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the fceptic ; thus only.can he prove, that the

Chriftian ilory differs in all thi broad' cha*

rasters of truch» from either antient or bipdjcni

inipofitions.

Gpt it were a wade of time aod argvtp^nt

to prove more at large, befpre this andieut^^t

that a well-grounded affurance in the Diving

dilpenfation, can only be kept up, unlefs mi-

raculoufly prefcrved, by the indrunientidit^f

of human learning, by the labours of perfbns

fraught with the ftorts of fcience, and lkilic4

in the languages, in which the volume of in*

fpiration is tranfmitted.

The necefllty however of Biblical knowledge

is not left to be deduced from abftracfl reafoniiig

alone. We, in this age of innovation, have wit-

neflcd the practical confequences originating in

the want of it. Many and great are the evils

which have flowed, from ignorance ufurping the

province of facred inftrudtion. Some who were

unable even to read the word of God, have

audacioufly attempted to explain it. Many,

without knowing the difference between li-

teral and figurative expreffions, have not feared

to declare to others in what manner and (enCo

the

li. i*.


