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for the regulatio
that the Governor's fee for d license of marriag

hand and private geal i )
bo taken by the registrar of the Prerogative Court, the duties
of which ‘were in & great measure limited to marriage
licenses, was, for t lve shillings and

he licenso and bond, twe
six-pence. This ordinance expired two years after its publi-
cation, but the offices continue

od to existunder each successive
administration, and the foes, somewhat increase

taken ever since.
The Governor's Secretary,

d, have been

down to the union of Upper and

Tower Canadg, in 1841, g(\.nom\ly held the office of registrar,
receiving as & perquisite those fees, which wero considerable,
and upon & chango of administration under Lord Sydenham,
when the office was vested in the Socretary of the Province,
a Parliamentary enquiry took placo with a view to regulate
i i and to provide for the regular
ya ment thereof into the public treasury,—& party in the
sogislature believing that the salary attached to the offico of
Provincial Secrotary was an adequate provis'\on,-nnd that the
funds arising from {he fees on licenses ‘ould only legally be
appropriated by authority of Parlisment.
n this state of things the Legislature, looking about for
moans of paying for the rebellion losses in Lower Canads,
passed, on tho 9th of June, 1846, an_act ap‘)ropriaﬁn that
ortion of tho Marriago Jiconse Fund arising in Lower
anada, to the ayment of the principal and interest of the
Tower Cannda bollion Liosses Debonturos; while by the
samo act_the proceeds arising from’ the Marringe License
Fund in Up};er Canada, was specially appropriat to Public
Charitable Institutions. Subsequently this portion w88, by
the 13th and 14th Victoria, chapter 10, declared to be at the
disposal of the Togistature for public purposes of interest in’
‘Upper Canada.
rom the abovp statement it apposrs that while the funds
arising from the dia‘wnsations or Marriage Licenses granted
by the Roman Catholic Church are received and appropria
by occlesinstical authorities exclusively, the funds arising from
the same sources among Protostants aro diverted from their
legitimate channel and approprinted to purposes of an opposite
and a very objectionablo character, ViZ.;
which would more properly bo 8 charge upo!
revenues of the country than the placing of the Protestant
community in astate of inferiority to that of their Roman

Catholic fellow-subjects.
M. M. FoTHERGILL.
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