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OBSERVATIONS
' O N T H E

COMMERCE ;.

O F T H E

AMERICAN STATES
WITH ;..- -'^-

EUROPE AND THE WEST indies;

As a rudden revolution, an unprecedented cafe, a momentous
cbatige, the indep(!odence of America, has bewildered our

rearon and encouraged the wildeft fallies of imagination, fynems
have been preferred to experience, raOi theory to fuccefsful practice,

and the Navigation Ad itfelf, the guardian of the profperity of
Britain* lias been almoft abandoned by the levity or ignorance uf
thofe who have never ferioafly examined the fpirit or the con-
fequenceof ancient rules.

^
Our calmer refleftioni will foon dif-

cover, that fuch great facrifices are neither reqaifite nor expedient;
and the knowledge of the e:tport$ and imports of the American
Slates will afford as faAs and principles to afcertaia the value of
their uade, to forefce their true intereftand probable condaft, and
to choofe the wifeft mcafures (the wifefl are always the moft
fimple) for fecnrin|; and improving the benefits of a commercial
intercourfe with this foreign and independent nation. For it is ia
the light of a foreign country that America muA iiencefotward be
viewed } it is the fituatioc Oie herfclf has chofe:. by affertiog her
independence, and the whimfica! ditfinition of 3 ^>^^p|eyW gintrii,
is either a figure of rhetoric which «6nvc/s no a..i;i,,fl idea, or the
effort of cunning to unite at the fame time the ad» lotages of tw©
inconfiftent charafters. By alTerting their independence, the
Americans have renounced the privileges, as well as the duties, of
Britilh fubjeds. If in fome ioflanccs, as in the lofs of the carrying
trade, they feel the inconvenience of their choice, they can no
longer complain ; but if they are placed on the footing of the moft
favoured nation, they moft iurely applaud our liberality and friend-
Ihip, without expefting that, for their cmolament, we fitould
facrifice the navigation and the naval power of Great Britain. By
this fimple, if only temporary cxpedier... we ftiall efcape the
anknown mifchiefi of crude and precipitate fyftems, we (hall avoid
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