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DAMAGE PLACED AT
SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND

Inaugural Meeting of the Alpine Clab—
Man Lost His Life While Fight-
ing Ice Blockade.

Montreal, March 27.fThe large four-
story buildings occupied by the Mon-
treal Biscuit Company, St. Monique
street, was destroyed by fire to-day.
Loss placed at $75,000. The building
was recently purchased by John G.

Turriff, M. P.
Coming West.

Montreal, March 27.—L. Duchastel
De Montrouge, who has been for many
years attached to the Consulate Gen-
eral de France in Montreal, has re-
ceived the appointment of French con-
sul at Vancouver, and will leave next
month to take up his new duties in the

west.
Man Drowned.

Georgetown, Ont., March 27.—Chas.
Reddy was drowned here to-day. He
was engaged with others in fighting
the ice blockade at Sykes dam when
he slipped and fell into the water. He
leaves a widow.

Alpine Club.

Winnipeg, March 27.—The inaugural
meeting of the Canadian Alpine Club
was held this afternoon, the proceed-
ings being largely informal in charac-
ter. A ‘large number of representa-
tive Canadians and enthusiastic moun-
taineers were in attendance and all
entered cordially into the question of
exploring the wonderful and unrivalled
beauties of the Canadian Rockies. A
committee was appointed to nominate
officers and its report will be received
at a session to-morrow mor 3. About
fifty members have been e..olled, in-
cluding Sir Sandford Fleming, Vice-
President Whyte of the C. P. R., Rev.
Dr. Hardman and A. O. Wheeler. This
evening Mr. Wheeler delivered a lec-
ture on the Canadiadl wonderland,
which was a ‘revelation to many of
his hearers, as Mr. Wheeler probably
knows more about the Canadian
Rockies than any other living man.
Not the least among the features of
the meeting is a fine collection of
views of the mammoth cave at Ross
peak, showing its marvellous interior,
walled with purest marble. Prof. Cole-
man, of Toronto University, occupied
the chair. The club decided to estab-
lish headquarters in this city, where a
library will be placed, giving public

to all information upon the Can-
Rockies. They will also hold a
» camp yearly in the midst of
ange.

Italian Commissioner.

itoy March 27.—Marquis Rorla,

s been appointed by the Italian

nent as special commissioner to

anada and. inguiie ¢ ondi-

ith a view to establlshmg trade

nications between ity and
‘dnada arrived here last might. In
an interview he declared there was a
big opening for Canadian products in
Italy as well as in the surrounding
principalities. Italy was a large im-
porter of wheat and lumber, in which
trade this country should share large-
ly. There was also a big opening for
dried fish.

Money Recovered.

Toronto, March 27.—Crown Bank of
Canada has received from the detective
department over $38,000 of the $40,350
stolen by Edwin St. George Banwell,
the teller who was sentenced to four
years in penitentiary on Saturday last.
It cost the bank about six thousand
dollars to bring Banwell and his wife
to justice.

Church Discipline.

Toronto, March 27.—That the famous
footnote in the Methodist church dis-
cipline, prohibiting dancing, theatre
going, attending horse races, circus and
other so-called questionable amuse-
ments, would probably be modified con-
siderably at the next Methodist general
conference in September was the opin-
ion generally exoressed at a meeting
of the Methodist association yesterday.

Suspects Arrested.

Toronto, March 27.—John Crosby, 22
years of age, who refuses to tell any-
thing of himself, and James Huuter of
Toronto, are under { vicion
of connection ith the Y it the
Toronto carpet works early Saturday
morning.

St. John,
Palmer, one
R. steamer
deck of the
night, a dist
His skull is fr :
pected as a resull.

Shot H

Niagara Falls

jor James Tattersall, 79 ye
ed himself lagt evening at the Hotel
Lafayette, where le had been night
clerk for the past year, by shooting
himself through the head. Despond-
ency, old age and condition in life are
given as cause.

rch 27.—Ma-
rars old, kill-

Four Years’' Imprisonment.

Brantford, Ont.,, March 27.—Kasper
Kasplan, an Armenian, who pleaded
guilty to shooting to do grievous bodily
harm. 1o his daughter last summer, be-
cause she married without his consent
and then attempted to commit suicide,
was sentenced yesterday to four years
in the Kingston penitentiary.

Manitoba Liberals.

