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iidiiiiniKlur ii porlioii of tlic ton'itovy wliicli

IJiissinii ( 'diiiihiiiv V—Tlu'i'o is ii inai'ftin of
1 ('ri)H8 Sdiiiul winch mi' Iimvc rented from

II.IS. As regnrds tlio govcrnnunit of the trnitovv, liow is it govovned ? I am now speaking'
not of trade, Imt of the general jiovcrnnient of tlic territory.—In tlie Red Hiver Settlement, in tlie

distiiet of Af wniljoin, tlie pretent Itectrdcr is tin; Governor of tlio district.

ll.'il. Ho liastiie oxeeritive jxiwer as well as tlic judieiid :*—Yes.
IIT)?. What there is to be done ho does?— Yes; our gaols are almost always empty

;

seaieely ever have sin inmate.
ll.'JM. As to the rest of the territory, how is that gviversied '•— Hy myself and the C'oimeil.

11.v.). Have ytui any legislative pcnverV—No.
lOifi. Hesides your own territory, I think yon

i)elongs to Hnssia, under some arrangemeMt with the

coast, marked yellow in the ma]), from iiV 1(1' up ti

the Hussian-American Company fir a term of years
1027. Is that the whole of that strip f—Tlie strip goes on to Mount St. Klias.

1()2'<. AVhere does it liegin ?—Near Fiit Simiison. in lntiltide af\ it inns I'.j) to Mount
St. Klias, which is farther north.

lOi'.l. Is it the whole of that strip whic.'h is iiiehided between the liritish territory and ho
sea?

—

\\\: have only rented the |)art between Fort Simpson and Cross .Sound.

l(>;i(). What is the date of that arrangement f—That arrangement, I think, was entered into
about ISail.

1031. AVbat are the terms upon which it was made; do you pay a rent for that land?—'I'ho

British territory runs along inland from the coast about iio miles; the IJussian territory riuis

along the coast; wi> have the right of navigation through the rivers to hunt the interior country.
A miBunderstanding existed upon tliat point in the first instane.;; we weie about to establish ii

post upon one of the rivers, whicli led to very serious difliculties between the Iiussian-Aineriean

Company and ourselves. We had a long correspondence, and to guard against the reciu'renee of
these difticulties it was agreed that we should leasi' this margin of coast and pay (liem a rent.

Thereat was, in the first instance, in (;tters-I liiiiik we gave J,000 otters a-year; it is now
converted into money. We give, I think, l,.")()(i/. a-vear.

10;)2. Mr. C/tiirki) /It^williiiiiK—AVliat otter is that? --The land otter from th" east side of
tlu' mountains. We now jiay l,."iOO/. a year for the use of this niariiin of coast.

1033. C/i(iiriiiaii.— Is it a lease for a term of years:'— I think the term was orgiiially ten
years.

March 2. t.s57.

Sir fieorgc Simpson, called :i and further examined.

1732. ('Itairman.— 1 think you made an arrangement with tin.' liiis^:ian (^)nlpally by which
you hold mider lease a portion of their territery '.— Yes.

1733. I believe that arrangement is that ynii huld that strip of country which intervenes

)>etween your territory and the sea, and that y(.ii give tliem 1,")00/. a year for it '.—Yes.

1734. ^^'llat Were your objects in making tli:tt arrangement '.— To prevent difficulties existing

hetivoen the ixussians and ourselves—as a ]iau'e offering'.

173.'). What was *\\q nature of those difliculties '.—We were desirous of passing thr(.>ugh their

territory, which is inland from the coast about 30 miles. There is a margin of 30 miles if coast

belonging to the Russians. We had the right of navigating the rivers tailing into the ocean and
of settling the interior comilry. l>ifliculties arose between us in regard to the trade of the country,

and to remove all tliose difliculties mc iigreed to give them an annual allowance. I think, in Iht!

first instance, 2,000 otter skins, and afterwards of ],,")00/. a year.

1735. During the lat" war which existed between Russia ami Knglaml, I believe that soino

arrangement was made between you and the Russians by which you agreed not to molest one
another?—Yes; such an arrangement was made.

17J>il. By the two Comjianies?—Ye.s
; and (Tovernmeiit confirmed the arrangement.

1740. You agreed that on neither side sho\ili| there be any molestation or interference with.

the trade of the different i)arti(s ?—Yes.

1741. And I be'.ieve that that was strictly observed during the whole war ?—Yes,

1742. Mr. Bell. Which Government confii'med the arrangement, the Russian or the Fiiiglish,

or both ?—Both Governments.

Powers of the Hudson's Bay Company.

(Appendix to Report, p. 408.)

Copy of- Letter from the Governor of the llmhonn Bay Compaiiy to Lord Stanley.

i\Iy Lord, IlwhotCs Bay House, London, .Txine 8, 1842,

I have the honour to aeknoAvledgo receipt of Mr. G. W. Hope's letter of the 4th instant,

inclosing, by direction of yoiu" Lordship, copy of an address of the House of Connnons for

.•ertnin papers relating to the Hudson's Bay Company, and requesting that you may be furnished,

for presentation to the House, with a copy of the existing Charter or grant by the (."rown to the
Company, together with a list of the dates of all former Charters oi' grants to them.


