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dis(M;ssion too far bevouci nn iibilitits, I sshnll relate farts,

leaving proiession:'.! iiu-ii to draw conclusions from them. '1 iiis

disorder confines its ravages to the ;;ea-C(;ast, uiv' there is no
instance of its having been pro|);»gated in the country.

In the summer c»f 1794, which deprived Philadelphia of
nearly one-sixth of Its population, one houst- in the country, less

than a mile distnnt from the city, was the letrtiit of i\vent\-fonr

families, wlio all escaper, the infection. At New Yoili they

have never seen it extend beyond the rivers, although g>-eat num-
bers of sick arc daily crossing them, seeking a purer air.

I am unible to dt tennine whether my account of it will be of

any utility ; but if the disease wlucli aillicts some pu? is of Eu-
rope, be the same which has ravaged for souk; years the mari-

time cities of ^\merica, it is an a' jcious act of cruelty to shut

against those who are infected the road to the country, whither

they may go without injuiy to society.— I say, that to sacrifice

whole vill iges, to deliver up their inhabitants to desp;iir, in de-

burring th ni every means of escaping deatli, without being cer-

tain of theit inlicting others, is a crime , orlhy only of those

barbarous a^-^s from whic^h we believe ourselves so far removed.
And, lastly, Jf the American government had followed this plan,

its finest cities w ould have been destroyed, and its richest posses-

sions ruined.

I'lie commerce of the United S-ates is certainly considerable.

1/ike that of Holland, it has lisrn from the ruins of nations

engaged ir. war; and cctnsequently will not, after peace in Eu-
rope, dis) lay the same activity.

Since the establishment of ihtir independence, the United

Slates Iiave, by the wisdom of their government, ae(|uirtd a de-

gree of prosperity and power which has already been regarded

by some European nations with envy.

New York principally furnishes the West Indian colonies with

provisions. Sugar, cotton, indigo, coii'ee, and, in short, all the

produce which they receive in payment, is exported in their ships

to Europe, und exchanged for territorial produce or manufactures,

which ihey either bring back to the colonies, or to the United

States, for consu nption. Uesides this, l^ngland and France

iiave, in those years of scarcity with .\hifl: they have been af-

flicted;, found resources froni this rising and industrious people.

The excessive price of j>rovisions in those dreadful times, has

driven many from Europe to America.

Besides the export-trade, New York possesses an extremely

valuable branch of industry The buihiing of diip> will for along

Muie be a souico of wealth and prosperity, 'i'he goodiie^s ol
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