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greater superiority and importance, and then the 
circle swings round and

“The spoke which is to-day on top 
To-morrow’s on the ground."

In all these calculations, each side is fallible until it 
has gained by experience.

It is a general and very fallacious view that the 
Germans foresaw all these developments of war and 
prepared for them, while the Allies were caught 
napping. Nothing could be more untrue. The 
Germans were better prepared for all possible even­
tualities than anyone else, but no soldier in any army 
foresaw the actual course which modern warfare 
would take. As a matter of fact, the development 
of trench warfare and the reign of the machine-gun 
was so fatal a blow to German prospects that it is 
improbable that they would have declared war at all 
if they had thought it anything more than a bare 
possibility. To them it was a matter of life and 
death to keep the armies on the move—life if they 
could crush the French and British armies in the 
field and then turn back on Russia; death if they 
were condemned to a static defence while the invin­
cible resources of the Allies in men and money accu­
mulated slowly on either front. History decided at 
the Marne in favour of the latter alternative.

From the date of the Aisne the infantry in 
defence gained a decided superiority over the artil­
lery in attack and kept it for many months after the 
race to Calais had locked the lines in Western 
Europe. The enemy possessed indeed a great 
superiority in heavy guns, but it was not sufficient to


