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XIV.— Description of Vancouver Island. By its first Colonist,^ W. CoLQUHouN Grant, Esq., f.r.g.s., of the 2nd Dragoon
Guards, and late Lieut.-Col. of the Cavalry of the Turkish
Contingent.

Bead, June 22, 1857.

1. Position, General Aspect, and Geological Structure.

The position and natural advantages of Vancouver Island would
appear emniently to adapt it for being the emporium of an ex-
tended commerce. It contains valuable coal fields, and is covered
with fine timber. The soil, where there is any, is rich and pro-
ductive

; the climate good ; and the singular system of inland seas
by which it is environed teems with fish of every description
Capable of producing those very articles which are most in demand
in neighbouring countries, and offering, in its numerous safe and


