
UPPER AND LOWER CANADxV. 8
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The rtie^dows and low lands, near the river

and lake, yield good crops of grafs.

The rivers which unite with the St» Lau-
rence) are the Ofwagatchie, Ottawas^ Sorel,

L' AfTumptionj St. Francois, and Three Ri^

vers. The firft fetclcments were formed upon
the banks of the river and lakcs^ for the con-

venience of water. Few farms in the lower

province are cleared at any confidcrable dif-

tancc from thefe waters. Many mill feats

are upon thefe ftreams, and wind- mills arc

frequent near the fliores where the waters arc

fmooth.
•

The vegetation is rapid, and the fummer
feafon fliort. The ice melts gradually by the

influence of the warmer waters from the

fouthwcft. In winter it is fomctimcs fud-

denly broken in fome places for a few days,

and floating and crouding together by the

force of the current, and the confinement of
a narrower part of the river below, it is con-

gealed rogether : One of thefe coUedions of

ice, is formed oppofite Montreal, and a road

is cut through it with axes, before a palTagc

can be obtained to the fouth (hore. * - ^
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Bufincfs is conduced with facility, as re-
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