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he accounts given where it is alluded lo by any of our historians.

Some years ago, at Quebec, in a paper communicated lo

the " Transactions" of youi Soeioiy, I had occasion to

argue against llie German School ol Historical Critics, wlio

would throw a doubt upon tbe reality of the events related in

ancient history, from the inc()ns»islencies in the various

narratives of them ; and I brouglit foiward as an inlf- nee lo

the contrary this incident in our own history, lor which we
have the best of all evidence—that of the published words

of the chief actor himself. Champlain's account is clear and

intelligible,' as almost all his local descriptions are; aod

if that is not enough, we have his map with his course laid

down upon it: yet, with the book before them, hardly two

can relate the story in the same way. The earliest of our

historians, Lescarbot, Sagtird, Du Creux, La Potierie, and

Golden, omit mention of it altogether ; and Charlevoix

disposes of it in a few brief sentences, which give no clue to

the route or destination of the expedition. We have in our

records au official document signed Ly Louis XIV. himself,

and by his great minister, Colbert, in which Champlain's

discoveries are set forth as proving the title of France to its

possessions in North America ; and it would be difficult for

the most ingenious person, in as few words, to string

together so many misstatements. The words are these :

"En I'annee 1611 et 1612 il raonta par la grande riviere

jusqu'au lac Huron, qu'on appelle la Mer Douce ; de la il

fut a la nation du Petun, puis a la nation Neutre, et a celle

des Mascoutins, qui demeuraient alors vers I'endroit qu'on

appelle Sakiman. De cet endroit il alia vers les sauvages

Algonquins et Hurons en guerre contre les Iroquois. II passa

par des lieux qu'il a decrits lui-m6me dans son livre, qui ne

sont autres que le Detroit et le lac Erie." Now, as to the

date assigned : in 1611 he was only about six weeks in

Canada, and never advanced beyond Montreal ; and in 1612

he never even left the shores of France. Setting aside this

error in the date, he certainly was amongst the PelUDs,


