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63 NATIONAL GBEAT PBIOKY OF C AN ADA.

Branohes, with the anbsequent adhcaion of Canada, shonld have been 
ctrried ont.

It was manifest that our Brethren in the United States, for politi- 
cal reasons, wonld not acknowledge the supremacy of the Prinoe of 
Widss, and their totally different system of Templary wonld have pre- 
vented any amalgamation. The final collapseof the Union was the 
result of the mfelicitous step of calling the special and last meeting 
of Convent General" on the 8th Deo., 1876, when with the snrren- 
derthen made, by its undonbted illegal prooeedings, (whioh called' 
forth our protest), and the opposition shown to the Irish members 
brokejihe frail thread that kept it together.

Any one acquainted with the disoussion that took place at the 
time, must admire the remarkably disoreet and correct Masonio feel- 
mg of the Insh members thronghout, dnring the determined opposi
tion shown against their views. From these oimumstanoes, Ken
net but be admitted that the disruption of “Convent General" is 
matnly owing to the prejndices of a seotion of the English mem
bers ; and, perhaps, not improbably, to aome oonflioting interests, 
assooiated with the more popnlar and txclusive high grade system in 
England.
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Apart from all other considerations, “Convent General" lias 
Mhieved one great objeot by promnlgating a oorreot knowledge of the 
Order, and introdncing a »trict hUtorical rendering of the Ritual, from 
whioh nearly all objectionahle featnres have been expunged. We are 
pnncipally indebted for this to the untiring zeal and eiertions of one 
of the Wsh members of the Ritual Commission. The eminent Bro.

Richard Barker de Bnrgh," Grand Cross of the Temple, and Past 
Grand ChanoeUor of the Great Prioiy of Ireland, who had boen from 
the commencement of the negotiations for the consolidation of the 
Order, appointed representative of the Irish section of the Com- 
mittee, with full power to aot for them, and make arrangementa with 
that of England, to whom he snbmitted a draft ritual, whioh, being 
Bubseqnently amended in some parts, was adopted, and the report 
drawn up and signed by the Committee, whose names are a sufflcient 
guarantee of its being well and thoronghly considered by men of 
juagment and education.
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REORGANIZATION OF “ CONVENT GENERAL.”

Isee no reason why “Convent General” cannot be re vived as a 
separate and distmct body, at any time, with amended regnlations, 
more smtable to the original-status and charaoter of the Order; still
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