Winnipeg, March 27.—The Manitoba
Liberal convention devoted to-day to
drafting a platiorm and defining the
party policy in provincial affairs. Re-
solutions were adopted favoring a gov-
ernment railway to Hudson’s Bay with
running rights for all roads. A revenue
tariff, extension of the boundary of the
province northward, and better terms
from the Dominion. To-morrow the
platform will be completed and a lead-
er chosen to take the place of Hon., C.
J. Mickle. E. Brown, of Portage la
Prairie, is regarded as the probable
choice,

WAGES OF MINERS.
Disagreement P.éported at Conference

at Indianapolis—President
Mitchell’s Proposal.

Indianapolis, March 27.—The joint
scale committee of the bituminous
coal operators of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio
and Western Pennsylvania to-day re-
ported a disagreement to the joint
conference of the central competitive
district, and after a sesBion of three
hours *° the conference adjourned to
meet to-morrow morning. The dis-
cussions and arguments presented dur-
ing the afternoon established the fact
that, in so far as indications can de-
termine, the opposing sides are no
nearer to a wage agreement than
they were at the first conference. The
present wage scale will expire Satur-
day, and wunless an agreement is
reached before its expiration, 225,000
miners 4in the four states mentioned
will be called from the mines.

President Mitchell, of the TUnited
Mine Workers of America, opened the
discussion by saying: “It was my
expectation that when we convened
here this afternoon some proposition
looking to an adjustment of our diffi-
culties would be submitted by the
operators. It is evident that they
have not agreed among themselves to
submit for the consideration of this
convention any proposition looking to

one here who heard the report read by
the secretary of the joint scale com-
mittee will know that the miners have
gone out of their way—have even as-
sumed authority not vested in them
by the miners’ committee—to meet the
grave and full responsibilities placed
on them, not only as miners, but as
countrymen and citizens, by the re-
quest and the suggestion of the presi-
dent of our country; and it will be-
come evident from the votes recorded
here that at least four of the states
who must, and who rightfully shall,
assume the responsibility for a dis-*
agreement if no settlement is reached.

“One state—one large producing
state—has come in here and voted for
a restoration of the wage scale of
1903. That state has not only voted
its entire production, but it has an-
nounced in addition thereto the in-
tention to vote its mines in Ohio and
in Illinois in favor of an increase in
wages. It seems to me, gentlemen,
that, instead of sitting quietly, the
gentlemen from the operators’ side
ought to say something in defence of
their position. In accepting all the
responsibility that may come to me
personally without consultation with
the gentlemen who employ me, I want
to offer for the consideration of this
convention a motion that as a basis
of settlement there be a restoration of

an adjustment of our relations. Every-3

the wage scale, the mining scale and
the day wage scale and the dead work
scale of 1903.”

J. H. Winder, chairman of the oper-l
ators, offered as & substitute a motion |
Lo adopt the present scale with all
conditions existing at the time of its
adoption, with the mining rate at
Danville, Illinois, as a basis, and to
include all cost of shooting, loading,
timbering and inspe.tion of shots.

After a number of speeches by ex-
ponents of each side, Phillips, of the
Indiana operators, in a speech sug-
gested the settlement of the differ-
ences by arbitration.
definite plan, however,
gestion was not further discussed.

An adjournment until te-morrow was
taken, without a vote on any proposi-
tion.

THE GERMAN NAVY,

Berlin, March 27.—During the .de-
bate on the naval bill in the reichstag

leader, formerly vice-president of the
reichstag, supported the government.
He said that Germany had to reckon
cn the fleets of France and Great Bri-
tain being arrayed against Germany’s
increasing fleets, adding: ‘“We hope for
and must attain the point that the
enemy will have ta consider whether it
would be wise to atack Germany or
not. Parliament ought to accept the
bill without hesitation.”

Baron Von Richthofen, Conservative,
said the nation was convinced of the
necessity for a German fleet. It was
impossible to have a colonial policy un-
less supported by a fleet. The admiral-
ty secretary, Admiral Von Tirpitz, said
he believed the naval programme would
only make the German fleet equal to
that of France.

All the political parties except the
Socialists expressed themselves in
favor of the naval bill.

