
EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.

Townsend promiaed, that if ever he visited Missouri again, he
would go a good many miles out of his way to see her and her
sisters. Tlie next resting-place which our traveller describes, was
very different from Mr P 's comfortable and cheerful house.

It was a hotel, for which a pigsty would have been a more appro-

priate name. Everything and everybody were dirty, disobligmg,

and disagreeable ; and jifter staym^ one night, the travellers

refusing the landlord's invitation to Uqiiorise with him, departed

without waiting for breakfast.

In the case of our travellers, however, one of the last impres-
sions left upon them before fairly entering the wilderness was of

a more agreeable and suitable aescription. '' In about an hour
and a half," savs Mr Townsend, " we arrived at Fulton, a pretty

little town, ancl saw the villagers in their holiday clothes paraa-
ing along to church. The bell at that moment sounded, and the

peal gave rise to many reflections. It might be long ere I should
near the sound of the * church-going bell' again. I was on my
way to a far, far country, and I did not know that I should ever

be permitted to revisit my own. I felt that I was leaving the
scenes of my childhood—the spot which had witnessed all the

happiness I ever knew, the home where all my aifections were
centei-ed. I was entering a land of strangers, and would be
compelled hereafter to mingle with those who might look upon
me with indifference, or treat me with neglect."

The travellers, tired of their long journey on foot, waited at a
small village on the Missouri till their companions and baggage
should come up. The steamer arrived on the 9th of April, and
the two pedestrians having gone on board, it was soon puffing

up the river at the rate of seven miles an hour. In four days
they reached the small town of Independence, the outermost
Anglo-American post, and disembarking, they began to prepare
for their long" and venturesome journey. Mr Townsend here
introduces a aescription of the company, about fifty in all.

There were amongst the men, to compose the caravan, a great

variety of dispositions. Some, who had not been accustomed to

the kmd of life they were to lead, looked forward to it with
eager delight, and talked of stirring incidents and hairbreadth

escapes. Others, who were more experienced, seemed to be as

easy and unconcerned about it as a citizen would be in contera-

|)lating a drive of a few miles into the country. Some were
evidently reared in the shade, and not accustomed to hardships

;

many were almost as rou^-h as the grizzly bear, and not a little

proud of their feats, of wlxich they were fond of boasting ; but
the majority were strong able-bodied men. During the day, the
captain kept all his men employed in arranging and packing a vast
variety ofgoods for carriage. In addition to the necessary clothing
for the company, arms, ammunition, &c. there were thousands of
trinkets of various kinds, beads, paint, bells, rings, and such like

trumpery, intended as presents for th« Indians, as well as objects
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