
30 THE iMISPECK TRAGEDY.

^MiiKonzie oxiicotcd that Brccn and his wife woro to t,'o to livo in his small house. IJroon wont fnrwunl

fir-t and kindled a firu. I kept out nr.-ii^lit, and I rather think my son did not show himself eitlier. I did

not allow him ; wc were stamlin;^ hehind the house ; ISreen oanie for us, and I went in ; I eannot say if my
son wi'ut in ; [ did not ]iay him muoh atiention. There was a good light, and I should not wonder but I

toM Brecn there was too much light, and told him to toss it up, and he did, and made less light. I went
into the room to be out of the way. I did not feel or .see my son go into the room with me. I ean't say if

he was with me in the room at the time, as 1 was not flunking of him. I don't think I elose 1 the door. I

had an ii\e in my hand. The axe was in the house. I think JJreon gave it to mo. Brecn went of his own
clecti(ni for Melvon/.ie. I knew ho was going for him—ho told mo. Tlioy came down and came into tho

house. They were talking witii their backs to the (iro ; they wore talking about lireen's wife. I rallier

think when [ came out lliit I saicl she was on hauil, and then struck. I might have said dead dogs tell no

talcs, but I think [ did not. After I struck Mclven/io, I saw my son on tho floor, but I think he came in

from outsido at tliat time ; wo searched his jMckets ; tlierc was nothing in tiiem I could lind. I'lio boy give
me llio key. I rather think thiit in tho tumbling over the key fell out. I did not know what key it was.

—

Xeithcr of us knew. T found no money in his )iockets. I jiut my han 1 in every pocket, because it was said

ho ahvaj-s carried XlOO to X150 about him. I have no doubt but my boy might have put his hands in his

jiocket. I did not feel any weakness. 1 might havo felt a little thro igh another. We threw the body into

the cellar ; it remained tlicrc until wc camo back from tho uiijior house ; it might bo about two hours ; I did

not .<peak to my son at nil
;
gave him no directions, lireen and I went pretty nmch together into tho upper

liouse. lireen showed mo the way. I rather think he stood liack. Wc o[)oned an inside doo^ before we saw
Mrs. McKen/.ie. Tho front (hior was ii])ci;ed. A\'o openiMl a door leading into a room, lireen stopped at tho

door. .Mrs. .Mcdven/.io ami Ijreen talked a few words about his wife coming before I went in ; I made some
remark to that ; 1 d >u't remember wliat ; there were four ehiMreu round her ; there was a lire in tho lire-

place ; Uroen and my son then catne in ; thoy could not do anything ; they wore not tit to do anytliing ; they

were so through one another anil frightened ; one; w.as as bad as another ; I soiirehod the house myself—
There was not much blood. Tlie boy looked at the cloek while I searched the iron chest. Tho key iitterl it.

AVliilo we were going up, tiio conversati<in between IJreen and me was about killing the woman and children.

I did not tell lireen to watch and kill any one who came along ; I gave no directions to my son ; my i^on

could nitt do it even if I told liim ; he told me -o after ; when I saw how they acted, I told tiieiu after that I

saw neither of them was of any use, or was fit for anvtiiing of the kind, and says I, I have it all on me, and
do neither of you over put j'our hand to anything of tlie like of it ; there was no ]iaper money, not oven a

dollar. Tho chest was full of books and papers; f threw them all out on the floor; 1 expect they were
burned. Wo went out, and staycil out some time, and return(!d again, and searched every place where wo
thoiiglit money could lie, as wo thought there niu-;t lio more money; wc found no more ; we then \ycnt to

the lower house ; 1 put lire jilenry in the bed. i\Iy son might have put firo in the bod, but there wa.s no
'casion ; I went down myself nnd got tiie body of Jlclvonzio up on the floor. Brecn put his hand"_to one

of tlic arms and heliied it up. I'rocn took some straw up with him to the u]iper house. I went into tiio

upper house and got a candle that was ligliting there. Tho straw was put at the door, and a lot of firewood

was piled upon it. I set firo to it myself.

The chililron wore all about the fire-place, around their mother. When I came back to the house fnun
tho fiidds. I heard .something like moans. I suspected what it was. I iitn sure thoy were all dead before

the iiouso was sot firo to. My son did not, to my knowledge, jiut any firo to tho straw. I.should not wonder
but my son was on Iho street somewhere al)out when wo set fire to it. Brecn heliied mo.

lireen brought away some butter ; wo had a carpet-bag and some bundles ; all tho traps were not very
heavy ; we all heljied to carry them.

Wiien we came home 1 did not notice whether Johnny got up. It was not more than twelve or one when
wo got houie ; my wife said neither aye nm- no to us ; asked us no questions ; she might havo had an opiinion

wlici'o we wore going that evening. I never told hor about it, for she never api)roved of such things. 1 did

not tell her whore [ Iiad iioen. 1 said I had put tilings through.

To a .furor.—.She miglit have forme I her own opinion. I made tho remark because it was the readiest at

the time.

When r gave my wife tho money slie hid it ; she did not got it that night ; it was on the table, and any of

the family might have taken some ; I know it would not be lost ; I gave Patrick the pocket-book ; there wa.s

nothing in it when I gave it to him ; when he gave it to me on Sunday there was nothing in it.

Tlie lioy \vouId disobey mo wlnui he got his own lilierty, he would 1)0 his own master, but I wcadd not allow

him. I sent him part of a year to school. Ho hired out and worked aliout ; ho wa.-- good to work ; ho worked
on the railroad. J think the yoimgcst boy, James, has as nmch wisdom and knowledge as I'atrick ; I snp-
] II ISC I'atrick did not know tho error of wli;it I was doing at McKon/.ie's. I supiioso, of course, ho loiew I was
doing wrong; but 1 know ho would not do it, anil could not be got to do it. 1 thought it was foolish of him
ti tlu'ow tho uunoy about tho road ; I showed the money myself tho night before. I don't think ho is as

wise, or has the same ideas as some boys of his ago.

Though wo went into tho woods we did not c mceal ourselves much, and I never had much ide.a of going
away, if wc had any idea of it wo might have Ijeen three hundred miles away. If we determined toclear,

wc could have cleared in spite of fate : we had time enough. We may havo talked of going but vo never
made up our mind to it. When lireen and I were in llic house with l/cet on the Thursday night, my son

camo in. Wo did not speak nmch to one another. I did not sjieak to him as my son.

To ilr. \Vctniore.— I saw him fumbling ralhcr about .Mclvonzic, and he might havo put his hand in h'\i

pockets. 1 shouldn't wonder but he put his hands in his pockets. Never told any one luu Brecn wiiat I
meant to do. I am just as well satislicd 1 did not escape, after having killed all of them. I would never
li.ive diaie any good aflcr making such a wreck, and 1 am satisfied 1 would have gone on and done worse. If

1 had known the error of every thing beti)ro as widl as I do, I would have been clear of it. 1 am just as well

satisfied to die. It would be impossible to describe what horror pervaded tho audience while he gave this

evidence in a strong dear voieo.

(ileorge Thom)U|ys employed attending to tho ironing of tho jirisoncrs. Tho prisoner at the bar has a fool-

ish kind of lauglrfnd smile that seemed strange. 1 tried to impress on him the awful nature of the position

he is in. The lioy Inis no education, says he was never at church, lie tried to say tin' Lord's jrayer, but
ho made a jumlile of it, so that it was nothing. When first 1 ironed him, he cried to ))reak his heart, but
tiinco 1 saw no serious impression yn him. One tiiuo ho said to me, " Why, they won't kill mo—I did no