INSURANCE AFFAIRS,

London, March 27.—~The Earl of
Granard (Liberal), in behalf of the
board of trade, replying in the House
of Lords to-day to the Earl of Onslow
(Conservative), wha on March 9th gave
| notice of his intention to ask the gov-
’o" nv‘nt whether, in view of the dis-
de regarding certain insur-
riiies, it intend to compel

:nies doing business in

He outlined no |

and his sug- 1 prizes for the cadets at Rockliffe.

to-day, Herr Spahn, the center party |

in this country

their securi- |

—‘mm( s,
) nt a

In introdtcing the sul
of Onslow ]
leged practice

yjeet the Earl
1 strongly of the al-
of the officers of in-
surance companies in advancing large
sume to companies in which they
were personally interested, and of the
control of the three large American
companies doing business in Great
Britain. He reviewed the evidence of
the Armstrong committee from which
he concluded that there was no guar-
antee that British policy-holders
might not awake some morning to find
that the assets had disappeared. 1In
England, Lord Onslow added, a quarter
of a million people were interested in
the affairs of the American insurance

allow that the slightest risk of loss
should exist for those who had invest-
ed their small savings in insurance. He
hoped the government would pass leg-
islation such as has been adopted else-
where, compelling the companies to de-
| posit approvell assets to meet their li-
abilities.

During the course of his reply the
Earl of Granard said that the sug-
gestion of a guarantee to policy-hold-
ers on the part of foreign insurance
companies was not unreasonable. The
government had carefully considered
the matter and thought that the best
way to meet the request was by the
appointment of a select committee,
which he hoped he would be able to
move shortly.

jues- |

companies, and the country could not |

"WILL PRENER

WITTE RESSN?

RUMORS OF CHANGES
IN RUSSIAN CABINET

Report that Ministers of Interior and Fim
nance Will Retire-=-Progress of
Elections.

St. Petersburg, March 28.—Rumors of
impending cabinet changes continue
to circulate.

The Russ declares that beyond doubt
the state of Premier Witte’s health
will force him to resign, and also pre-
dicts the resignation of Interior Min-
ister Durnove and Finance Minister
Shipoft.

Provincial Elections.

St. Petersburg, March 28.—The prov-
ince of Mostroma, European Russia, is
the first to have completed its elec-
tions in the provincial congress. Forty-
six peasants, nineteen noblemen, eigh-
teen merchants, six professional men
and three priests were returned. The
results show that the ‘“small land-
owners,” who in reality are only peas-
ants of the more prosperous class, hold-
ing their property in severalty, stood
together against the big landlords and
chose exclusively peasants. The peas-
ants electors are not classified, and
have but one plank in their platforms,
namely, the distribution of land. The
others are divided.

Troubetskey a Delegate.

Kaluff, Central Russia, March 28.—
Prince Eugene Troubetsky, leader of
the moderates, who refused to accept

the portfolio of education in the Witte |

cabinet, has been elected by the land
owners & delegate to the provincial
congress. .

MEETING OF DOMINION
RIFLE ASSOCIATION

Earl Grey on the Necessity of School
Children Being Able to
Shoot.

Ottawa, March 28.—At the annual
meeting of the Dominion Rifle Associ-
ation, held this afternocn, Colonel Gib-
son, of Hamilton, presided. All the old
officers were re-elected.

Earl Grey, replying to a vote of
thanks, said that no Briton could
qualify himself as a good citizen unlesg
he became efficient with the rifle so
that his services would be at the dis-
posal of the crown when required. He

spoke of the necessity of training
school children to "shoot, and offering

Sir Frederick Borden said that the
people who talked about militarism in
Canada were making themselves ridic-
ulous. Canada only spent a small sum
on military per head. ‘““We were only
beginning to do our duty, and more
was expected of us, not less,” he said.
“As a self-respecting people we should
be ready for an eventuality.” Canada
had spent one million in rifle ranges
in the last ten years.

SUICIDES’ BLACK LIST.

Five Hundred Died by Their
Hand in & Year in Vienna.

Own

Vienna is establishing for itself an
unenviable reputation for suicide.
Scarcely a day passes without a case
of self-destruction, and all classes of
society contribute to the number of the
victims. During the past year 352 men
and 96 women actually put an end to
their lives, and £61 failed in their at-
tempts.

The ages of those who succeed in
taking their lives vary from an old
woman of 94, who threw herself from
a' window, to a girl cf 14, who did the
same shortly afterwards. Curiously
enough, May claims the most victims,
and November the fewest. Among the
men, 160 hanged themselves, 112 used
tue revolver, and 27 poison, 2 drowned
themselves, 15 threw themselves from
heights, = under trains and trams,
while 5 cut their throats and 1 sought
to burm himself to death.

The women chose—26 throwing out of
window, 23 hanging, 19 poison, 15 shoot-
ing, 8 drowning and 5 cutting their
throats.

