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lack of efliaency in the foundation subjects of
reading, writing, composition and spelling

Should your desire lead you further to ascer-
tain something of the character of the work
that IS being done in the departments of whatmay be designated culture subjects, such as
i^tin, French and German, you will quickly
find proof that here it is pedantry rather than
scholarship which obtains.
As to the subject of reading, it is conceded

on all sides that it is badly taught in both thePubhe and High Schools, and that along this
hne little progress has been made for a number
of years. The High School teachers lay theWame for this at the door of the Public
Schools alleging that the pupils read venr^ly when they enter the High Schools, for-
getting meantime that the charge recoils upon
themselves, since the teachers of the Public
Schools are the product of the High Schools.
The fault lies in the fact that neither

teachers nor inspectors of Public or High
Schools in Ontario have had any training in
the subject of reading: or, if they have had.
It haa only been along the line of barren and
worthless theorizing. This is borne out by the
fact that teachers who have from time to time
boldly ventured to prepare manuals of reading
have not been able to apply their own prin-
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