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heing chiefly IM. white and black oaks, interspersed with a variety of
other trees.  T'he magnolin grandiflora, that intallible sign of the
land not being subject to imundation, 1s not, however, among them.
Along the banks n stratum of solid elay, or marl, i1s observable, aj
parently of anc eht deposition. It Lies i oblig positions, making

in ancle ol nearly 30 deorees with the horizon, and generally in

clingd with the descent of the river, althe hin a few cases the pos

tion was contrary. ‘Timber i1s seen projecting from under the solid

. I
bank, which scems indurated, and unquestionably very ancient, pre
senting a very diflerent appearance {rom recently formed soil.  I'he
river 1s about 80 vards wide. A\ leacuce above the mouth ol the

Wasshita, the Bayou IHaha comes’in unexpectedly from the right; and
s one of the many*passages through which the waters of” the gre
inundation penetrate and pervade all the low countries, annihilatin
tor a time, the currents ol the lesser rivers in the neighborhood of the
\|1w|\~\1f~'&|‘. ['he vegetation 1s remarkably vicorous alone the alluy

banks, which are covered with a thick shrubbery, and imnumerable

plants in full blosson at this late season.

Villemont’s prairie is so named in consequence ol its bemg ing o
within a grant under the French covernment to a eentleman of” that
name. Many other parts of the Washita arce gamed after their carly pro
prictors.  T'he IFrench people projected :nm“':m' xtensive settlements

on this river; but the general massacre planned, and in part executed

by the Indians against them, and the consequent destruction of tl
Natch tbe by the French, broke up all these undertakings, and
they were not recommenced under that government.  "I'hose prai
are pi.un\. or savannas, without timber: 1"‘!\"15&‘.1} very {ernle, and
producing an exuberance of strong, thick and coarse herbage.  When
i pim‘«' of ground has once oot nto this state in an Indian country
it can have no opportunity of” reproducing timber, it being an inva
ible practice to set five to the dry grass i the fall or winter, to att:
the advantace of attackin une when the young tender grass begin

to spring 3 this destrovs the vouno timber, and the praivie annually

cains upon the wood-land. It is probable that the immense plain
nown to exist m An a, mav owe their oriem to this ct 1.
I"he plams of the Washita lie chiefly on the cast side, and bein (
Uiy foroged hke the Mysgase] I land, oping from the bank o
Fiver to th reat river, they are more or le ubjeet to mundation

the rear; and in certain great {loods the water has advanced so fan

to be ready to pour over the margin into the Washita.  T'his has 1

become a very rare thine, and it mmay be estimated that (rom a

er of a mile to a mile m depth, will remain free from inundation

ng high floods.  This is pretty much the case with those lands ne
i‘.!'i!lv“;' [ <t of t} '\\.‘%IK' W ]|'!u ¢\ 4";!11i‘ fam 1 o
primitive high-land : the rest heing evidently alluvialy althoueh

nowrsubieet to be mundated by the W hita river, 1 conscquene

the oreat de ’ﬂx which the bed of the riyer ha mj‘..:wi by abra !

On approaching towards the Bayou Louis, which cmpties i ~\\w1 )

he Washita on the right, a little below the rapids, there is a great (o
hioh land on th =i which prod ne and other '
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