Hunger and love, illness and tempor-
ary insanity were the principal causes
in the cases of the men; illness (incur-
able or too painful to be borne), 85;
folly, 41; want, 33; family quarrels, 29;
sheer weariness of life, 28; hopeless
love, 27; bad business, 26; grief at the
loss of relations, 5; and fear of punish-

nt, 4. In 74 cases the mothers were
undiscoverable.

Love and madness were the causes
in 18 of the women suicides: illness, 13;
want, 9; unhappiness at home, 9; grief

ver lost relatives, 5; sick of life, 5
bad circumstances, 1; fear of the law,
1; and 17 cases of unknown causes.

U\ITED STATE\ CO'\‘ ULS.

Washington, D. C., March 28.—Sec-
retary of State Root has determined to
provide as far as possible for the Am-
erican consuls legislated out of the ser-
vice by the recently enacted consular
reorganization bill. The blow falls
heaviest upon the consuls in Canada,
where no less than twelve otficers are
abolished, namely: Ambherstburg,
Brockville, Chatham, Goderich,Guelph,
London, Peterborough, St. Thomas,
Stratford and Wallaceburg, in the pro-
vince of Ontario, and Grenville and
Stanbridge, in Quebec.

Lack of business is the assigned rea-
sorr for the abolition, and it was point-
ed out to the House that the British
consular representation on the Ameri-
can side of the Canadian line was
much smaller than the American force
of consuls in Canada, the fact being
that there was not a single British
consulate in the states of Michigan,
‘Wisconsin, Minnesota or Ohio. Secre-
tary Root has decided that he will try
and find places for as many of these
officers as possible,

LIFE BOAT BILL.
United States Senate Authorize Con-

struction of Life Saving Station
and Tug.

A dispatch from Washington to the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer says:

The Piles bill, authorizing the con-
struction of a life-saving tug for the
north ceast waters at a cast of $300,-
000 and for the establishment of a life-
saving station at Neah bay, was pasas-
ed by the senate Monday. The bill will
now go to the House and the Wash-~
ington members will use their beat ef-
forts to secure its passage.

The bill referred to is given -below.
Senator Piles introduced his measure
in the senate on March 12th. It is in-
tended to build a boat on the lines sug-
gested by Rohert Moran in a letter to
Senator Piles. The title of the bill is:

“A bill providing for the construction
and equipment of a first-class life-sav-
ing ccean-going tug, also a launch
tender to be used in connection there-
with, for service on the North Pacific
coast of the United States.”

It provides as follows:

“Be it enacted by the senate and
House of Representatives of the Unit-
ed States of America In congress as-
sembled. That there be,.and is hereby
appropriated, out of any money in the
treasury of the United States not other-
wise appropriated, the sum of $200,000,
for the purpose of constructing and
equipping a. first-class  life-saving
ocean-going tug, also a launch tender
to be used in connection therewith,
which said tug shall be equipped with
wireléss telegraph apparatus, surf and
lifeboats, and such other modern life
and property saving appliances as may
be useful in assisting vessels and res-
cuing persons and property from the
perils of the sea on the North Pacific
coast of the United States.

“That said tug shall be constructed
undar the authority of the secretary of
the treasury, operated by the revenue
cuttar service of the United States and
officered and manned by the most skill-
ful life-saving men available, and
when completed shall be sta' ned at
Neah bay, in the state of Washington,
for service on the North Pacific coast
of the United States.”

SANGUINARY FIGHT.

Bodies of Six Italians, Hacked With
Knives, Found in House in
Minneapolis.

Minnqapolis, Minn., March 28.—The
Lodies of six Italians, covered with
blood and terribly hacked with knives,
were found by the police in an old
frame building on Tenth avenue con-
cucted as a laborers’ lodging house.
Fecur of the bodies were found in a
first floor room and a bleody . trail led
into the cellar, where two more were
discovered.

It is believed the men were victims
of a fight last night in which twelve
men took part.

The place was rented to nine Italians
who, it is now believed, constituted a
‘“Mafia” or “Black Hand” organiza-
tion. They brought three others to the
lodging house last night. After mid-
night six men were seen to leave the
house. The police had heard a noise,
but thought it was only a little fight
and paid,no attention to it.

This morning an investigation was
started. The door awas broken open
and a horrible sight was revealed.
Blood lay in pools all about the room,
and besides the four dead bodies were
found three long knives with their
blades bloody.

The murderers had evidently let the
injured men bleed to death for the
wounds were not deep but rather long
slashes running lengthwise along the
Lodies. The faces were also frightfully
cut and marked.

