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toy a ministir of the crown of his official speech of the attorney-general wo all Im- ployed the finances of the province to he attempted for political purposes 
petition in the province, and of the offi- press the public with the spotless purity advance his own interests and position jure a member of the government 
ciul position of an agent of the govern- of the government. Nothing could be he occupied to boom a private enterprise. Ma sit his future. He extended his 
ment, in order to assist in promoting in made ont of the point that the document There could be no defense of such action, pathy to the “gallant oollonel.’’
Great Britain a land speculation of this was for private circulation only. It was Hon. Mr. Davie had mentioned certain Hbn. Mr. Pooley said the résolut! 
character. not of a private nature. Nothing had public men who were connected with pri- ooulld not injure the reputation that H °n

The question, the mover said, been brought forward to show that some vate enterprises hut did those gentlemer# Col. 'Baker bore. It -was not with !ia 
one of the greatest importance, one to whom the circular was sent did use their public positions to advance idea of doing the country good tÜe

not give k to the Times, ae he wobld have their private interests? Hon. Col. Ba- was through the malice that the 
a perfect right to do. The idea of the ker fortified his position by using the re- sitoon bore the government, (that the u 
attorney-general talking about newspaper port of a subordinate officer to certify to tion was introdiuiced. Hon. Col git 
honor after what bis,organ did in Mr. what he said. It would no doubt be m- did not need to use Ms official titles'" 
Kitchen’s case. He would not say that teresting to the finance minister to know London, as he was well known theav 
the attorney-general had written the ar- whether. Col. Baker pays taxes on the fore he came to British Columbia n 
ride. The point was not whether the amount at which he valued the Gran- there was going to be mud slinging u 
newspaper had published a private doeu- brook estate in the prospectus. It was it be from -both aides. He did not j» 
ment, but whether the members of the the 'duty of the house to condemn any pose to be dictated to by members fr 
legislature would hlave been doing their 8UCh action on the part of a minister. thé other side. It might be well to . 
duty if they had not called attention to Mr- H[Unter xld 5f he attempted to if certain members had a right to sit 
it after seeing it published. Everybody whitewash Mr. Brown there would be a the house. The leader of the opposit'.» 
was wefl aware that public men were jn whitewash that he would not he thought, would regret the positicA»
connected with private enterprises. The j.ke to He congratulated the had taken.
matter had been made public, and a great ppovinriai secretary on the advertising Mr. Sword «aid he was goinc tin k„ 
many people thought Hon. Col. Baker hdg property yad received. The independ- port the resolution. Every member 
Tj?8 of a breach of official etiquette. opposition had levied an assess- view with disapprobation the use in '
The whitewash brush had been used men!t to puMish the document in the minister of the crown of his official i> * 
pretty frequently this session, but the was a contemptSMe thing to • tion to advance such a aeheme. H.- ri
attorney-general was mistaken if he cdiarge fee minister wftth using time for not say that the scheme was not -, 7' 
thought he could paint Ms side white by ye was paid by the province for 1 gitimate one. Every member should it
painting the other side black. If was ^ teisiness. How did they know ; able to support the resolution. The w,.„f 
impossible to get away from the potn^- feat ye did not1 do his business during ing of the prospeidtus showed that Hen" 
Jn 1 SeCr€" his own time? Was he to spend 24 Ool. Baker had used his official nose'.0'
î8^ boomed the aeheme for his own hlourg a day on public business? It was in connection -with the scheme. ‘>D
interests. It was very d.fferenit when as wrong to read a prospectus mark- Mr. Keith said the reonlirri^ v ,
public men went into companies after ^ “for private circulation" as it was to very tenroeratelv frennWl- > 
having foundout timrt they were all rW. rM<1 a ^ mBa.ked ..^Wlte„ He m i very SsilT h:l?
In this case Co! Baker had gone to Eng- ^ to whitewash the metober for £5d “hut Sk ™ thf L He
and to guarantee the value of certain Wegtm5Wtir ^ burt he wanted ,ad'

lam'd, and as a guarantee thait it was all , , . ^ ^ Tnar tnere was something that
right he used (hfiJs officiai titles. If the . . . * ^ <t^ie ni€imlhems of the government,
matter was allowed to pass some mem ^r* said secretory Among other things the attorney-general
whose characters were not spotless might «““P***-.hM <**. , Wa® had said that he was not honest or spot,
get into power and use the same means * t0 cstobMed that a minister of leas. Perhaps, he felt better after he sa d 
tio advance their private interests. A dan- i*6. crurtTn mt haTe any P^vate it, as an open confession, was good for the

