
CHAPTER XIV

FIFTY YEARS OF UNION

The Dominion of Canada's first fifty years
have been years of momentous change. The
four provinces have grown into nine, cover-
ii-g the whole half-continent. The three
million people have grown to eight, and the
west of the wandering Indian holds cities

greater than the largest of the east at Con-
federation. From a people overwhelmingly
agricultural they have become a people almost
equally divided between town and country.
The straggling two thousand miles of railwajrs
have been multiplied fifteen-fold, forming
great transcontinental systems unmatched in
the United States. An average wheat crop
jrields more than ten times the total at Con-
federation, and the output of the mine has
increased at even a more rapid rate. Great
manufacturing plants have developed, em-
ploying half a million men, and with capital
and annual products exceeding a thousand