In a tin box on the floor of the room
was found a cheque for $373 made out
to Nicolo Demtri. The box also con-
tained $500 in Italian gold pieces and
$400 in American currency.

The bpolice believe the victims were
lured to the spot and then toid that
they must die. A fight was started
and during the fight not only the three
victims, but three of the assallants
were killed.

Apparently robbery was not the mo-
tive, for the money was left untouched
and the vietims all had small amounts
cn their persons.

The nine men who rented the place
were mysterious in all their movements
during the two months of residence in
Minneapolis.

FIGHT AT CHURCH SOCIAL.

One Person Instantly Killed and Sev-
% eral Wounded.

Bluefield, W. Va., March 27.—Bleood-
shed and death ended a social at the
Methodist Episcopal church at Coal-
dale, near here, to-night. Benjamin
Copely was killed instantly, his wife

was fatally hurt by having part of her |

head blown off by a shotgun, and sev-
eral others received bullet
Mrs. W. H. Harper was wounded in
the side, and Henry Garden was shot
in the leg. Two unknown men who
fled after the fight were slightly
wounded.

There had been hard feeling of long
standing over the management of the
funds which had been raised for the
erection of a new church building.
During the evening there was a clash
between adherents of the rival
tions. Guns were produced and
shooting began. Mrs. Harper, Garden
and James Hotten were placed under
arrest, pending a complete investiga-
tion by the authorities.

THE PALMA TROPHY.

There Will Be No Contest Between
Riflemen This Year.
New

York, March 28.—<It has been

decided that there will be no contest |

for the Palma trophy this year, alk
though the offer of the National Rifie
Association of Canada to shoot the
match on the range at Ottawa would
be accepted by the British rifle men.

Recent correspondence, however, be-
tween Lord Cheylesmore, of the Na-
tional Rifle Agsociation of Great Bri-
tain, and General Spencer, president of
the National Association of America,
settled the matter adversely.

ESTIMATES ASSENTED TO.
Ottawa, March 28.—Deputy-Governor
Sedgwick gave assent to the supply
bill in the Senate this afterncon for the
supplementary estimates for the cur-
reat year,

wounds. |

fac- |

|

R VERNON CASE

THE EVIDENCE RAS -
ALL BEEN PUTIN

s ———

The Legal Points are Being Brought to
Attention of the Chief
Justice.

e e e

(From Wednesday's Daily.)

In the hearing of the reference to the
Chief Justice under the Midway &
Vernon Aid Act this morning the tak-
ing of evidence was completed. Argu-
ment was then begun upen the legal
question as to whether the act had
been complied with.

Yesterday afternoon upon resuming
the hearing of the case R. Smailes con-
tinued his evidence under examination
hy E. V. Bodwell, K. C. Witness said
that a contract had been closed with
the Okanagan Construction Company
in July, 1905. In the same month work
began with a large foree of men, and
was continued up to the time of the
question being raised as to the subsidy
being in doubt. Cross-examined by
Deputy Attorney-General McLean, K.
C., witness said that the syndicate had
been put to $40,000 or $50,000 expense
in floating the company. This included
the expenses to England, etc. -There
had bheen about $8,000 more spent for
surveys, etc.

The Atlantic Construction Company
was to pay $100,000 to the syndicate,
and the latter was also to receive
stock. The syndicate got $10,000 out of
it. Of this $6,000 went to pay legal
expenses and $5,000 was paid for wark.

Witness said that by the end of July
the Atlantic Company had satisfled it-
self that the undertaking was a feas-
ible one. After correspondence in Nov-
ember witness demanded that the com-
pany either go on with the work or
forfeit the contract. 3

Cross-examined as to the Atlantic
Company not going on, Mr. McLean
wanted to know if he suggested that
the C, P. R. had bought the company
off.

Witness said that he did not say that
the C. P. R. had bought them off. The
C. P, R. from what he knew of these
things had given another contract to
this company thus drawing it off from
the Midway & Vernon contract.

About December 20th the Atlantic
Company gave up the contract. Previ-
ous to that time the letters received
by witness from the Atlantic Company
were that Mr. Loss would not give up
his contract.

In July, 1905, if Sandenburg, Tolman
& Co. had not gone into the scheme
there were others who would have done
so, and the money would have heen
assured.

Mr. McLean wanted to know how in
1905 witness was a .ae
Dominion governme; sub-
sidy was given.

Witness said this 7 Mr.
Caine, Mr. Arthur and the Okanagan
Construction Company, satisfying the
Bank of Montreal that they were well
able to eonstruct the line.

