING STABLE

e s

Russian Officials Live High on -Morey
Stoien From Government

ST. PETERSBURG, Jan. 1—Many of
the employes involved in the

of the accused, that the frauds, which
consisted largely in replacing in cir-

culation bank notes sent in to be de- !
for A

stroyed, had been continuous
twelve years.

Two clerks who received a salary of
$25 per' month were thus able to build
themselves mansions in  St. Peters-
burg. Others set up as bankers, and
one possessed  a racing  stable. Sur-
rrise is expressed that such extrava-
ganco on the pert of minor empioyes
never attracted the notice of their su-

reriors.

<

| he robbed

greas |
frauds in the Office of Conirol of Rus- |
sian Finances have already escaped. It i
appears from tne confessions of some :

L0SS $400,000

"Cause Unknown —= Dynamite
Used tfo Check Flames—
Outside Apparatus Game fo
the Rescue — Firemen
njured

SKOWHEGAN, Me., Jan. 1.—A stub-
born fire destroyed two and damages
three business blocks and burned fi
tenement houses on Water street,
the heart of the town, early today, Tw
of the houses were blown up witi*dy
namite in an effort to check the prc
gress of the flames, and it was only af-
ter eight hours work that the local
department, asisted by apparatus from
Waterville and Fairfield, succeeded in
bringing the fire under control

The loss is estimated at about $400,~
000.

The fire started from some unknown
cause in the basement of the Gould
block, which was totally destroyed. !

Two firemen, Harry Jackson and *~
Henry Mitchell were injured and were
taken unconscious from the ruins

The Milburn block was also burned
to the ground. The Philbrick block
made g barrier which arrested the pro-
gress of the flames on the east side,
and was only slightly damaged.

The First National Bank Building on
the other side of the Gould block was
damaged in the upper stories. Several
tenement houses in the rear caught
fire from the flying embers. Three were
burned down and two were dynamited.

WANTS KNISER T0 PAY
 FOR POSTAGE STAMPS

Radical Member of Reichstag Suggests
the Gurfaiiment of Imperial
Privileges.

th
Radical member of the Reichstag for
Kiel, makes the suggestion that if the
government sincerely dgsires to in-
creage its revenue without plaeing un-
necessary burdens on the taxpayers, an
incalculable sum might be realized Ly
suppressing the privilege of using the
post free of charge, now enjoyed by
the Kaiser and other members of Ger-
many’s twenty-two ruling houses.

By the law passe¢ in 1871 all reigning
| princes and their wives and widows
| possess the right to send any number
| of letters and parcels within the em-
| pire and all correspondence with the
{ imperial house of Austria without
charge. .

As the privilege is expressly extend-
ed to all business connected with the
; administration of royal property, the
kaiser is enabled to dispatch goods

from the imperial pottery at Cadinen
| free of charge, and to gend to market
| the game that is shot from time to timse
: over his numerous preserves without
expense. The huge machinery of doz~
ens of royal theatres snd opera houses
| is also transported free, and the samsa
applies to the correspondence of the
regarding court

|
i
i

| twenty-two capitails
ceremonies.

The Kaiser’s postal husiness is so ex-
tensive that a special pos# office /was
| installed a few ‘years ago at Berlin
Castle. His privilege includes the free
use of the telegraph and telephone.

. - ——

POLIG: CHIEF HEAD
OF BAND OF THIEVES

vou |
have any, young man,” thuncered the
“You may be a brother of ;

Graft Among Officials of Moscow Steadily
Becoming More Serious.

P ]

MOSCOW, Jan. 1. — The DMoscow
polices candals are becoming more and
more serious. Not only iz it asserted
that the heads of the police were in
close alliance with thieves and the
owners of gambling dens and houses
of Oisordér, but charges of an even
worse nature are now made.

The head of the detective ‘depariment
ig accused of pillaging—on behalf of
certain - important firms-—the premises
of the business rivals of the latter es-
tablishments. A further charge is that
trains carrying precious

gnods, and had a staff of hirea bravos
| to commit robberies and other crimes.
| The head of the whole.Moscow police
organization is accused of spending a
million rubles ($500,000) on a certain
beautiful actress.

A precisely similar state of affairs
' appears to exist in Tashkent, where
the heads of police are also to be pro-
secuted for swindling and extortion.

In St. Peotersburg a secret inquiry
| into police methods has been ordered
by the government.

LATEST WEATHER REPOR\

P i

i FAIR and COLD
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