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Premier In Able Speech Defends Provinci

GRAND FALLS POWER TO

BE DEVELOPED BY THE

GOVERNMENT, SAYS VENIOT

Answers Forcefully Accusations Made Against,

i

Administration—Defends Addition to Public
Debt—Political Situation in New Brunswick
Is Reviewed During Premier’s Speech on
Budget.

Fredericton, April 9—Hon. Premier Veniot in one of the
closing speeches of the budget debate gave a very able review of
the provincial political situation. He is never at a loss for words,
and this afternoon was even readier than usual in his examination
of the arguments of his opponents and his criticism of the accusa-
tions levelled at the administration.

When in Opposition, though not in the house, P. J. Veniot
was able to investigate financial figures very closely. Experience
since that time has made him even more skilful in this respect.
This was proved this afternoon when he challenged the Opposi-
tions' statement with regard to the responsibility for the additions
to the provincial debt and showed unerringly just what it was in
1917 when this Government came into power how many millions
in addition they had to shoulder responsibility for because of ob-
ligations already entered into and how it had been decreased by
payments, by buying in of the Valley Railway bonds and other
securities during war time, and by additions to the sinking fund.

ROADS AND BRIDGES FUNDS.

Deducting the obligations” entered into by the old government, amount-
ing to over four million dollars and considering the hydro. expenditure as an
interest bearing obligation without taking into account the amount expended
upon the Valley Railway, the only large increases to our public debt have
been about $1,800,000, expended for federal roads and some three and a half
millions for permanent bridges. The Premier pointed out that we had bor-
rowed three million dollars provided for out of the auto fund, and that
the interest and sinking funds for the redemption of this debt were very
generous. In addition to federal roads and permanent bridges out debt had
been added to by over a million and a half for floating obligations of the
old Government as well as of this, and by the bonding of three quarters
of a million additional of Valley Railway deficit.

The speaker was emphatic in his reference to the Dominion Govern-
ment taking over this railway, and felt that if the branch line connecting
with the Maine Central at Vanceboro is built there would be no difficulty,
in his opinion, in the road being taken over.

DEVELOPMENT AT GRAND FALLS,

In spite of his attention to detail the Premier did not lose sight of the
statement of the Opposition leader, that he personally preferred private
development of Grand Falls, and that Government operation as a rule was
not carried out as efficiently as private enterprise, and that before action
was taken he (Mr. Richards) believed that conslderation;should be given
to both sides of the question. - |

The leader of the Government was, perhaps, never so emphatic as to-
day in his declaration in favor of public ownership.

“] wish to say to this House and country,” he declared, “that the
Government of the day will not give any ‘consideration” whatever to
either private development or private ownesship. It is our policy to de-
velop Grand Falls and no amount of pressure on the part of the Oppo-
sition will induce us to change our policy.” :

Again In a later part of his speech he used these words “as leader of
the Government I have made the Government position absolutely fair, and
I repeat that the Government will dvelop Grand Falls and no private
company will have a look in while this Government is in power.”

AWCCUSATIONS AGAINST ADMINISTRATION,

The speaker’s further references to accusations made against the admin-
istration} of his Department of Public Works by Messrs. Stewart and Diotte,
of Restigouche, and Flewelling, of Charlotte, were very full of detail and
departmental records were brought into play to show he considered their un-
reasonable and misleading contentions. It will be recalled that Mr. Stewart
end the leader of the Government had a sharp clash when the former was
speaking some days ago, and since then it is very evident that the minister
has been-busy in his department looking up certain matters of patronage in
Restigonche county during the regime of the old Government from the
years 1918 to 1916 inclusive. ¢

He also commented upon the contention that the roads will not last out
the life of the bonds which furnished the money for their construction and
showed that New Brunswick highways were of a standard.similar to those
of other provinces and that those built under Federal aid were cheaper here.
After passing over with much attention to detail the charges against the ad-
ministration of his department, the Premier gave an interesting statement
showing that the proportion which the rural population bore to the city and
town population had not altered more than 2 per cent. He took the figures
from the census of 1911 and 1921, and showed that in that period many
towns had been incorporated in New Brunswick and the population in them
classified as urban instead of rural.

