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the latter livor, in Shiiswap Lake, thcnof

thron>;h the Eanle Pasa ncroRs a sumniit ol

the Gold Kanpe, four hundri'd and seventy

feet nliove the Lake level to the Columbiti

River, and tip tlie Columbia and one of its

Kinall triliiitaries, railed Blackberry River, to

lltiwsi 's I'uKK. This is not only a practicable

line luit it will fjive a pradual ascent to thi

sniiiiiiit of ti.e Rocky Mountains, from which
jMiiiit the descent to the Red River will be

iiimtist a rt'pular incline, in very favorable

c()n)|»iriK(in with tlie jjrade of the road now
in opcratii'U between San Francisco and
Dinalia, which passes f>ver four successive

summits, the lowest of which is two thou-

sand feet higher than that we have to over-

come on the liocky Mountains. Now, Kir,

in the absence of d(!tailed surveys and sec-

tions, no one can make a close estimate of

the cost of tills line; but I venture to ex-

press my opinion in which ' nin supported by

other gentlemen, like m.\ If engineers, who
liave gone over the line, that notwithstand-

ing some portions of the work on this road

along the ("nnon of the Fraser would be

very expensive, the whole distance from the

I'licifie sealioard to the summit of the Rocky
Mountains, a distance! of about six hundred
rai'es, may be set down at an ap-

proximate estimate of $t50,000 per mile.

RKgn.T OF OKKEAT OP IXIO.V.

I have been frequently asked of lute—and I

mention this ]H)iiitasit has been discussed

SO warmly in Parliament. "What would
hav(! been the result in British Columbia had

the address in favor of her union with Canada
been voted down ?" Well, fSir, as I have
said already this evening, the people of liri-

tish Columbia are not only an intelligent but

a loyal communitv—throughout the whole
country there exists strong attachment to

British connection. 'I'hey have never as a

peo|)le had any indination for the T'nited

(States or any proclivity toward the institu-

tions of tiiat country; and though there was
at one time in the year before last an attemjit

on the part of a few disafl'ccted persons to

raise sueli an issue, it was so speedily hooted

down that the very wonl annexation has

been ever since taboed among us. But,

had this address not been carried there would
have been the deepest disappointment

throtighout our colony and profound dis-

couragement to the best friends there of Con-
federatiim. Our people have been given to

understand from all (piarters in Canada as T

before told you that the Canadian Pacific

Piailway was to be built at once—they have

regarded their union with Canada on the

terms arranged by your Ciovernment as afore-

gone conclusion—and had they been told by

you as they would in fact have been told by

y( ur refusal to confirm those terms, " we
are not able to undertake the building of

this Railway, we are not prepared to take the

responsbility of uniting British Columbia
to us, not equal to the occasion which pre-

sents itself," they would certainly with em-
bittered feelings have at once and unani-

mously refused to unite with you on any
other terms, and what might hav<> been the

ulthnate result I would i)reter not to conjec-

ture. JJut, Sir, happily we have escaped any
such risk as this would have occasioned to

the consolidation of British interests on this

continent, and are met here to-night to re-

joice over the cons/.mmation of the great

work of the union of Briti.sh (V.

lumbia to the Dominion. ((.'heers.)

I must ajiologise for the leiiirth of these

remarks on a social occasion sneh as this is,

hut there were some |)oints with regard to

the true bearing and intention of the terms
of union of our colonj with Canada which I

have considered it very desiralde, not only
for the sake of our community, but in the

interest of ,.iis whole Dominion, to comment
on, and explain from a British Columbia
point of view, and I have availed myself of

this opportunity of doing so as I see no ])ro-

bability of any other being all'orded me just

now. And now, sir, I begto renew my acknow-
ledgements of th(! hii:h compliment jiaid this

evening to British (^)lumbia in the ixrsoii

of her representative. For inyrelf I can only
assure you that I shall ever cherish a giat<'-

ful recollection of the very great kindness
wbicli I have received from the many friends

with whom I have bad the pleasmc of be-

coming acquainted in Ciinada. ar.d I'speciiilly,

Mr. Chairman, from yourself. On behalf <.f

the people of British Columbia—the young-
est of the fair sisterhood of federiitcd provin-

ces now spread across this broad continent

from ocean to ocean— T express the heartfelt

desire—long may this goodly Dominion
flourish and grow in honor among the na-

tions under the dear old fliig that now waves
over us—enjoying year by year an iii'Teasing

measure of material prosperity, and tniev;t

happiness ! and in direct connection with this

sentiment I propose to you in the nnnu; of

our colony a toast which I know needs no
further preface here to-niulit—to those to

whom British Columbia and this whole Do-
minion owe so much—" Her Majesty's Minis-

ters." (liOud and prolonged cheers.)

The toast having been enthusiastically

drank.

Sir G. K. CaktiivR, on behalf of his col-

leagues and himself, returned their most sin-

cere thanks. With regard to this present

ministry it should be borne in mind that it

was tiie offspring of Confederation. From
the 1st of July, 18()7, it ii.-d been the ta-k of

the ministry ever to extend the ineoniplete

scheme of Confederation. It was their liap-

py lot to-day to see this in a measure com-
pleted. (Hear, hear, and cheers.)

Hon. Mr. CAMPnui.i. snid that he was hapiiy

to submit to Sir George's response fr the

ministry. He was Kun; they were all drliLjlit-

ed that Sir (reorge had been so happy in lad-
ing during the absence of Sir John. (Ibiir.)

The mottoe of the present tninistry liail ev>r

been "One Queen, oni^ flag, one destiny."

(Loud cheers.) That had been the feeling

which had influenced them, and when they