'geroug precedent would be established business, soul. I here was no attempt to injure
if this matter was allowed to pass. The Mr. Oat-ton» quite agreed wfilth the re- “je reputation of -the provincial secretary,
attorney-glen eral dfid not say that the mark that ithe speech of the attorney- résolution was introduced honestly
booming of this scheme wais one of the ! general was no defence. Thlat gentleman an<* m the luteretits of the province. He 
matter® of public interest for which Hon. ! had been very nniflortunate. He had d not think that any member would 
Col. Baker had gone to England, butt he ! lately to defend two ministers of the a.ttempt too anjure the reputation of an-
said that the colonel deserved the thanks crown, and he believed every member other. The provincial secretary must
of the province for endeavoring to in- ! was of the opinion that he had failed in “ave ™a very comfortable when he heard

both oases. The .provincial secretary fee eulogy pronounced upon him by Mr.
knew that there -was no foundation for HAH. The house had been called upon
what he had said about him (Mr.' Cotton).1 twice this week to investigate the ac- 
He insinuated that a letter had been pub- irons of a minister of the crown. Mr.
lilshed in the News-Advertiser written by Hall bad referred fo paid agitators, bat
him (Mr. Cotton) or Mr. Brown to make “e did not think that Mr. Hall would
political capital. Thait letter was written be paid to agitate a question. Mr.
by a gentleman well known in Montreal Kitchen had done quite right when he 
and Victoria and whk> ie well versed in went over the province to refute the false
Kootenay matters. The letter was pub- statements made by the premier. The
lished during his absence. When he re- provincial secretary must have thought
turned to Vancouver he found a letter preserve me from my friends” when the 
from Hon. OoE. Baker asking for the Premier was balking. The premier had 
name of the writer. He answered the a mania for purloined documents. He 
letter of Col. Baler, and very courte- always losing or missing a document, 
ously offered to publish the whole pros- T“® pribhc must be disgusted with hear- 
pedtus df he sent it. The tetters were not : *n" about it. 
written by himself or any one else for 
the purpose of making political capital.
The attorney-general avoided the main 
subject. There can toe no doubt that the

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. This -was a matter of principle. The 
members should throw off the shackles 
with which they are bounds on general 
questions and demand their rights apd 
and the rights of the people whom they 
represent. They should not allow a 
tryrannical minister . to insult them. In 
declining to i bring down the papers the 
government made the people believe that 
there was something to hide. The attor­
ney-general had been asked a polite 
question and he had answered in a way 
that he had never before heard a mem­
ber answered. Party lines should be 
thrown off and the rights of the house 
asserted.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the papers would 
be brought down in due time and they 
would not be brought down, sooner. 
There had been no breech of privilege or 
neglect of the order of the house. The 
motion passed by the house was simply 
a re-echo of the speech from the throne. 
It would not be fair to the members of 
the house or the government to bring the 
papers piece-meal. The papers would be 
brought with the bill. They would not 
be complete until the bill was ready.

Mr. Brown contended that the attor­
ney-general as usual had been winding 
around the questiou instead of speaking 
to the point. The attorney-general said 
in effect that he would bring the papers 
down when he felt like it, and no sooner. 
By allowing the motion to pass the gov­
ernment lead the members to bel-eve 
that the papers would be brought down 
before thejbill was introduced. By not 
obeying the order of the house the atto •- 
ney-general was insulting every member 
of the house.

Mr. Sword said he understood, when 
the motion was passed, that the papers 
would be brought down immediately. 
He supposed that hereafter members 
would have to specify at what time* 
they wanted papers.

Hon. Mrt Pooley said the leader of 
the " apposition considered every answer 
given by the government evasive and 
satisfactory. The papers could not be 
brought down until they were ready.

The motion was put and lost on the 
following division:

Yeas—Messrs. Semlin, Milne, Beaven, 
Kitchen, Cotton,

to in-
end

sym-

Hon. CoL Baker’s Land Scheme Discussed 
in 'the House.

;
: -

but itwas
The resolution set forth most of tire 
facts of the case but therfe were other 
facts that were not mentioned in it.. He 
produced a copy of the Times with the 
Granbrook estate prospectus in it.

Hon. Col. Baker—Who put the prospec­
tus In the Times. ,

Hon. Mr. Beaven—The hon. gentleman 
might just as well ask me who put it 
in the London Times.

