
10 CEEMAN CONQUEST OF ENGLAND IN 1875.

on a few days' notice, to conquer the greatest military

nation in Europe, with no more fuss than our War Office

used to make over the transport of a brigade from Alder-

shot to Brighton—and this, too, without the allies it had

now. What happened now was not a bit more wonderful

in reality ; but people of this country could not bring

themselves to believe that what had never occurred before

to England could ever possibly happen. Like our neigh-

bors, we became wise when it was too late.

Of course the papers were not long in getting news

—

even the mighty organization set at work could not shut

out a special correspondent; and in a very few days,

although the telegraphs and railways were intercepted

right across Europe, the main facts oozed out. An em-

bargo had been laid on all the shipping in every port

from the Baltic to Ostend ; the fleets of the two great

Powers had moved out, and it was supposed were

assembled in the great northern harbor, and troops were

huiTying on board all the steamers detained in tliese

places, most of which were British vessels. It was clear

that invasion was intended. Even then we might have

been saved, if the fleet had been ready. The forts which

guarded the flotilla were perhaps too strong for shipping to

attempt ; but an ironclad or two, handled as British sailors

knew how to use them, might have destroyed or damaged

a part of the transports, and delayed the expedition,

giving us what we wanted—time. But then the best

part of the fleet had been decoyed down to the Dar-

danelles, and what remained of the Channel squadron

was looking after Fenian filibusters off the west of

Ireland ; so it was ten days before the fleet was got to-
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