If they had remained under the latter classification ' the
would
the g-oportion more than 2 per cent.

remier Veniot has made many able speeches in the House and in the
country. In many respects this was more complete and convincing than any
he has yet delivered.

census figures
show that the migration from the country to the city had not changed

Public Debg Has Increased

The public debt has been increased since 1916, October 38lst, as
follows: ’ i
Permanent bridges,

Borrowed for roads against Auto Fund,
Borrowed for roads under Federal Aid,
Jordan Memorial Sanitarium,

Smallpox

Floating debt old government,

Floating debt present Government,.. ..
Bulldings, limestone quarry, etc, ...
Hydro development,

Valley Railway construction

Valley Railway interest bonded, ......

$ 3,561,000
2,950,000

1,750,000

25,503

30,000

789,000

800,000

103,500

8,050,000

1,700,000

752,000

S $15,511,003
1,459,717

Total Ve
Less redeemed by present Government, ..coesssvesccscnnscs

Net increase since October, 1916, $14,051,286

Of the above gross increase the present Government had to bond the
province for the following obligations contracted for and completed but
not provided for by the old government, as- well as contracts given and
pot completed, and for which no provision had been made, as well as thelr
sccumulated floating indebtedness, the whole being taken as of the date
of March 8l1st, 1917:

Permanent bridges .........

Floating debt -

Purchase of machinery,

Valley Railway constructlon,

Valley Railway interest,

$ 950,000
789,000
115,000

1,700,000

$4,306,000

This would leave a gross debt of $11,205,008, or a net debt of $9,745,285
for which the present Government is responsible since March 31, 1917.

BONDED DEBT INCURRED.

As the amount of bonded debt incurred for hydro Is n ¢
reduced by a Sinking Fund sufficient to meet the bonds at maturity, it
should not be considered a direct debt, but looked upon more as a debt
which can meet all its obligations and being only guaranteced by the prov-
This amount should be deuccted from the net increase made by us
increase under the

being annually

{n the provincial debt. This would leave the net

yraent regime as $6,695,286.
The zﬁ governme’nt had increased the bonded debt from $5,384,533

of October 3lst, 1908 to $15,050,648 as of October 31st, 1916. But to this
i (Continued on page 1i->
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Answers Criticism
Of His Government

PREMIER VENIOT.

BRNES 0P AGAN
DE QUESTON

Passing of Southern Bank
Revives Tale of Ten- |
Dollar Bills. |

New Orleans, April 10—The passing
of a famous southern banking Instltu-!
tion, through éonsolldatlon, has drawn'

attention again to the origin of the .

|

| term “Dixie” as applied to the south-;
land. The claim that the word came '
trom the name of a man who oncel
lived in New York seems to be set at |
rest by the records of this institution,
the Citizens’ -Bank and Trust Company, {
which has been merged, after 91 years:
of continuous operation, with the Canal- !
Commercial Trust and Savings Bank.

“Dixie” t6 the e ‘of one Dixle, a
large landholder and kind-hearted slave |
owner who resided on Manhattan Island |
during the latter part of the eighteenth |
century, but in New Orleans they take%
no stock in such a story and point to|
old chronicles of the Mississippi Valley, |
and to the records of the bank, to dis-
prove it.

In the thirtles America was flooded
with ‘“‘wild-cat’” money, and counter-
feiting was so common that suspicion
became flxed on almost all paper money.
Through it all, however, the bank notes
of the Citizens’ commanded the respect!
of the whole of the Mississippi Valley
and the remainder of the country as
well. In the days before the Civil War
the Citizens’ notes were - printed ir
French as well as English. The most
common denomination was the ten dol-
lar note, and it bore the Roman numer-
al “X"” and the Arablic numerals ‘“10.”
But, also, in the middle of the back
was printed the French word “Dixie”
amidst other lettering in French.

‘I'he Mississippi River then was the
great highway of traffic between New
Orleans and the north, and, in the argot
of the river, when a rfan was headed
down south into Loulsiana on a trading
expedition he was going to ‘‘come back
with a pocket full of Dixes.” From
“Dixes” to ‘Dixie’” was an easy step
And the south, particularly Louisiana,
became known as ‘‘the land of Dixies”
or, more briefly, as ‘“Dixie Land.”

It was then that Daniel Emmett,
blackface minstrel, wrote his Jjingling
song, ‘“‘Away Down South in Dixle.”

Incidentally the song first was pub-
lished in New Orleans, and by a ‘music
house which still is in business in Canal
street.

TO SPEND MILLIONS
FOR BETTER ROADS

New Yofk Public Works De-|
partment Plans 300 Miles at
$15,000,000.