Hon. Col. Baker wanted a copy of the"
London Times produced.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he had heard 
that the prospectus was published in the 
London Times. However, he had only 
referred to that in passing. All must 
regret that a minister of the crown had 
so far forgotten himself as to allow his 
official position to be connected with nn 
affair of this kind. It would be remem­
bered that last year Hon. Col. Baker 
went on a mission to England. Before 
leaving he, drew from the provincial 
treasury $1000 to pay his expenses. A 
copy of the voucher was contained in the 
report of the public accounts committee 
that had just been presented to the house.
The voucher states that Hon. Colonel 
Baker drew the $1000 to go to London 
and represent the province at the opening 
of the Colonial Institute and to transact 
other business for the province. He did 
not know whether the land scheme was 
included in the “other important busi­
ness." While in London, however, it 
was true that Hon. Col. Baker had pro­
moted his private interests. Not only 
that, bat before leaving he fortified him­
self with a report of a subordinate offi­
cer of the province. It was most un­
fortunate that a minister had used a re­
port of a subordinate officer to bolster up 
his wildcat scheme. How long would
it be before the 1500 acres mentioned in duce ^ tx> «he province,
the prospectus would be needed ror a How Mp the province
townsite m East Kootenay? The amount b ^ into tend' speculation and lying 
of land mentioned as bang_ set aside for wMe ^er people developed the
a towns,te would take m the whole pen- ^nce? If he had Offered to sell small 
insula on which Victoria ,s situated, ,to men rite wtouM develop them he
This was one of the schemes that tile m- ,d ^ ^ doing some good. But 
vestors m Great Britain were asked to here men weTe ^ go info a mere
put their money into, on the recommenda- gpeooiaition. The government was una- 
tl»n of a minister of the crown and an Me to ^ ootened lWBIS doing any- 
officer of the province. The question tMng more ^ ^ying to benefit himself, 
really was. Did & minister of the kro,vn ye wKragd not say thait the matter had 
use his official position for private pur- been mj^ypreyynjted, but they had (the 
poses while travelling at the expense of &dt wtendl went to England,
the province. -It was one of those ai)jd yÿng fhe government could
transactions that the legislature should p]ace before the people as too what he did 
condemn. lhe legislature should pass a yyyg itttet he attended the opening of the 
resolution condemning such conduct and Oollomal Itidtitnte. ‘The province had a 
show that they had nothing to do with it. fcdgMy respiectied aigenitgeaierail, wiho might 
It was a nice example for the minister tended the opening of the Insti-
of education to set before the rising gen- tute. He founded hifl wfhoile scheme on 
eration of the province, using his official , ^ y^ft he was a minister of the 
capacity in such a wey. No man with in British Columbia- The only
any feeling of self respect would ltjt it Way the attorney-general could justify the 
pass without holding up his hand against scheme was by sayius ifhat it was done 
it. If a man could not see anything dis- privately, not publicly. He would not say 
honest in that transaction, he did not that it was done privately because Ool. 
know where that man could see any dis- - Baker was ashamed of it. The attorney- 
honesty. It was not proper for a min­
ister of the crown, while travelling at 
the expense of the province, to attempt 
to float such a scheme as that. He was 
afraid that if he expressed his full sen­
timents he would say something that it 
would be better to leave unsaid. It was 
with a great deal of regret that he had 
found a minister doing such a thing. He 
was satisfied the public, if not the legis­
lature, Would condemn such a thing. The 
house might whitewash Hon. Ool. Baker

barrel

a EIGHT LONG HOUKS DEVOTED TO IT’

Mr. Beaven’* Motion Defeated After a 
Long Debate in Which Almost i$verv 
Member Took Part—Very Little Other 
Bnsideee Transacted.

-
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Thursday, Eteb. 8.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 

o’clock.
Mr. Croft presented a petition from 

the Brunette Sawmill Company. 
Petitions from Wm. Fowler and F.

P. Bishop (re 'assessment mortgages), 
and John N. Muir, for repeal of sec­
tion 56 of the “Public School Act,” 
were received.

Mr. Croft presented the fourth report 
of thei public accounts committee.

Mr. Martin presented a report from- 
the private bills committee stating that 
the rules and orders^ had been com­
plied with in reference to the applica­
tions for private bills from the Cariboo 
and Horse Fly Hydraulic Mining Com­
prîtes, the Ashcroft and Cariboo Kail­
way, Sumas Dyking Company, Nana­
imo and Vancouver Telegraph Company, 
McLean Bros, Kaslo and Slocan Rail- 

and the Halls (Mines Company. 
The report was adopted.

Mr. Kitchen presented a petition 
from the township of Chilliwhaok to 
validate ak loan by-law re drainage of 
Big Prairie.

Mr. Croft presented a petition from the 
Brunette Sawmill Company to perfect 
the incorporation of the company.

Hon. Col. Baker presented a return 
of all orders-in-council authorizing the 
allowance of a draw back on rebate on 
royalties on any piles, spars or timber, 
with the amount of the same allowed 
and the name of the company or person 
to whom the rebatê has been granted.

Hon. Mr. Vernon presented the report 
of the chief commissioner of Lands and 
Works for the year ending December 
31st, 1893.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a return 
of the cost of the tend expropriated for 
the government buildings, the amount 
of the contract and the work not to be 

follows: “1. Ex­

way

m

'
un-

S&vrs

I
McKenzie, Sword,
Brown, Foster, and Keith—10.

Nays—Messrs. Baker, Pooley, Punch, 
Horne, Smith, Watt, Davie, Vernon, 
Eberts, Stodîlart, Booth, Adams, Tur­
ner, Martin, Croft, Hunter, Rogers, An­
derson, Fletcher—19.

Mr. Speaker gave a ruling on the 
question by Dr. Milne on Tuesday as 
follows: “Is it the intention of the gov­
ernment to repeal so much of the per- 
IBcnal property tax enactment ns relates 
:to money loaned on mortgage on real 
estate?” The Speaker said: The Hon. 
minister of (finance has objected to the 
question, claiming that ministers are 
not required to answer questions invol­
ving an explanation of their intentions 

to matters of taxation. Rule 29, of 
our own rules and orders, permits the 
putting of questions to ministers of the 

relating to public affairs, and of 
this privilege hon. members have fre­
quently availed themselves, without re­
striction or objection. Numerous cases 
may be cited from the journals of this 
honse—notably those of 1889, page 13; 
1892, page 19; and 1893, page 35— 
wherein it is recorded that similar ques­
tions have been asked by private mem-, 
bers and answered by ministers of the 
crown. May, 9th edition, pages 354-5, 
says that “A question may be asked con­
cerning the intention of the government 
in any matter of legislation or-adminis­
tration, tout not as tb‘their'hlfetract 
opinions upon general questions of pol­
icy.” The authority (Todd) quoted by 
the minister of finance is not, al text­
book in this house, rule, 110 of our rules 
and orders requiring that English rules

