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WOOD PULP
&~DLPtMTMLNT

PULP AND PAPER MANUFACTURE IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

MNr. R. E. Gosnell, Secretary of the British
Columb'ia Bureau of Information, is doing ex-

cellcnt work for the province b>' furnisbing in-

formation calculated to develop ils natural
resoures and increase ils export trade. He

bas recenuly i'ue wo important bulletins,
entiiled "The Timnber lnidustry of British

Columbhia "and 'I' he Markets on the Pacific

for 13r!tihI Columbhia W'ood Pulp aud Paiper."

'flice followinigg exîracts hearing uplon the pulp

and papcr indt:stry explain the situation:
No milîs for the manufacture of %vood pulp

or prper are at presçnt establislied in this
province, but tr portion of Canada c.sn show

gýre;ater advatages for these industri;s.
Water-powers can he found on the coast of the

nîainland wvhich aîfford unique facilities for in-

dustrial worlcs,owisig 10 their situat ion adjacent
io Jeep water, to, their case of devclopment,
and bo their heiaig in the centre of the tiniber
are.ts. lu addition to tbe wvater-powers on the
coast, thiere are numeraus fine water-po'vers in
the interior of British Colunmbia, tvbere can also
bc round immense quantities af wood suitabie
for pulp ; but at the pres;ent time the rate af

freight to the coast tvould be a bar to success-
fut campetition in the autside markets.

Along the ceabt-linc of the mainland of
Britisht Colunmbia and Vancouver Islanîd prac-

tic.alv iicxli;ttiie areas of pulp wvood can be
liud. Sotith of Knight's Inlet tbe most
abundant wood ký the Douglas fir, tvhich is
successftilly uset for the manufacture of
chemical pulp. lis suitability for mneclianical
pulp is not s0 certain. North of Knigbf*s Inlet
i% the spruce and hienilock h, affording
clinrimous supplies ai exceilent puilp-wood-thie
Sitka, spruce eNp.,ci;illy heing tnccehled by any
other wood for pulp purposes. Thzesc woods
cover larg-e tracts i mmediately contiguouç ta
the scat-coasýt, so thiat los Cali be landed ai the
milîs ai very ltowt cost.

-\Il iniportant point in favour of the industries

on the sc.oitof British Columibia is the
iinidaess oi the 'vinliers, whicli admits ai opera-
lion% ~en carried o'n throughout the whole
ycar. T'he fore's tif th;i; province are niuch
more leniselv wooded than those ai Eastern
Canada, 500, cord; pier acre heing niot un-
coninmon. while fromt, oo 10 5a cords may be
î:aken as a fair averamge oi good timiber lands.
\Vith prcsper hust-anding tue forests are prac-
t ically inexhaustible for pulp-wvood purposes.
This is cssetita.ill a tiniber country. Atnios-
plieric condition-, are especiahily favauirable to
trce growth, wvhich ks ve rapid, and the ex-
lent of oiherwviNe valueless colintrv nlong te
coast that cati bce devotcd ta forestry is
eniorniaus. Owilng to ils vvealîh of r.lw
matcriai, excellent watcr-powers and 1.Ze-
graphical position, British Columbia occupies

a position of eminent advantage in compet'flg
for the pulp and paper trade of the Pacific.

An important factor bearing uipoil the future
of British Coltim.i.t as tbe centre of the ptilp,
and paper trade of the Pacifie is the rapid
depletion of tbe forests of the United States,
and it k confidently anticipated that tbe im-
portalion of Canadian pulp and pulp-%%ood 10

that country, already large, will continue 10

rapidly increase. la conclu-,ion, there is no
industry, not even mining itself, which gives
greaier prami e of commercial valise and

general importance than that of the manufac-
ture of wood pulp and paper in Ibis province.

The Legislature of Britibh Columbia bas
pas!zed ain Act which autharizes the Govern-
ment to enter int agreements with pulp com-
panies. granting themt leases of pulp lands on
very favourable terms, both as regards rentaI
and royalties, and to reserve areas out tif
wvhicb selections of pulp lands may be made.

The pulp campanies witlî whom agreements
bave been made are : The Industrial Power
Company, the Pacifie Coast Power Comtpany,
the Cassiar Power and ludustrial Company,
the Orienial Power Company, and the Quatsinio
Power and Puip Company. Ail of these have
large limits and water-potvers reserved.