Albany, N. Y., April 10—In the pres-
ent year the State Department of Pub-
lic Works, of which Colonel Frederick
Stuart Greene is superintendent, will
construct 800 miles of new roads at am
approximate cost of $15,000,000. Ot
almost equal importance will be the de-
partment’s reconstruction programme,
which will result before the end of
1924 in the rebuilding of from 225 to
250 miles of public highways, at an
estimated cost to the state of $12,000,
000. This work will be largely under
the supervision of Captain A. W.
Brandt, the new Commissioner of
Highways.

State appropriation for aid on town
highways and county roads available
this year is expected to reach almost
$8,000,000.

Trenton, N. J., April 9.—The New |
Jersey Highway Department will with-
In the next few wecks begin its pro-
gramme of highway construction for the
present year. The programme calls for
the building of eighty-six and one-half
miles of roads and the expenditure of
approximately $6,892,400 in financing
the work, an amount similar to that
spent last year.

During 71923 practically one-third of
all steel manufactured in the United
States was used by the railroads.

Some . BUtOHia. PRLS attributed |

Insinuations

Premier Veniot in his speech in
the House yesterday said:

I now come to a matter, Mr.
Speaker, which I feel should be
dealt with in no uncertain or hap-
hazard way. It is somewhat per-
sonal, but at the same time it is of
great public interest because it af-
fects the integrity of the Premier of
this Province. While those who
have been instrumental in putting
into circulation certain rumors af-
fecting the standing of the Minister
of Public Works with certain con-
tractors have not displayed suffi-
clent courage to come straight out
and say just what they mean, they
have gone just far enough to leave
in the minds of their followers a
suspicion that there exists a state
of affairs between the Minister of
Public Works and certain contrac-
tors, notably the Concrete Builders,
Limited, of Fredericton, which does
not inure to the credit of the Gov-
ernment.

Expresses Surprise,

Two years ago when the Opposi-

tion asked “if the Government knew
who were the shareholders and di-
rectors of the Concrete Builders,
Limited,” and the answer was given
in the negative, I little thought that
there were men in public life who
would stoop so low as to make use
of that answer to insinuate that
notwithstanding the reply given
that I, as Minister of Public Works,
had a financial interest in that Com-
pany, either directly by myself or
indirectly by some member of my
family. While 1 was aware, Mr.
Speaker, that such an insinuation
was being circulated, I gave very
little heed -to it because I knew
within myself that there was abso-
lutely no truth in such a charge or
insinuation. But, sir, when I dis-
covered that the same dirty work
was being carried on in the Kent
election and that a former member
of this House, once the Leader of
the Opposition, made references to
this matter in a public meeting, in
such a way as to leave the impres-
sion that there was some truth in
- it, I decided that I would not al-
low this session of the Legislature
go by without calling his bluff and
that of his friends.

Admires a Fighter. ?

I have said it before, and 1 wish
to repeat it, I admire the open and
hanest fighter, but I despise the one
who it an insidious way <iries to
villify the character of his political
opponent. It is the last dregs of
despicable political warfare. I have
always been a hard political fighter.
I have on no occasion spared my
political opponents, but 1 have al-
ways come out in the open when
I had anything to say against an
opponent. I never gave guarter and
I never looked for any in a fair
fight. I intend to continue that
course, and today I want to give
an opportunity to those who have
been circulating that I am in any
way interested in the Concrete
Builders, Limited, either directly or
indirectly by myself or any mem-
ber of my family; that myself or
any member of my family have in
any way, shape or form' benefited
through any work that that com-
pany may have carried on for the
Government since they have been
organized, to prove their case.

I have been approached on sev-
eral occasions by both Liberals and
Conservatives to inform me that
this rumor is being circulated. Un-
der the powers given the Public
Accounts’ Committee of the Legis-
lature the chairman of that com-
mittee can summon the directors
of the Concrete Builders, Limited,
to produce their books of accounts
and stockholders, as well as the
minutes of their directors and by
this means the whole thing can be
cleared up once for all. I now, Mr.
Speaker, in the presence of all the
members of this House, request that
the chairman of the Public Ac-
counts’ Committee avail himself of
the powers conferred upon him by
this Legislature, and cause the offi-
cials of the company in question
to appear before the committee with
such bopks and papers as may be
deemed necessary to prove that 1
have never had either through my-
self or any one else any interest
financlal or otherwise in this com-
pany; that I have never benefited
in any shape or form through any
work that they may have done fo
the province. .

