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the power of making laws which bind f ithe people in the terri-
tory. Though the country has paase#4 under English control,
the European powers stili nmintain exceptional privileges for
their resident aubjects which were conceded ýby the Ottoman
Empire in the Capitulations. At the saine time the need for
the extension and amendment of this special law which applies
to the privileged oelasa i8 generally admitted; and, therefore,
legiuiative functions have to' be exercised by some body. It is
the sixiguiar feature of Egyptian administration that the judicial
and legisiative funetions, s0 far as Enropeans are eoncerned,
are combined.

It was in 18735 that fourteen foreign powers 'ntered into
treaties with the Khedive 's government with a view to, remedy-
ing the state of judicial anarchy which reigned in Egypt, and
under these treaties the inixed tribunals were instituted. They
wver., to have exclusive jurisdiction iu ail civil and commercial
actions a.rising between natives and foreigners or -between
foreigri, rs of different nationalities, in actions about immovable
property even though both parties were forcigners of the sanie
nationality, and in a limited number of penal actions. Thte courts
ivere to consist of native and foreign judges with a preponderating
proportion of the latter; and it was agreed that the foreigmers
who mat should be representatives of the several states whieh
had Capitulations with Egypt. At the sanie time six codes were
franied (civil, commercial, maritime, penal, civil procedure,
and criminai procedure) which the inixed courts wcre to apply
in ail cases that came before theru. It was furiher pýrovided
that in case of silence, inadequacy or obsettrity of the law, the
judge should conforni to the principles of natural law and
equity, and that extensions and modifications of the laws in
force should be enactcd upon the advice of the "Corps de la
Magistrature,"' Le., the general body of the judges of the courts.
By thesel provisions it was hoped that the changes of the law
which experience miglit suggest would be regularly brought into
effeet. But those hopes were futile. The principles of natural
law and equity, as haî been demorlstrated recently lu the con-


