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CIRCULAR LIETTER,

DFEAR BRET”REN,

Turoven the tender n
Weare permitted agaiy to address you, ang in Y
leave to cal] your attention to the importance of exercising an jum- . iy
partial discipline iy the several Churches composing this Body. & L
By discipline, we mean that mode of treatment tawards offending - g
members which the word of God (!.‘stinclly points out, Gog has $ ’
been pleased not only to establis), his Church here on eart}, -
has alsg given a code oflaws in his word, by which that Chur
be regulated and governe(. These laws in his King
what the Juws of a State are o a nation, Phe |

may be pure and wholesome bnt
and transor

rerey of our Covena

nt God and Father,
%0 doing we beg

but he
chisto
dom are to it,
aws of a nation
if trampled upon with impuni(y,
'SSOIS permitted to go o unpunished, consequences the
most dis‘;:.\fmus to the peace and prosperity, of the nation muysg in-
e\'it:xhly follow, So with the Kingdom of the Redeemer on earth,
if those who aye its subjects are suffered to violate its holy prinei.
ples, and dim*gmd its divine mandates, without meeling the admo-
nitions and (he censure of the Church, what may we expect, byt
envyings, and strife, and discord, and every evil word ang work
amongst ns, A Seriptural discipline is ope of the great bulwarks
of our Zion,for when offenders are dealt with ag the Gospel direots
it Serves as a beacon to others and awakens g spirit of watchfulness
and prayer on the part of the members generally, that they may he
efallen their offending

Preserved from those evyils which have |

thren, and ,vmh:nps separated them for eve
th(‘sliutﬂ. The word of

bre-

r from the communion of
God may be f';u!!.f'uH.v preached, the ardj. . i
lances ro‘.’ulfarly :u!minir[m'r‘z!, and members m,xir!.’y increased : but 1
ifdiwri;:lme be neglected alj js tending to desolation, and although
We may imagine that all js prosperons and bealthy, yet there is g
disease f;:stonin{:‘ i

' teelf upon the vitals, which if permitted to work
1s naturg) Course must terminate in ruin,

In luoking for the eause of those serious ¢
our once rh>n|i>lm;g Churclies are q¢ Present infected, and which
ave arisen |ike a moral pestilence amongst them,
of all thejr lw;mty, to wither up all their eo
their hopes ag regards the future, are we ot naturally led to the
conclusion fron, what we know of the conduct of Mmany of the pro-
fessors of our holy religion, that they have had their origin, in part
atleast, jp 4 Most woeful neglect of the administration of the whole-
Some lawg of Church discipline ? ¢ may be that the door has not
“en carefully ¢losed against all such as cannot give Seriptural evi-
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