I am
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done by contract as 
propriation of land, $56,206. A Contract 
No. 1, foundation, etc., $54,790; extras, 
$1,552; contract No. 2, $507,986; for 
iron girders, $5,891.75; total,$630,219. io.
3 (a) The contracts let include every­
thing requisite for complete construc­
tion and fittings of the building, and also 
comprise a considerable amount of which 
comprise a considerable amount of work 
■which it "is usual to classify under the 
head of furniture, (b) The cost of lay­
ing out the grounds has not yet been 
entered, and will depend upon the am­
ount appropriated for the service at a 
future date.”

Hon. Mr. Beaven rose to a question 
of privilege. When! the house adjourn­
ed on Tuèsdiy the attorney-general was 
asked when the house would receive 
the papers in connection with the rs a 
kue*> and Stooan Railway. The attor­
ney-general did not treat the request 
■with much consideration, in fact he had 
treated the house as if it was a nullity. 
One of the . gravest: breeches of the 
privilege of the house was committed 
when any minister of the crown declined 

■^to bring down papers that -the house 
had requested. The governor in his 
speech said the papers would be brought 
down' and later the house had passed a 
motion for a return of the papers. The
motion was passed -without a dissenung 
voice If the attorney-general did not 
think the papers should be brought down 
he should have opposed the motion 
when it was introduced. One of .he 
privileges of the honse was to ask for 
the return of peapers bearing on public 2aet4ro UnieL the members obtained 
all the information they could they 
would not be doing their duty to their 
constituents. He had heard many^ en­
quiries about the government s mtent,on
to guarantee the principal of the bonds 
of other railway companies, mmuoned i. 
the railway aid act. He could not. Uink 
that the members of the house would a 
low any minister of the crown to s..t 
their orders at defiance. I-t would be no 
legislature at all if it did not look after 
the interest of the people. He did not 
care how insulting the attorney-general 
was to him personally, but when an m 
suit was offered to him it was an m- 
anlt to his constituents. No legislature 
with any independence would allow -the 
&torn^ general? or any one else, to say 
«hat he would bring down Papeto hat 
^ey had asked for, when the wanted to 
Ïd no sooner. He moved the following

Dr. Milne said it was well to consider 
whether a minister of Itihte crown should 
use his name as Hon. Col. Baker had 
done. The dblarge of Mr. Hunter that the 

provincial secretary used Ms public posi- opposition had something to do'with the 
tion to advocate a private enterprise. | insertion of the document in the Times 

A Evely passage here todk place be- wias absurd. He thought that if Hon. 
trween Mr. Cotton and Hon. Col. Baker Col. Baker had to float the scheme again 
over figures quoted by Mr. Cotton. he would do it differently. The subordi- 

Mr. Odttom said to draw on the inves- nate officer had gone beyond his duty as 
tons it twhs put in the prospectus that the a govertiment employe In making the re- 
vendOr heffid three cabinet positions. That port that he had. The worst feature of 
was certainly the reason for giving his the whole -thing was getting that officer 
full title. No one had a right to use his to do as he had dona; The provincial 
official position for such a thing. It secretary could hardly be blamed far do­
wns the duty of the house to protest ing a tittle private business when he was 
against the action of the minister. It in England. There could be no great ob- 
was also wrong for him to call on a sub- jeotion bo the résolution; it whs not any- 
ordinalte officer to give the value oif prop- thing to fear. Even if it was not carried, 
erty. It would have been a serious mat- the discussion would do good, showing 
ter for .the subordinate to refuse to do the that the ministers of the crown should be 
work for ihriis superior. If the supporters careful how they used their official posi- 
of the government were candid they tiens, 
would vote for the resolution. Any one 
who knew anything about financial mat­
ters knew that “for private ciroulation 
ouily” only meant that subscriptions were 
asked for by circular and not published 
until a certain amount had been subscrib­
ed. The resolution should be looked at 
entirely apart from party lines.

Mr. Kitchen denied that he had receiv­
ed the dbemnent through a farm pupil.
It bad been sent to him by a gentleman 
whO had been asked to become a direc­
tor. The gentleman had asked his opin­
ion about it, and as he was advised that 
the property was worth nearer $65,000 
than £65.000, he advised the gentleman 
to leave the scheme alone. He could not 
but advise the genlttemian not to invest 
in the scheme when the province needs 
capital. It looks very bad to see a public 
man trying to float such a scheme. If 
the hon. gentleman is using 150.000 

of land there should be some retùrn

i

as

crowncon-
general was unable to defend his col* 
league, and therefore he attempted to 
spatter his opponents with mud. 
doubt there would be another application 
of the whitewash brush. To pass it 
over wk>uM be a dangerous precedent.

