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It is Impoffible, Sir, for any perfon to be an
oeconomifl: where no order in payments is eftablifli-

ed ; it is impoflible for a man to be an oeconomift,

who is not able to take a comparative view of
his means, and of his expences, for tiie year which
lies before him ; it is impoflible for a man to be

an ceconomifl, under whom various officers in

their feveral departments may fpend,—even juft

v;hat they pleafe,—and often with an emulation

of expence, as contributing to the importance,

if not profif, of their feveral departments.—

—

Thus much is certain ; that neither the prefent,

nor any other firft lord of the treafury, has been

ever able to take a furvey, or to make even a to-

lerable guefs, of the expences of government for

any one year j fo as to enable him with the leaft

degree of certainty, or even probability, to bring

his affairs within compafs. Whatever fcheme may
be formed upon them, muft be made on a cal-

culation of chances. As things are circum-

1 anced, the firft lord of the treafury cannot make
an eftimate. I am fure I ferve the king, and I

am lure I aifift adminiftration, by putting ceco-

nomy, at leaft in their power. We muft dafs fer-

vkes; we muft (as far as their nature admits) ap'

propriate funds •, or every thing however reform-

ed, will fall again into the old coufufion.

Coming upon this ground of the civil lift, the

firft thing in dignity and charge that attrads our

notice, is the royal houfehold. This eftablifhment,

in my opinion, is exceedingly abufive in its con-

fiitution. It is formed upon manners and cuf-

toms, that have long fince expired. In the firft

place, it is formed, in many refpe«5ts, upon feudtil

principles. In the feudal times, it was not un-

common, even among fubjeils, for the loweft

offices to be held by confiderable perfons ; per-

fons as unfit by their incapacity, as improper
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