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the Fras, where 1300 to 2000 light
vefleis may be kept in fafety and
conflant readinefls; to act cither of-
fenfively, or to defend their own
cozfl, as occalion may point out, or
require: it is cqually certain, that
immenie quantities of materials and
frores, for the conftruétion and e-
quipment of thefe vefels, are already
colteéting from =zll quarters: and,
there it no doubt, that the Consulate
intends to extend  this naval  syflem of l
ans tr . America  end the

o fight squady
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two monarchs felt the internal
ftrength of their refpedlive empires,
and meafured the powers of their
ncigl\bours.

When Louis aflumed {he direc~
tion of affairs, he found himfelf hem-
med in, on the fide of Germany, I-
taly and Spain, by Auftrin; and on
all other fides, by Great Britain and
Ilolland, - ‘To break through that cir-
cumvailation, was an enterprize wor-
thy of a young aspiring monarch;
and as enterprizing princes general-
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 This fatement of the natural and
moral fources of France, are by no
mezns exaggerated ; the eftimates we
have given, are far under what an in-i
telligent  government might derive |
from the inexhauftible treafures of ;
‘that overgrown empire. Vortunate,

‘pérhaps, it may be for the yet inde-

pandent nations of Europe, that thote

fources of irrefiftible force ure inthe l
Liznds of Frenchmen !
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xcept when the perfonal charac-
ters of leading men, may, now and
then influence the meafures of a go-
“vernment, the politics of every fate
i3, to. fecure its independence, aug-
ment its power, and elevate its rank.
'I'hefe objedts cannot be purlued fin-
ylv, they are iterwoven with one a-
nother. The independence of a ftate
cin only be fecured by an unremit-
ted progreflion -in power, of which
‘vank. is a confequence. Almoft all
ftates huve begun to decline, as foon
»s they cenfed to rife.  The ambi-
" tiom, avarice, and ignorance of indi-
“ fiduals, allow nztions no interval of
{tationavy quiet and fecurity.
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"'In. modern .times, the only  go-
“veraments that feem to- have ated
upon any  digefted fyfllem,-are the
French fince' the commencement of
tue reign. of Louis XIV. and the

- Ruilian fince that of Peter’[. Thele

1

ly do, he fucceeded. By the valour
of his arms, feconded by the infi-
tuation and treachery of his neigh-
bours, he levelied down all the bul-
warks of his opponents; and laid
Europe cpen to the inroads of France.
He broke the power of Aunihriy, and
thereby defiroyed tke union and
force of the German empire; he
made” Spain a province of his do-
minions ; annihilated the arroganc and
independent {pirit of the Dutch™ and
deprived  Great=Dritin - of all her
ufeful conneltions on- the continent
of Luropet. His {ucceflors made but
a poor ufe of the means he left at

® The Dutch ftruggled long and bravely to
confolidate the independence and political rank of
ctheir cou tiry 3 from 1709 to 1713, they besieved
‘they had fucceeded § bot one of thufe unloreleen
fatalities, which, in 2 momeat deftvoys the works
of apess blated 2} their hopes.  The change of
fyfiem in the Britfh Cubiner, vr rather the change
of men, (for it is nat known to us, that cver a
fyitem was adopted threre) prodacced theYinfamous
treary of Utieeht.  The Duteh having fpenc im.
menfe trealutes doring the war, and obliged to a-
bandon alt the advanages they Ead acquiied by it,
their proud fpirit of independence and ambition
for military and naval glory, Tunk inth a fellen
hatred towards Great-Biitain.  T'hat hatred never
diminiflicd 3 on the cnatrary, the conncxions be.
tween the houfes of Braniwick and Naflav O.
range, and our inte ference, fometimes by inte.
gue and femetimes by force, in favour of the
Stadtholderate, made every Dutchman our invete-
rite enemy 3 and has, in theend, made Holland 2
department of France. C
. % Since the peace of Utrecht, Great-Rritain
has had for- allies, Portugal, the Stadholder, Ha-
nwver and the Landgrave of  Helie Cafily In
zve.y coniinental war, theie powers have been con-
quered by the arms of France; and bavebeen rane.
cawed cither by Beitifh moncy, or by Beitith cons.