Hon. Col. §aker said the independents 
had been educating the leader of the op­
position. He was not surprised at any­
thing the independents did but until he 
saw the resolution on the notice paper 
he thought the leader of the opposition 
knew what the conduct of. a gentleman 
should be. But there was an old saymg 
that a silk purse could not be made out of 
a sow’s ear. He would give a rtraight:- 
forward explanation of the plot, because 
it was a plot, and let the people judge 
between him and the leader of the oppo­
sition and his gang.

.
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but they would have to apply a 
of whitewash to make the public believe 
that it was all right.

Hon. Mr. Davie said opponents of rhe 
government publish something in the:r 

and then comment on what is in 
The document was published in

Mr. Croft opposed the resolution ari 
defended the adtion of the provincial 
retary. The tend of the Oranb-rook estate, 
he said, was anything but barren.

Mr. Granit spoke with “'striât imparti­
ality.”

Hon. Mr. Beaven closed the debate 
Anyone who heard the hon. gentlemen on 
the government of the house defend the 
provincial secretary must have come to 
the conclusion that what those gentlemen 
had said would have been better left un­
said. No attempt was made to refute 
what was said in the preamble of the 
resolution. The attorney-general’s argu­
ment had simply been an attack upon 
him (Mr. Beaven). No matter how lr.ul 
he might be it did not justify the pro­
vincial secretary’s action. The attornvy- 
general had said that he (Mr. Beaven) 
was a party to the purloining of the docu­
ment. The document came under 1.1s 
notice the same as it came under the 
notice of hundreds of other people. The 
newspaper did a duty to the public when 
it published the document. It was by 
no means a private document. The only 
effort at defense the attorney-general 
made was the reading of the names of 
a number of public men, who, he said 
were directors of insurance companii* 
This was no parallel to the action of the 
provincial secretary. The government 
had not shown that Col. Baker had don» 
any public good in London. He had at­
tempted to float a scheme by the aid of 
a report Of a public servant of the prov­
ince. There was nothing private 
the document. It was distributed amon- 
brokers and those who might put their 
money in the scheme. The attorney- 
general must think that the people of the 
province are a parcel of fools. No one 
but a pettyfogger would adopt the course 
adopted by the attorney-general. The 
provincial secretary need not have exhib­
ited so much warmth. It shows that it 
touched a vital spot and that there was 
something at the bottom that was yet t" 
be disclosed. If he had to follow 
course of the provincial secretary in this 
matter to become a gentleman he would 

There was not th‘‘

sec-

organs 
fault.
the Times, an opposition paper, the last 
paper in which .a, member of the govern­
ment would advertise. He failed to see 
anything to condemn in the prospectus or 
the action of the provincial secretary. 
The transaction was eminently a fair one 
and such transactions were of advantage 
to the province. They encouraged capi­
talists to invest their wealth in the prov- 

Because Hon. Mr. Baker did this

shall apply in unprovided cases, 
of the opinion that, under rule 29 and 
the practice and usage of this house, the 
question is admissible.

Hon. Mr. Turner said he would an­
swer the question later.

Mr. Eberts introduced bills to incor­
porate the Great Telegraph railway 
pfcny, the Cariboo Hydraulic Mining 
Company, and the Horse Ely Hydraulic 
Mining Company.

Mr. Hall introduced a bill to amend 
the game act.

Mr. Sword moved for a return of 
all correspondence between the govern­
ment and the Dominion government re- 

the motion introduced by Mr.

r Hon. Mr. Beaven—Nice gentlemanly 
language.

Hon. Col, Baker—The transaction was 
a straightforward one. Mr. Kitchen 
had a farm pupil who had a father in 
England. The son received from his 
father the prospectus and Mr. Kitchen 
seeing it marked for private circulation 
only, thought he had got hold of another 
private document and with it hied off to 
his master, in this sort of business, in 
Vancouver.

At the request of Mr. Cotton, Col. Ba­
ker’s words- were taken down.

Hon. CoL Baker—Shortly afterwards a 
letter appeared in the News-Advertiser 
bearing on the question. The letter 
was a most scandalous one. That letter 
was written to prevent the formation of 
the company and injure him. If the 
company was not floated it would bring 
ruin on him and that would satisfy the 
instigators of the plot. The man who 
wrote the letter was the worst kind of a 
rascal. They had the prospectus adver­
tised ip the Times at a cost of $30 and 
then got the leader of the opposition to 
bring it up in the house, knowing that 
he had a better reputatibn than they. 
The hon. gentleman thought they could 
pull him down and ruin his property. No 
man who called himself a man would at­
tempt to do such a thing. The leader of 
the opposition knew that a minister going 
to England would draw what he did and 
when he had finished public business he 
could attend to his own private uusiness.

Dr. Watt spoke in defense of Hon. 
Col. Baker. That gentleman he said 
had done nothing that deserved the cen­
sure of the house. He moved in amend­
ment to strike out all the words after 
“which” in the second line and insert, 
“it was headed for private circulation on­
ly, be it therefore resolved that the house 
refuses to be a party to unprincipled con­
duct that would make a private df (la­
ment a vehicle of frivolous scandal 
agâinst a minister of the crowh."