Integrity and Dignity.

I request this in all earnestness,
not only in my own interest, but for
the protection of the integrity and
dignity of this Legislature. To my
friends I wish to say you can rest
assured that in the discharge of my
duty as Minister of Public Works
I have done mothing for  which I
have any reason to be ashamed, and
since I have assumed the duties of -
Premier I have endeavored to avoid
any and all matters that might in
any way reflect on the followers of
the Government or on the dignity
that attaches to that high position.
1 only ask for & fair deal. If my
opponents have anything-to the
contrary I ask them to formulate
their charges and not deal in low-
down, despicable insinuation, not to
resort to tactics that are unbe-
coming decent political opponents.

There are 3,360 new schools in Ukraine
and 8,360 more planned.

Dog Swallowed
His Master’s Dice

Berlin, April 10—Operating on an
ailing bull dog, a Berlin veterinary
found in its stomach a set of dice,
the property of its student owner.
From a dachshund that rattled strange-
ly when it ran, the same veterinary
removed an iron ball and a big stone.
Both patients recovered.

MADE HYDRO PROBE

W. D. GREGORY

Chairman of the Gregory Commis-
slon, appointed by the Farmers’
Government of Ontario to Investi-
gate the Hydro Commlission. Its
report has Just been tabled In the
Legislature. It consists of twenty
folios' of typewritien material, and
completely vindicates the Hydro-
Electric Commission. The cost of
the Gregory Commisslon was $505,-
801. Of this $104,680 went In salaries
to the Commissioners, $102,266 In
engineering fees, $17,831 In photo-
graphy, and $985 for newspaper
clippings.

SORORTY BURNS
BRAND IN FACES

Three Girls Badly Marked
by Nitrate of Silver

Solution.
i

~ New York, April 10—What is mere
schoolgirl beauty compared with the
honor of dear old Delta Kappa Gam-
ma?

That is what several Brooklyn High

jchool girls are asking each other,
vhile they gaze into the mirror to

.ind.reflected strange facesi— For the

president of the sorority used nitrate
f silver to paint the Greek letters
ind various other symbols upon the
‘aces of the fair initiates. As the re-
sult, there may be trouble from vari-
wis quarters in Brooklyn. .

Miss Helen Chapman of 631 Lafa-
‘ette avenue, Miss Helen Steingester
»f 1156 Sterling place, and Miss Mil-
Ired Hellwig of 44 McDonough street,
ire the girls whose countenances now
ook as though they “had been through
1 wreck or two,” to quote one of the
girls. But then, they- are now full-
ledged members of the dear old “Delta
Kap,” so why worry. Mildred is at
ome and has had to pass up several
nice parties because the marks on her
face haven’t healed, and the other
-wo girls are glorying in the beauty
hat once was theirs—before the initi-
ation.

3oy Gave Her the Idea.

Miss Alice Norton, president of the
sorority, which includes girls from
Srasmus Hall High School, Adelphi
and other Brooklyn institutions of
earning—and hazing—applied the nit-
-ate. She had heard about the stunt
from a gentle boy friend who goes to
1 college where hazing is the thing.

, “This stuff won’t come off for three

‘weeks,” she gleefully told some of her

sisters, the victims said and they be-
‘ieved her. Dr. George Beatty of 204
Hancock street, who treated two of
*he newly welcomed sisters of D. K.
G., believes that it will be several
months before the marks are gone.
Meanwhile Mildred, Helen and the
Steingester girl will have lovely mous-
‘aches and beautiful symbols on their
‘heeks, chins and foreheads.

Miss Chapman and Miss Steingestér
ire students at Erasmus. Dr. J. Her-
hert Low, .the principal there, is an
wowed foe of all secret societies, and
his latest event will bring forth some
pertinent remarks and some action
“rom that source. The sorority presi-
lent is kept to her home as the result
»f anxiety over the hazing, her father
said. Members of her sorority are
*aking action to have her resign, sev-
sral of the girls said, and some of the
‘nitiates are undecided as to whether
ar not they’ll join the little group of
serious thinkers after all. It is a hard
sorority on beauty.

April Fool Initiation.