When the Midway & Vernon Railway
Company was formed there were four
Canadians and three Americans in it.
The Canadians were A. R. Pope, D. H.
McDowall, D. M, Eberts and B. Webb.

When the two men were put at work
on the railway line it was expected
that within one month the work would
be begun by the.contractora.

To make the railway line complete
would have required perhaps $24,000 a
mile or $3,468,000. This would include
rolling stock, etc.

In December, 1905, when witness
reached New York he saw the letter
written by the Bank of Montreal to
the bankers in New York. This was
when he first learned that the govern-
ment questiond the right to pay the
subsidy.

In March, 1905, Mr. Wood was in Vie-
toria. The latter had informed witness
that he had had an interview with the
Premier, who had said that he would
aid the syndicate in every way pos-
sible. He did not know at that time
that Mr. Robertson, the solicitor for
the company, was endeavoring to get
a confirmation from the government
that the act had been complied with
with respect to the beginning of con-
struction.

On Fehruary 4th Mr, Smailes said
that the Premier had assured him him-
self in his office that the company had
nothing to fear from the government,
and that he (the Premier) would do
all he could to aid the company.

Mr. McLean then produced a tele-
gram on the C. P. R. blanks purport-
ing to be from Mr. Smailes at Green-
wood to Mr. Woodsg at Victoria. Mr.
Smailes could not remember having
seen the telegram before.

Mr. McLean wanted the original pro-

| duced.

Mr. Bodwell wanted to know where
Mr. McLean got this telegram. There
was only one source for it, he said, and
that was the C. P. R. Company. He
would like very much to know how
Mr. McLean got it. It was quite clear
it was given out by the C. P. R., being
a message over that company’s line.

His Laordship did not see why Mr.
Smailes went to see the Premier abhout
the matter if he felt that the act had
been complied with.

Witness said he had no doubt in his
own mind about the matter, To prave
this he pointed out that the mercantile
company with which he was connected
had put in supplies to the extent of
$20,000. Mr. Smailes said at that time
he was about to enter into a contract

| with the Okanagan Company, and he

wished to have it made absolutely sure.

Mr. McBride also shook hands with
Mr, Loss and wished him success.

His Lordship said this was but a
politician extending the glad hand.

The Chief Justice added that this
seemed to be a simple case. It was one
really of when work began. If a sod
was turned that constituted beginning
work. What he ecould not understand
was why these people seemed to have
any doubt about the act being complied
with.

Mr. Smailes said he had no doubt in
his mind.

Mr. Bodwell pointed out to his Lord-
ship that this was but the usual prac-

J

.| Vernon in 1903.

‘tice with men putting money 'hlpo
scheme. They always sought some de-
claration from the government that

!
|

everything was all right. Mr. Smailes
was but following the_ usual: prlot
pursued in these.

R. E. Ashcrdft, P L.-S,, testlged mt y 2

he had located five miles of line from
He had a party of five
with him. On January 1st, 1904, actual
work began on the road bed under the

direction of witnessi ~Supplies weérg o | 2

hand, and the work was done to the
grade.

Cross-examined by Mr. McLean, wit-
ness said that he got permission to go
on the land owned by Mr. Simmons by
the  latter’s brother. Witness = filed
plans in March of the line of railway
for five miles.

H. Sedel, of Okanagan lake, said that
in December, 1903, he began work on
the Midway & Vernon. He worked for
16 months on the road. He was paid
monthly for the work. A total of $2,784
was paid himself and the man assist-
ing him in the time he was engaged.

Lachlan McLean, of McLean Bros.,
testified that he had been in charge af
the work under a contract on the Mid-
way & Vernon railway for the Okan-
agan Company. He carried out work
from July 28th, 1905, to December. The
work amounted to over $67,000. There
were over 200 men working during part
of the time.

In reply to Mr. McLean witness said
only $10,000 was received on this ac-
count. There was due the remainder
to himself and the men.
was in the. Bank of Montreal, he was
told by the manager. For some reason
the money was not paid over.

Mr. Bodwell gaid that if any stress
was laid by Mr. McLean on the ques-
tion of the telegram referred to in the

evidence he would call Mr. McDowell to

give testimony dealing with it.

It was agreed to call Mr. McDowell
this morning, and the hearing adjourn-
ed.

This Morning’s Proceedings.

