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must have been their principal sustenance at this

period, and such a dietary would have been certain

death by scurvy to the unfortunate men, whoso

stock of preserved provisions had apparently become

expended, or been found to be unfit for food, as

most of the meats supplied to the navy at that

period were found to bo in other quarters of the

globe. Had Franklin's parties had such meat-tins

with them, they would infalHbly have been found,

for they abounded on the trail of their sledges

about Beechey Island ; and later Arctic travellers

have left similar traces of their journeyings behind

them, which will be recognised for many years to

come by any visitors to the localities they have

wandered over.

Another fact was noticed, and that was the total

absence of all reserve stores of provisions, whether

salted or fresh, although there was abundance of

clothing left at Point Victory. This leads to the

inference that they really had had none on board

their ships, except what they could drag with them

on their sledges, which we know could not have