A special feature of British Columbia timber
areas is their density, the yield being greatly
in excess of that obtainable from equal areas
in Eastern Canada. The average cut in
Ontario is about zo cords per acre, wbile upon
the lands secured by these companies the esti-
matud cut is over xoo cords per acre. This
density enabies logging to bc carried on to
great advantage, and il is estimated that the
cost of wood at the milîs for manny years will
be i lenst one.îhird the average cost 10

1Ea.-stern American mills. Cheap coal of ex-
cellent quality can bc obtaincd fram Nanaimo
or Union, and !sbipmcnts can be made directiy
by water ta the inilîs.

The markets that can, with special facility,
bc supplied from Briti%ll Columbia are: B3ritish
Columbia, Japan, Australia, China, New Zea-
]and, Hawaii, the ri,,.ipines, Western Coast
of South America, Western Coast ai Mexico,
and Asiatic Russia.

The homte market is a rapidl%-growing one,
and with the siendy growth of population a
corrcspondingly rapid increatc of the require-
ments in the way of paper niay rcasonably bc
anticipaîed. The lon1g distance from the
Eastersi nills and the freiglit rates make com-
petition from the East impossible.

Japan probably furnishes the greatest possi-
bilities for the future, the imports of paper ini

1900 amousnting to, aver $2,ooo,ooo, and that
of pulp to about $230.000: Bl3oh the dcmand
for pulp and paper in Japan is increasing very
rapidly, and the pulp milis of this province will
lie in the best possible position t0 supply il.

The Australian mairket ks perhaps the ill'st
important at the present time. There arc 110
sititahie pulping woods on that continent, ild
FI 0 va ter-powers, so that Australia ks al'tIrî
wholly dependent uipon outside sources for its
supply of paper.

If prcterential trade dulies wvere arralwcd
between Canada and Australia, as may bc
possible in the future, Canada (and Britishî
Columbia in particular) ivili occupy a position
of great advantage as compared with othier
cotintries comp2ting for this tradte. l ks tn he
noted that a considerable portion of tbe paper
imported into Auslralia front Great Brtamni and
the United States wvas manufactured front ptulp
sbipped from Eastcrri Canada. The freiglit
charges (and customs duties, in the case of the
Uynited States) on Ibis must materially increase
the cost, and cati bcecntirely avoided by manui-
facturing the paper in B3ritish Columbia.

Mr. Gosneil's views as to the possibilities of
the pulp industry bave evider.tly beconie rnodi-
lied, as bis last contribution on the subject
says

Il has been established beyond question that
aerlarge market for paper, and incidentallv

for pulp manufactured in the province, docs
exist, suflicient t0 justify the erection of one or
more paper mills.

There are, however, one or more important
considerations 10 be kept in mind. The market
for pulp alone, apart from a paper miii, is not
large enough for a large pulp mi]]. Japan is
practically the only consumer of that product,
so far as we are conc.-rned. The output of
puip must be largely consumed in the local
paper milîs, for the products of wbich there are
very exclusive markets in Australia, South
America and other countries bordering an the
Pacific Ocean. There is, too, in British
Columbia and the Northwest a home demand,
which ks rapidly extending-not suifficient, per-
baps, in, absorb the entire output of a paper
mili, but nevertheless an important market in
that connection.

Tbere are also to bc considered the questions
of labour and shipping facilities. Labour on
the Coast is higher than in the East ; but the
other natural conditions arc so favouraole tha.
careful eNti nWes show that pulp can be manu-
factvrcd several dollars a ton cheaper here than
in Ea'n-;ern Canada, on that accounit. The
location of the timber reserves on the water's
edge, w1tb water carniage to the milis, is the
explanationi of that, and will compensate for
increased cost of labour. Sbipping facilities
and competition in ocean vessels ks more
limited on the West than on the East Coast ;
but the developmcnt of ocean trafllc on the
Pacifie is so rapid that any present disadvan-
tages on that score ivill soon be overcome.

Another conbideration of moment must flot
be overlooked. The market wvhile it exists
must be cultivated, and pulp and paper manu-
facturers wvill comne mbt compctition in the
foreign market, in certain lincs, with British,
Canisian, United States, Gcrman and citler
manufacturers (ptincipally Brit.ish). To mccl
these oni equal grotinds and obtain a share of
the market will take lime and enterprise. The
«idv.-nta.ges on the sie of the British Columbian
manufacturer wvill be cast of production and


