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dispute, without awaitiug the peaceful proceeding's now in piugress betwixt the

federal government iind tliat of Her Majesty. I do not believe in these rumours.

The State of Maine sets too high a value upon the peace now happily subsisting

between the two coiunries, and will, 1 have no duidu, await the constitutional

action of tlieir national go\ernnuMit.
"

Altliou<;^h tiie state of Maiiu' has made the most olii'iisive and arro-

gant assumptions in regard to tiiis territory, and expressed itself so

ileterminedly witii reference t(» the line, yet Mr. Jefferson, in IHOo,

when spenivins; of tliis very boinidary, achnitted, tluit " the British

territories and oiu's in tliose parts were too imperfeetly described to be

susceptible of exeeulion." Considerin;/. tlien, the admitted inability to

discover a line in strict aceovdance ^ith the requisition of tlie treaty

—

niso the admission of the st;ite of Massachusetts that (Jreat Britain had

maintained exclusive jui'isdiction u\er the territory, of vvlueli Sir John

Harvey insisted on Iiaving control— !et reference be made to the follow-

ing resolves concerning t!ie norlii-eastern territory of the United States,

claimed by Great Britain:—
*' Whereas, a large tract of the N()rth-!;ast( rn 'I'crritory of the I'nited .Stfitcs,

belonging in connrion to the -ri'tes jf Maine and Massacliusetts, and lying within

the limits of the former -^tate, has. for many years past, in conse(|iience of a claim

of Great Britain, been surrendered to tlie exclusive custody of the British govern-

ment; and wiu<reas it appears. iVom the report of a cdnniiitlee apjiointed by the

legislature of tlii> co'.nmonv.calt!;, to male personal examination into the state of

our public lamis, that Ln-eat inconveniences and irross abuses liave resulted from

so valuajde a ])ortion of our domain being left in tlu' keeping of agents over whom
we have no Ci^Urol ;

" Therefore. Resolved, by tlie Senate and Hdusc of Rcprcsentntives. in geiu'n;!

court assembled, That in the opinion of this legislature, it is due to the rights and

interests of Massachusetts, that measures should be t.daii by vlie executive of the

United States to secure a sjiccly settlement of this long jtrotracted c:>ntrover>;y,

so that tlle^e states may he reinst.'ted ii! tiie er.joynu'nt of that pruncrty which

was so long in their undis))uted possession, and wldcli is so indisputably theirs.

" Resolved, That in ca-e there be a |)rospect of further unav(,idable delay in tlii'

settlement of this controversy, it is essential to tin' ei:ds of justice, tliat measures

shoidd be tiiken by the executive of the Tnited States, to obtain a representation

of the interests and rights of Maine and Massachusetts, in tlie agency and guardian-

shij) of the territory in question.

" Rcsidved, 'i'liat his lixc(dlency the (iovernor is hereby r"(|ni'sted to transmit

a copy of these resolutions to tiie executive of the I'nited ."<tate>. to our senators

and representatives in coML'ress. and to tlie govenior of tiu' state (d' Maine.

" In Senate, .X'aicli l>t. \H:Vi.

" Passed— Sent «iowii for concurreiu-e.

" lloii.\( I. M.WN. I'ri'sident."

And, fiivthcr. tliat the pertiiiaeions iiuiintenanee of tiie partitti \ iew ->

of J^Iair.e are nuist re|ni!:naiit and irfeeoiiriletible. and al t<d;il vtirianee


