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faint hopes of futurity, wbich they were eager to in-*

*dulge, it frequently became a queftion among them,

whether annihilation was not preferable to a continua-

tion of exiftence, if expnfed to the like troubles and

afflictions which disturb the prefent life. To this im-

portant queftion, an anfwer fecms implied in my text.

It pronounces thofe bleffed, and thofe only who die

in the Lord j others have no rational grounds to expert

that the continuation of theii' exiftence, in a future life,

fliall prove a bleiling, or even more agreeable than the

prefent, tho' our roercifiil Creator will never fuffer any

to perifli,- who have aded up to the light that is i^

them.

When addrefled to a Chrlftian Congregation, the

text, by bleffing thofe who die in the Lord, certainly

excludes from that bleffing fuch as knowing their Re-

deemer, have rejeded him. It is impoflible that fuch

can inherit the proniifes. Their fituaticm is infinitely

Worfe than that of the good men of ancient tirnes, for

they rejedl the revelations which fuch men were an-r

xious to obtain, and refufe that falvation which is of-

fered to a finful world, by the infinite love of a bc-

aevolent Creator,

But this circumflance, fo much to be lamented, is not

always without a remedy. The greater number of

thofe who are indifferent to religion, are fo rather fron^

Hiifunderftanding its infinite importance and amiablq

foundations, than from y/ilfui errors, or a preference oi
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