The initiation took place on the
vening of April 1, at the home of
Miss Grace Turner, Decatur street,
and the art work on the three girls
was done by Miss Norton. All went
well and everyone appreciated the
‘nke until the sunlight hit the three
+irls the following day. Then the
miarks turned black and began to
<ting. People on the street cars
‘aughed and the teachers at Erasmus
asked one of the girls to “take off
vour mask” She left suddenly for
home, and then the parents and sev-
eral specialists were called in.

Burns Manuscript

Sold at Sotherby's

London, April 10—An autograph
manuscript of Burns’ “O Wot Ye Wh's
in Yon Town” realized £350 at Sothe-
by’s. The song was begun at Eccle-
fechan, where the poet was stormstay-
ed in February, 1795. It was written
on five small pages, which were prob-
ably a portion of one of his excise note
books. On four pages there are refer-
ences to tea and tobacco.

|

Wants Naval Base

Premier Challenges

Statement on Liquor

Fredericton, April 9—In the
course of his speech in the Legisla-
ture here tonight, Hedley V. Dick-
son, MLL.A,, of Kings county, made
the statement that a letter had been
sent by the Board of New Bruns-
wick Liquor Commissioners to the
licensed vendors statiag that unless
they sold more liquor their licenses
would be cancelled,

This statement was challenged at
once by Premier P, J, Veniot, who
invited Mr. Dickson, if he believed
that statement to be true, to lay a
charge to that effect and he would
have it investigated at once by a
judge of the Supreme Court.

Mz, Dickson did not take up the
challenge an?iq\&aid nothing further
about the matder but proceeded to
talk about the South Bay bridge
contract.

-
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British Labor Government to reject
the proposal to convert Singapore
Into a great naval base. He believes
Murdered Zoe Wilkins
Wrote Details of Many
Marriages.

/A

It would be a disaster to British
naval power to reject the plan.

INDIAN WILL TRY
FOR OLYNPIG TEAN

Arapaho Brave Said to b
Star All-Around
Athlete,

Kansas City, Mo., April 10.—Dr. Zoe
Wilkins’ own story of her mercurial
career is revealed by a smell brown
notebook, written in her bandwriting,
found among the effects of the slain

adventuress and osteopath. The notes
were fragmentary and disconnected.
Apparently the aithor intended some-
time to arrange them in a formal diary
or memoir, an intention that was frus-
trated by her tragic death here on
March 18 in her osteopathic office.

Two brothers and two sisters of the
murdered woman, Arthur Wilkins and
Horace Wilkins, Mrs. Blanch Wilson
and Dr, Gertrude M. Clements, signed
a statement testifying to the authen-
ticity of the notebook. They assisted
also in piecing together the remarkable
story of their unfortunate sister, in-
terpreting obscure passages and supple-
menting information the ' notebook
gives only sketc. :

Zoe Wilkin’s o} aiions, as traced in
the diary, embraced twenty years of
action and included the acquisition of
a fortune of about $1,000,000 and the
wrecking of two banks. She was born
in 1885 on a farm near Cleveland, and
was the thirteenth child. From the be-
ginning she was willful, dominating
not only her brothers and sisters and]
her! parents, but also the children with
whom she played.

Her first known husband was C. A.
Garring, whom she shot, “thinking he
was a burglar,” in San Antonio, Texas,
in 1905. He got a divorce from her as
soon as he recovered.

The first bank Zoe ruined was in
Sapulpa, Okla., when she was 21, jist
after her graduation from an oste-
opathy school in Kirksville, Mo. She
borrowed $1,700 from the bank “with-
out the scratch of a pen,” the record
shows. Six months later bankruptcy
proceedings were filed against the
bank. Two men involved served ninety
day jail sentences. 'The only clews to
their identity in the diary were the
initials “B. B.”

$500,000 From One Man

The second financial institution she
steered upon the rocks was that of
Thomas W. Cunningham of Joplin, her
aged millionaire husband, forty years
her senior.

Cunningham first met Dr. Zoe Wil-
kins in 1913 in Claremore, Okla., where
she was operating a rooming house.
Before they were married in 1917 the
aged banker had given her $200,000.
She told him she was buying bonds
with the money, the record relates.

Cunningham - fell in love with her
gingham dress. One day after her mar-
riage she entered the Hotel ‘Muehibach
here wearing her gingham dress and
carrying a shovel “just to please Tom,”
the diary explains.