Mr. Forster wanted to know what good 
Col. ’ Baker could do by attending the 
opening of the Colonial Institute. There 
was very little use attempting to induce 
more immigrants to come to the province. 
He could not find anything that Col. Ba­
ker did there and yet he charged the pro­
vince $10 a day for 67 days. He rep­
resented a constituency of working men 
who could not earn $3 a day and they 
would like to know what Col. Baker did 
for his $10 a day. He would not care if 
anything was done. There was suffi­
cient ground for the suspicion that he 
did not go to England to attend the open­
ing of the Institute. It would not take 
67 days to attend the opening of the In­
stitute. It should not be passed with­
out comment that a minister of the crown 
had gene to England at the expense of 
the province and had attended to his pri­
vate business. As he had private busi­
ness to do he might have paid part at 
least of his expenses. He should not draw 
the $10 a day when he was doing noth­
ing.

Mr. Semlin said the government did 
not appear to appreciate the positions 
that they occupied. A minister had em-

- com­
ince.
he was made a target of the opposition. 
The only objection urged against Hon. 
Col. Baker was that he used his official 
title in the documents, 
a principle no one holding an official posi­
tion could use his title in connection with 

He read a number of names

M
Hb

Taking that as

acres 
.to the province.

The house adjourned at 6 o’etaek untilenterprises, 
of public men -whose titles were published 
in cbnnection with companies and private 
enterprises. This was not only the case 
in England but also in Canada. It was 
the commonest thing for public 
be connected with private enterprises and 
they had to be described.

phase about the question that was 
dishonest and that was the appropria­
tion of a private document, 
part of the business of a newspaper, lut 
in this case burglary seemed to have 
been resorted to. A man who would 
keep anything lost, was simply pilfering 
it. The leader of the opposition was 
making use of a document that came in­
to the hands of a newspaper against the 
will of the owner, 
body recognize honesty and they «voulu 
recognize the action of men who pur­
loined documents. It was this chat 
made the public abhor the members of 

A man who purloined a 
than ’he

gatding _ __ ,
Punch on. 20th March, 1893, and car­
ried on the 27th March, 1893, which 
motion prayed him to remove the Dom­
inion government to increase the per 
capita tax on Chinese coming into this 
country to $100, and also to give to this 
province at least 75 per cent, of the 
said "tax. The motion was adopted.

Mr. Keith introduced a bill to amend 
the coal mines regulation act.

Mr. Croft introduced a bill to amend 
the Game Protection act.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved that where- 
the “Victoria Daily Times” published, 

on Monday the 29 th day of January, 
1894, a prospectus relating to the “Cran* 
brook Estate Company,'Xâmited/’ which 
slates that the company had been formed 
for the purpose of acquiring, developing, 
and selling the Granbrook Estate, con­
taining eighteen thousand acres of laud, 
fifteen hundred acres of which will com­
prise the townsite of Granbrook, in the 
East Kootenay Valley, in the Province 
of British Columbia, and that the vendor 
is Lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable 
James Baker, provincial secretary, min­
ister of mines, and minister of education 
of British Columbia, who will join the 
board of directors after allotment of 
the shares And whereas there is append­
ed to the said prospectus a copy 
port by -Mr. A. P. Cummins,, stipendiary 
magistrate, gold commissioner, govern­
ment agent, and provincial land survey­
or, dated from the provincial govern­
ment office at Donald, B. C., addressed 
to Colonel the Hon. James Baker, Vic­
toria, in which Mr. Cummins, amongst 
other things, states that he considers 
that a fair valuation of the Granbrook 
estate would be twelve dollars per acre 
all round, exclusive of the townsne,

“I can-

8.
EVENING SESSION,

Mr. Kitchen oonltiinued thé debate on 
the Hon. Mr. Beaven’s motion. The pros­
pectus was not a private document, as 

shown by the footnote, which stated 
that copies could be obtained from a cer­
tain peace. The attorney-general had 
spoken about opposition papers. He 
should be the last one to talk about news- 

If his government was above

men :o

“There was was
one

Piracy was

papers.
suspicion it would not be necessary for 
him to gat control of the newspapres in 
the province. The Colonist, which once 
had a good repu tattoo, was now descend­
ing to thé same level as thé Vancouver 
World, distorting reports, etc. It would 
have paid Horn. Col. Baker to sell the 
shares, of the Oranbrook estate for 25 
cents each. If everything had been all 
right there would have been no need to 
hide facte. The report about millions 
of dollars worth of gold having been 
taken ont otf a certain creek near the 
estate was a terrible exaggeration, 
great deal was made out of the British 
Columbia Southern railway, a scheme 
that had been boomed by Hon. Col. Bak- -become one
-shghtest move on" the part of anyone w 
did not make his ! ruin Hon. Col. Baker. If it would -uia
requested fo do S<*W to ; him to prevent the floating of such a
already done a rteat - encour- ■ scheme what would have become of lie

I ~» «*• ■** have thei, .....«

the province 4hat the scheme was not , ™
successful. The opponents of the gov- , , q „ . his ,lHi.
eminent were not trying to injure the minister oi me crown ror using n 
provincial government personally. The j f/al position and the position of a !■« 
bouse would like to know what the pro- I he officer to float a private scheme 
vtectel secretary had done in England. | one had attempted to show what te • 