Upon the opening of the case this
morning D, H. McDowall was the first
witness called. He had been identified
with the Midway & Vernon since Janu-
ary, 1906

He was questioned by Mr. Bodwell
with reference to the telegram from
Mr. Smailes to Mr. Wood containing
mention of another message from wit-
ness, who was in New York.

Witness said he wanted a letter from
H. W. Pger & Co., brokers of New
York, assWiring him that the finances
would be provided. The solicitor of
these bankers asked that in order to
make it doubly sure that the subsidies
would be paid by the Dominion and
the province. Mr. MeGuiam at Ottawa
was asked to get assurance from Mr.
Emmerson, which was done. Harold
Robertson was asked at Victoria
get the assurance of the provincial gov-
ernment, This was simply to make the
assurances doubly sure.

Cross-examined by Mr. McLean, wit-
ness said that Mr. Robertson had sent
a message which satisfied the bankers.
Mr. McDowall said that he felt sure
the message produced was what he
sent, namely, ‘“Wire through bank o=
attorney-general, bu
that work eomplying
has been done. Wird

Mr. McDowall said
he sent this message to Mr. Smailes,
who in turn transmitted ‘it to Mr.
‘Wood in Victoria.

The Premier’'s answer to Mr. Rebert-
gson had been that the government did
not intend to repudiate the claim if the
act was complied with. Two respon-
sible men, Price Ellison and R. Wood,
had given assurances that the work
had been carried out all right. Mr.
Robertson’s statement to this, effect
satisfied the bankers.

The negotiations with H. W. Poer &
Co, either fell through or were broken
off.

Asked by Mr. Bodwell what was
meant by being broken off, witness
said that the bankers may have broken
off the negotiations owing to influences.
It had always been found difficult to
make financial arrangements for rail-
ways which were proposed to be built
in territory already occupied by large
corporations in British Columbia.

Negotiations were then entered into
with other bankers. It was found bet-
ter to get European capital, and the
American bankers representing these
together with the Bank of Montreal
were directly dealt with. Maoney was
obtained, and there was plenty ta have
gone on with the greater enterprise
planned. If this difficulty had not
arisen the company would have con-
structed g larger mileage than the
Grand Trunk Pacific,

On October 9th A. A. Arthur,
Schmidt, representing Ladenburry &
Co., and witness met the government.
All the members of the government
were present except Mr, Fulton. The
Premier said while discussing the
larger mileage proposal that he would
like a reference to the courts to decide
whether the subsidy sheuld be paid.

Mr. McDowall thought this peculiar,
but a member of the government said
it was simply to satisfy the finance
minister.

Mr. Schmidt, representing the bank,
did not seem to consider this as a seri-
ous matter.

It was not until December that any-
thing serious cccurred when Hon. Mr.
Tatlow made the statement to Mr.
Clouston, of the Bank of Montreal, in
Montreal.

In July witness had had an interview
with the government, and then he had
raised the point of entering into a con-
tract that the subsidy would be paid
in cash or inscribed stock of the prov-
ince. The representative of Poer &
Co., A. A. Arthur, was present, and
Mr. Cain. It was felt by witness that
the cash would be much better, and he
was anxious to make this arrangement.
He had not in view any question as to
the right to the subsidy.

On October 9th, when the question of
a. reference to the cost was made, the
European capital was not secured. It
was being negotiated for. Witness had
expressed surprise at the proposal of
the government at that late hour to
desire a reference to the court. Hav-
ing some parliamentary experience he
was surprised that the practice else-
where pursued was not followed here.

Witness thcught that the finance
minister should have been satisfied
with seeking the opinion of the attor-
ney-general. An appeal to court was
repugnant to bankers at a time when
negotiations were in progress.

, This closed the case for the com-
rany. g
Mr. McLean asked that H. Robertson

Mr.

;",- \a.'b‘ s -
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The moneys

be called as a witness,
"Bodwell pointed out
Bﬂbﬂ‘tson a8 a solicitor, w
ileged. He did not wish to k
nnything but he was not able
what Mr. Robertson’s clients n){\ ?
ah Rirgito reveal in the m(uu;‘ ¥
2His .Lbﬁdshlp said this was 4
1 practice " which Mr. McLean wax .
for to examine Mr. Robertson.

Mr. McLean said if Mr. Robert
did not wish to answer he could ;
force him. He was anxious 1o |,

MM&{Robertsou did in an eng
t6 1ftduct the government to e
the act hgd been complied \\nh

“His Lordship thought this
admissable.

His Lordship further addeq th
.had -no doubt in his mind that
February, 1906, the government
doubts as to the subsidy act ha.
been complied with.

