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iicen throughout the day), to discover any trace ot our absent con-

sort; but, as none was seen, our solicitude respcctii c; her was

much increased, and we feared the crew nii2;ht be wrecked on

this inhospitable siiorc. Guns were frequently fned to apprize any

who niig;ht be near of our approach ; but, as no one appeared, and

no signal was returned, and the loose ice was settina; down to-

wards the ship, we bore up to proceed to the next apj)olnted

rendezvous. At eigiit P.M. we were alireast of the S.W end of

the island called Cape Resolution, which is a low point, but indi-

cated at a distance by a lofty round backed hill that rises above it.

We entered Hudson's Straits soon afterwards.

The coast of Resolution Island should be approached with cau-

t'ou, as the tides appear to be stronp; and uncertain in their course.

Some dan2;erous rocks he above and below the water's edi!;e, at

the distance of live or six miles iVom East BluH', bearingS. 32° K.

t^tis^ii.'it 12.—Having had a fresh gale through the night, we
reached Saddleback Island by noon—the place of rendezvous ; and

looked anxiously but in vain for the Wear. Several guns were

fu'ed, supposing she might be hid from our view by the land
;

but, as she did not appear, Captain Davidson, having remained

two hours, deemed further delay inexpedient, and bore up to keep

the advantage of the fair wind. The outline of this island is ruf-

ged ; the hummock on its northern extremity appeared to me to

resemble a decayed martello tower more than a saddle.

Azimuths were obtained this evening that gave the variation

58° 45' W., which is greater than is laid down in the charts, or

than the officers of the Hudson's Bay ships have been accustomed

to allow. We arrived abreast of the Upper Savage Island early in

the morning, and as the breeze was moderate, the ship was steered

as near to the shore as the wind would permit, to give the Esqui-

maux inhabitants an opportunity of coming off to barter, which

they soon embraced.

Their shouts at n distance intimated their approach some time

before we descried the canoes paddling towards us ; the headmost

of them reached us at eleven ; these were quickly followed by
others, and before noon about forty canoes, each holding one man,

were assembled around the two ships. In the afternoon, when
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