
LOYALTY. 11
i

tariff arrangement with the United States, we should compromise

the fiscal independence of the country. Of course you cannot

make a treaty without surrendering to that extent, and so long

I

as the treaty lasts, your independence of action. But if the treaty

is fair, where is the dishonour ? Was there any dishonour in the

Elgin Treaty ? Was there any dishonour in the commercial treaty

made by England with France ? It is idle to think that in cora-

i raercial matters we can be entirely independent of the United"

I States. We must be beholden to them for our principal winter-

i

ports. We must trust to their comity for the transmission ,of

J

our goods in bond. Our railway system is bound up with theirs.

j

What we call our great national road, the road which was to be

J
the pledge of our eternal separation from them, not only has

I
branches running into their territory, but actually passes with its

:• trunk line through the State of Maine. If there is any disloyalty

I

in this matter it would appear to be in maintaining a fiscal policy

( which is constantly driving the flower of our population over the

I line, and saves Canada from annexation by annexing the

Vj Canadians.

j

Does anyone want to be told what is really disloyal ? It is

disloyal to assemble the representatives of a particular commercial
' interest before the elections and virtually sell to them the policy

of the country. It is disloyal to seek by corrupt means the sup-

y
port of particular nationalities, churches, political orders, or sec-

ij
" tional interests of any kind, against the broad interest of the

community. It is disloyal to sap the independence of provinces

and reduce them to servile pensioners on the Central Government

by systematically bribing them with "better terms" and federal

grants. It is disloyal to use the appointments to a branch of the

national legislature as inducements to partisans to spend money in

elections. It is disloyal to use public works, which ought to be

undertaken only for the general good, for the purpose of bribing

particular constituencies. It is disloyal to make concessions to

-{


