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LI. VERrIFICATION,

In order to make quite sure about conditions up to
date, 1 spent two months last summer examining some
1500 miles of coast line, from Nova Scotia, round by
Newfoundland to the Straits, and thence inwards along
the Canadian Labrador and North Shore of the St.
Lawrence. On the whole, 1 found that 1 had rather
under- than over-stated the dangers threatening the
wild life there, and that 1 had nothing to retract from
what I said in my dddress and Supplement.

As 1 spent one month among the fishermen of Nova
Scotia and Newfoundland, who commit most of the
depredations, and the other month among the people
along the Canadian Labrador, on whom the depreda
tions are committed, I enjoyed the advantage of hean
ing both sides of the story. It was very much what I
had heard before and what 1 said it was. The a
gument is, that so long as there is no law, or no law put
in foree, every man will do what he likes which 1s
unanswerably true. I am also afraid that there is no
practical answer to the logical deduction from this,
that so long as bad men can do what they like
ood men must do the same or “‘get left’”’. Good
bad and indifferent, all alike, are squandering the
capital of the wild life as fast as they can, though th

legitimate interest of it would soon vield far better
returns if conservation was to replace the beggaring
methods in vogue to-day.

[ would urge the earliest possible extension of
thoroughly well enforced wild-life conservation laws
to the whole Labrador peninsula; and I would venture
to remind the Commission again, as I did in my Sup
plement, that the wild life of Aretic Canada is even