Three days after the wedding Cun-
pingham gave his bride $307,000 in
stock in his bank. She sold it the next
day to Amos Gipson, President of the
First National Bank of Joplin. The
rival bank then absorbed Cunningham’s
institution. Gipson committed suicide
{fn Mexico about two years ago.

Mrs. Cunningham then got $400,000
more from Cunningham in bonds and
securities.. When friends in Joplin ral-
lied to the protection of the aged mil-
lionaire, she returned the $400,000 in a
divorce settlement.

Enter Husband No. 3

At this point Albert W. Marksheffel,
Zoe’s third husband, enters the diary.
Marksheffel began his career as owner
of a bicycle shop in Pueblo, Col. She
purchased a dozen diamonds when she
was married to Marksheffel and gave
him a $25,000 bank account. She speni
more than $5,000 on a hopeymoon, be-
sides buying a new Cadillac car. She
rented the Presidential suite at the
Hotel Buehlbach at $100 a day and
would give a $560 bill as a tip to the
orchestra to play “Barcarolle” from
“Tales of Hoffman.”

But her lavish gifts did not entrance
Marksheffel for long. He said to her:
“But we can be pals.”

One day she decided Marksheffel
should send her flowers. He would not.
She feigned illness for three days; still
no flowers.

Then Marksheffel returned home
from work and found crepe upon the
door. Rushing into her room, he found
lighted candles and encountered a

Lawrence, Kan., April 10—John Levi
Haskell Indian football star, picked as
All-America fullback on many selec-
tions last fall, will attempt to win a
berth on the American Olympic team
which will compete in Paris next sum-
mer. The gigantic Arapaho brave,
regarded the greatest Indian athlete
since the days of Jim Thorpe, will en-
ter the preliminary Olympic tryouts
at the University of Kansas stadium
here, May 30 and 81.

Levi will enter the decathlon, in-
stead of any single event. ' Coach
Frank McDonald believes his experi-
ence on the track and his strength
will enable him to make a good show-
ing in the events of the decathlon.
The Indian has carried his 200
pounds of brawn over the 120 yard
high hurdles in 0.152-5; over the 220
yard low hurdles in 0.252-5 and has
high jumped 6 feet. He has put the
16 pound shot 43 feet 71-2 inches,
and thrown the discus 186 feet 8
inches. He has scored firsts in inter-
collegiate in the javelin and is a fairly
fast quarter and half miler, although
he has never competed in these events,
He has treated track competition as
an “athletic sideline.”

“Big Jawn” will have his first taste
of fast track competition in ‘all-round
events April 26, when he will partici-
pate in the pentathlon in the Penn
relays. .

During previous track seasons  the
Indian star. has devoted. his energy
and time chiefly to spring football
practice and to baseball, entering prac-
tically all intercollegiate meets with
the scantiest of training and often
with no training whatever.

With the Olympics looming, Levi
will concentrate on the events of the
decathlon alone, spending but little
time =on spring football practice and
baseball. ‘The coaches believe that by
so doing he can better his records to
a marked degree. i

Levi so greatly values his amateur
standing that he refused offers to
tryout with several major league teams
this spring, among them the New
York Yankees, in order that he might
be eligible for the Olympic games and
for football next fall.

The big Indian is in his early twen-
ties. He intends to return to the grid-
iron next season.

Sees Wife Die
In Burning Hedge

London, April 10 — A chauffeur
named Holden was burning the long
grass at his employer’s house at Long-
cross when he heard screams from the
hedge which had caught fire.

He dashed through’ the flames to
find his wife entangled in the hedge.
His efforts to release her were unavail-
ing, and she was burned to death be-
fore her husband’s eyes.

he never forgave her for that gruesome
prank, the record reads. They parted
soon afterward.

In one of her fits of temper against
her last husband she took out a new
motor car and drove it till the wheels
smoked.
ruined the varnished finish.

Zoe Wilkins had a super-gambling
instinct, her relatives say, and “played
her hunches” to the limit. One one oc-
casion at the Hotel Muehlbach she met
two oil operators, referred to in the
record as “the Burnetts.” “They
thought I was drinking too much,” the
record remarks, “and gave me a lease
they did not think much of for $5,000.”

That was in 1917, shortly after her
divorce from Cunningham. The leases
were near Rantoul, Kan. Later, ac-
cording to the record, she got twenty-
nine paying wells and sold the leases
for $200,000.