Mr. McLean said he would not
for Mr. Robertson to answer o,
roint. Me, however, held that
important to take evidence as i
filing of the plans of the railway.

He held that under the Dominio
it was necessary before the work
be done that the plans should |
and approved of. There was t!
railway.

Mr. Bodwell said this was und:
Dominion act and the subsidy
consideration was the provincial «

Mr. McLean sazid there was p:
ally the same provision in the pr
cial act.

Mr. Bodwell said it 'would be
that this was not the eondition,

His Lordship said there were a),
ently no plans filed with the proy
government.

Mr. Bodwell said that the pla;
been submitted but the department ;
turned them with the information t1
the paper was not of the kind us:
The plans were filed at Ottawa,
did away with the necessity for
them in the province.

His Lordship suggested that the fl-
ing of plans was for the protection of
owners of land. He did not see that
it could be said that railway construc-
tion was not begun because the plans
were not flled. He thought that th:
work done by the Midway & Verno
Company bheing in conformity with the
plans of the engineer as a part of th
railway must be held to show an
tentlon to bulld the railway. The
was the doubt in his mind as
whether it could be shown that
filing of plans was absolutely necs
sary.

Mr. McLean held that construc:
could only be legally done unde;
act after the plans were submitted

Mr. Bodwell held that the Don
act did not apply. The money w
be paid upon the provincial act !
eomplied with. Even under the
minion aet the enactment that
struction was not to begin until
plans had been filed was obpen
liberal interpretation. This could «
apply to lands where objection
raised. A company could surely bs
canstruction on its own land or
where no objection was raised wit!
plans being filed. The filing of pl
were necessary only where obje
was raised to the company going «
the land. He cited indements to sup-

that :\[
a8 pri
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1at
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filiy
IIng

2d that e

ymplied

eeeding ne
emssary, Lo aeciare the aid forfeites
The act was. not self-executive. Tt
statement in the act that it becam

able.
The court then adjourned until
this afternoon.

ST. PAUL’'S CHURCH.
Annual Spring Concert of the Presb;
terians of Victoria West.

The annual spring concert of St
Paul’'s Presbyterian church, Victm
West, was held Tuesday night. The
casion was of more than usual int:
est. It happened to be the sixiee
anniversary of the formation of
congregation, and during the past.:
it had entirely freed itself from d
Noat conly that, but it had taken
itself the respomnsibility of becomin:
gelf-sustaining congregation in ths
ture.

The chair last evening was occu
by Rev. D. M. McRae, who ga\
short history of the congregatio:
1890 the site was purchased,
amount being raised on the joint nots

was then minister of First Presbyter
an church, and himself. The nucle
of the congregation comprised o
faur families. During the first year tl
note was paid, leaving the site fre
The following year the present chur
building was erected, but as too oft
happens the unavoidable mortgage 1
to he resorted to in order to defray
cost. Carrying the mortgage in «
days when the rate of interest
high was a heavy tax upon the rev

of the congregation, but owing chi
to the unwearied efforts of the L
Aid Society it became reduced,
now has disappeared.

The ehairman gratefully allud
the assistances the congregatio
received first from the home
committee, and subsequently fro
augmentative fund of the I
church. He said, however, that i
tributing to the various schemes ¢
church, St. Paul’'s had always 1
fair dividend on the amount rec:

It would not only continue to do
in the future, but he hoped would
pay even the principal in order
the congregation would have a
in helping struggling mission s
which are being established in t!
west. He expected at least on:
mission field would be opened up
ing the present year.

On the platform were the Rev.
Reid and Campbell and Rev. Mr.
of St. Andrews, who delivered
addresses, conveying friendly
gratulations from the older
stronger congregations of the city
bidding St. Paul's God speed.

A fine programme was then rends
ed, opened by Master Williscroft, ®
gave an organ solo. Others who ¢©
tributed were Mr. and Mrs. Moir, Mrs
Weir, of Hamilton, who is a sister
Mrs. McRae; Miss Wilson, J. G. Bro®
Mr. McLeon and Master J. Moir, U
accompanist being Mr. J. Longfe
At the close of the programme I’
freshments were served by the Ladies
Aid Society of the congregation, an
very ' enjoyable entertainment W&
brought to a close.

Jean Dereboul, a Paris joiner, died fr“h.’
congestion’ after winning a bet that
would consume ten yards of sausages.

null and void really meant it was void-
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of the late Rev. Donald Fraser, who
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