Dr Watt asked leave to withdraw his the provincial secretary had done to iM 
amendment, which was granted. j Province while he was m London.• -

Mr Hall said the legislature had been member for Cassiar said Mr. I 
disgraced toy itihe introduction of Hon. Mr. : was a paid agitator for followm, u 
Beaven’e resolution. The look on the | attorney-general around the province .a 
face of the leader of the opposition when refuting statements made by him. 
he introduced his motion convinced him ! about the attorney-general, wh yj 
that he was doing it against his wish, tra veiling(around at fee public expen^. 
Mr. Hall referred to Col. Baker’s war Mr. Kitchen who pate h,s own expense 
record, which, he contended, was one was in a better position in that trip h.u 
reason why the opposition should not at- was the attorney-general The ; ; 
tack him.- Hon. Col. Baker would have had with him a number of public -■' ;■ 
been adbnkey if he had not made known | meuts that he must have P»rtemed fm • 
his official position in connection with the ! the printing office. He challenged 1 
scheme. He would have been, mad if he j attorney-general to produce an ord.r-n 
Md not dowe It. He was satisfied that council allowing him to use the mint 
the miniiftser had done his best for the j of the council at the public meeting, 
province when he was in London. Not ! also had the public accounts which u
only ministers of the crown, but every ! executive council could not give mm I"
member of the bouse should be above eue- j mission to take around the proving

He cotfd not believe that Mr. ; There was the Pooley scandal and "
feeling of honesty when Baker scandal. What will be the ne»'

.
abou-

resolution: 
“Whereas on

asthe 18th of January last 
the legislature was informed that the 
government, acting under the authority 
ff the railway aid act, 1893, gave a pro- 
vindal guarantee of interest on the bonds 
of the Nakusp and Slocan railway com­
pany and that in arranging the details 
oT&e agreement with the company the 
alternative right of guaranteeing the 
bonds of the company, both as to pnnxu- 
Ml and interest, had been reserved, and 
?he Papers upon the subject -would be 
laid before the house; and whereas on the 
31st of January last the house requested 
feat copies of all orders m conned, end 
<.ther papers in connection with ttu roi 
kusp and Slocan railway, be placed be- 
forefore it; and whereas the legislature 
so far has not received any of the pape» 
upon this important subject, but on 'he 
contrary, the attorney-general when ques
tioned as to the probability of theireary 
reception by the house, gave from his 
place in the assembly an evasive and m 
satisfactory reply; be it therefore «solv­
ed that this house requires an imm .di 
oto compliance with the promise given at 
the opening of the session with respect 
to the papers upon the subject of the 
guarantee of the interest, or of the i-ro- 
posed guarantee of the interest and the 
principal of the bonds of the Nakusp and 
Slocan railway company, and with its 
Solution the 31st ultimo with respect 
to information regarding the same rail-

WHon. Mr, Beaven continuing-said the 
motion was a simple recital of fact. By 
naesing it the legislature would be «m- S$£eSina its) rights. It was fee 
tort instance that he knew of in which 
a minister set at defiance thewieheÀof 
the legislature fori the production of 
certain papers. He felt that ever* mem­
ber of the legislature, whether a govern- 
ner , ennnorter or otherwise, would 
^ite in upholding the rights of the honse.

The public as a

the opposition.
document was' little better 
Chinaman who frequented his hen, roost 

The charitably 
disposed might excuse them as being po­
litical kleptomaniacs and that they had 
got into the habit of doing it and could 

As a householder would ex-

>
■

Aand stole his chickens.Fi'-
::

not help it. 
elude a kleptomaniac from his house so 
would the public exclude the political 
kleptomaniac from the legislature.

Hon. Mr. Beaven explained that he 
came into possession of the document in 
the same way as hundreds of others did, 
bv reading it in the papers.

'Hon. Mr. Davie—You did not notice the 
’“ heading: “For private circulation?"

Hon. Mr. Beaven—You are pretty well 
versed in the practice of purloining docu- 

He was continuing to explain

W

of a re- aged. Would they not be cou- 
The resolution condemned a

% N"

,
ThementsJPiUPB-. -

something that Hon. Mr. Davie had said 
when Hon, Ool, Baker jumped to his feet 
and in an excited manner called him to 
order.

Mr. Speaker (to CoL Baker)—The hon. 
gentleman will take his seat. I am call­
ing the leader of the opposition to order.