There are other entries in the dead
woman’s book telling of her life, but

strong odor of carbolic acid. Beneath
a sheet she lay, her face powdered
white. Frantically he bent over her. As
he did so she stiffly sat up in bed.
Marksheffel'’s nevres nearly snapped.

they are too cryptic for her brothers
and sisters to interpret.

In the meantime search for her mur-
derer continues.

Then with her hatpin she|.

BOY KILLS
HIS CHUM IN
MOCK DUEL

It is Another Case of a Re-
volver Believed to be
Unloaded,

BULLET IN HEART

Magrauth and Danforth
Lads Were Having Good
Time Together,

ItIew York, April 10—The result of
a jest, which ended in tragedy, was
cabled this week to Mrs. George H.
Danforth of Summit, N. J, who had
gone abroad with her daughter to
travel in France, after the recent death
of her husband. Death has again
visited the family. Mrs. Danforth's
son, Noel, fifteen years old, a promis-
mg.student at  Andover Acadeiy,
.havmg been shot and fatally injured
in a mock pistol duel with his best
friend.

Noel grew lonesome at the coming
of spring, with his brother, George,
engrossed in his studies ot Yale, and
his mother and sister in Nice. He
took a day off to run home to Summit
and visit his most iniimate compan-
ion, Andrew W. Magrauth, sixteen, a
junior in the Summit High School
The two boys had an exciting time to-
gether, after taking thewr Dbasehail ae-
ccutrements out of winter storage.

Come Across Pistol.

While rummaging about Andrew’s
home, the youths found s« pistol. It
was not loaded. Great fun t4 have a
duel, suggested Noel, and they hunted
up a second weapon, taking it for
granted that this, too, was unloaded.
The boys took up posts on opposite
sides of the bed in Andrew’s room.
At the command “Draw!” both took
aim.

“Fire!” shouted Noel, dramatically.

There was a click of his revoiver,
but nothing happened. Andrew then
fired and a bullet found lodgment: in
Noel’'s heart. He dropped to the
floor, killed instantly.

Andrew’s sister, Rachel, who was
downstairs, heard the shot and won-
dered at the silence that followed. A
moment later, Andrew rushed down,
panic-stricken. An ambularec was -
summoned, but the surgeon could do
nothing for Noel. Chief of Police John
P. Murphy, after questioning Andrew
at length, refused to enter any com-
plaint against him, reporting the case
as an accident.

Andrew is a son of Joseph Wulker
Magrauth, a lawyer, at 14822 Broad-
way. Noel’s father was secretary of
the American Bank Note Company.
Noel’s uncle, Nicholas Danforth, an
attorney, at 27 Cedar -street, tookK"
charge of funeral arrangements for his ’
nephew, in the absence of Noel's
mother, who has cabled her intention
of taking the first steamship for home. |

MUSEUM GETS
A “BIKE" OF 1818

Secures Machine Propelled
by Foot Pressure on

the Ground,

London, April 10.— The Science
Museum at South Kensington has just
bought a specimen of the first bicycle
made in England. This machine, which
is known to have belonged to a former
Duke of Marlborough, bears a name-
plate of the maker, Denis Johnson,
with the date 1818. They did not call
it a bicycle in those days, but a “pedes-
trian carricle.” The rider sat astride a
horse-hair seat and rested his fore-arms
on a padded support holding the
handle-bars to guide the front wheel.
His body was inclined forward, and to
get and keep the machine in motion
he had to push the ground away, as it
were, from under his feet, as there
were no pedals. It is built chiefly of
wood, with steel-rimmed wheels, and a
hard-working rider may have caused it
to move at seven or eight miles an
hour. The museim’s collection of
bicycles, covering more than 100 years,
now consists of 25 specimens.

Tramp Is Heir
To Big Fortune

Johannesburg, S. A. April 10—The
Johannesburg police are satisfied that
William Dalzell, who was moneyless
and down-and-out, is the heir to a
large fortuiie, and that he is the lucky
individual for whom a firm of solicitors
in Cumberland have been seeking.

The staff of a bank at Vereeniging
advanced Dalzell the money to proceed
to Johannesbiirg to interview the police
commissioner there, who had the neces-
sary information from the lawyers at
Cockermouth.

Dalzell had been tramping the coun-
try doing odd jobs, and while so en-
gaged people showed him a newspaper
cutting advertising for his where-
abouts.

Montreal,, Que. — Every available
foot of docking space in the harbor of

Montreal has been lcased for the 1924
season.