Mr. Brown—Ae usual no otuse had bee® 
made by the governimenlt in their defence. 
All must adkmt thOit the provincial sec­
retary had done something for which he 
should be ceineured. The attorney-gener­
al ooiild molt be excused for fee language 
he had trsed, as he did not speak on the 
spur of the moment, huit had read from a 
brief. The attorney-general’s strongest 
argument wee hils appeal to the laughter 
of the bouse. His speech was a most 
miserable exposure of the weakness of 
his base. He did not thlnlk that the ac­
tion of the provincial secretary and fee

it
Bpf;

with regard to which he says: 
r.ot attempt a valuation of the townsite 
property. I may, however, mention, that 
lota in the mining towns of Nelson and 
Kaslo' which have, recently sprung up 
in West Kootenay, have been selling at 
from $500 to $3,000 each; and whereas 
it is further stated .in, the prospectus 

, that the information contained as to the 
Granbrook estate, and' as to other 
matter affecting its value, has been sup­
plied to the directors by the vendor, and 
that the vendor is the provincial secre­
tary,. minister of .education., and flpmster 
of mines of British Columbia ; Be it 
therefore resolved,that this house Views 
with dhnpprobation and regret the use
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■
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The motion was put and 
fallowing division. tbYeas-Xrs. *mlin, 

^ a "Kitchen, -Cotton, IVEKk hSSSL «-«rili x-aVs—Messrs. Grant, £

*SS «hiS&a -
SSSfcfBSl. MAUonOÔl. Baker presents 
aU appointments made und
dTheeti^^C»aiosmed_

I-

Jr’C

Fin
took til&e Speaker 

..lock 1'layers by Rev.
° aha flowing petitions - 
-•The Brunette Saw Mill L 
ittd^ Liability,” tfor a pnvd
feet fee incorporation of
The corporation of fee
i «.hack to validate a loi SSà of “Big Prairie’ 

Brownlee, G ?. Uu™6 
Levi, for a private bill I 
"Mount Tojmie Para and
Railway Company Act,
F T & L. Co., a private
their name and exteI1^1 * 

The commit te on fee l 
r,edition reecommended tin 
nker be engaged to take 
SStS. Tim report was 

Hon Col. Baker presenh
,he correspondence in conni 

iSonghees Indian reserve. 
■Mr Kellie introduced j 
!"4n act for the incorpora 
way, telephone, and telegri 
y\-est Kootenay district.

Mr. Sword moved that 
of" the chair given on J 
ruling out of order fee me 
the opinion of this house, 

mortgages il

tow

of the tax on 
be not sustained.

Mr. Sword said he did 
authorities quoted by the e 

-The motionto this case.
fee act and he didTsct

bhould embanass the gov 
of the resolution ipassage 

pel the government to n 
If the ruling of the speak 

privilege of the roemlthe
tailed.

Hon. Mr. Davie conbei 
ruling of the speaker wa< 
precedent.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said' 
referred to by fee speakei 
bill varying taxation whi 
resolution. The resolution 
passed, vary fee tax. Th« 
eral had said that! Mr. Sv 
keeping bad company. He 
feaid that Mr. Sword had ' 
the attorney-general arot 

district. If the prister
house were curtailed, one i 
in and run fee country 
with the legislature.

Hon. Mr. "Pooley said 
the same whether ! 

ferred to a bill or a n 
ruling was perfectly com 
ber has a right to move t 
cidence of taxation.

Mr. Sword in reply said 
I just expressed an abstract ! 
I incidence of taxation. It 
I order to the government 
' bill to vary the) ineidenc 

It might be well to anted 
give private members me 

The resolution was lost 
Mf. Davie introduced j 

“An ,act to further a me* 
I'rofessions Act.

was

Mr. Keith moved for a i 
The names and addresses 
tc Whom the commission] 
commissioner of labour 
plied for’ such statistics, i 
information thus obtains 
statement of fee expend 
in connection with the v 
Bureau of Labor Statist 
trial disputes conciliation 
tion act, 1893. The motte 

Mr. Smith moved when 
animons report of a col 
«d by the house on the 
1888, it was respectfully 
to fee government to ti 
earnest consideration fee 
issuing a crown grant of 
prised in prem(ption 1,003 

" or take such other an 
proper to secure Mr. Grei 
land ;be it therefore re 
select committee, consiste 
Eberts, Fletoher, McKj 

and the mover be appoin 
whether fee (aforesaid i 
has been carried out, and 
is any, and if so what, I 
same should noti be can* 
enquire generally into tin 
; lower to send for perso 

j papers and report to this, 
Mr. Smith said Ibis obj 

during the resolution wal 
old dispute if possible.

4

Hon. Mr. Vernon said 
previously been appointe! 
fee matter. The matter 
taken into court and Mr, 
feated.

Hon.. Mr. Beaven sale 
made a pecital that was 
report referred to had r 
imously adopted by th 
were majority and minoi 

Hon. Mr. Davie said ti 
hamm in passing the res 
was incorrect the com mi 
U back to the house, 
however, that the resol 
drawn until any mistake 

away.
Mr. Grant considered 

claims that should no 
Hon. Mr. Vernon said 

nuttee had considered tih 
tod he could
committee.

^r- Smith withdrew th 
™e present.

Dr. Milne asked fee 
,^ran®e it it was the in ten 
minent to -repeal 
v-enal property tax enact 

>» money loaned' 
estate?

Hon. Mr. Turner '

i”*' Sword asked the 
knds and worka

onnt1116 Gemment ^
^tracts for fee new p 
h<nL,t0 the 'Opinion <>xp 
r*r,«n April life. 189 
te°?ld i»e inserted in all < 

air the government f 
£onof Public works pro 

*** °t all labourers
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