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In some pliiccs tlic shores w<'re coinplctcly covortHl ^nW\ a
stnitum of (loiul saliiioii, I'xIiHutJtiHl in iiscoiniiM;; tho riv.T, or

(k'stroyed :it tlu' fulls , the feti>l odor of wliicli ttiiiitotl the air.

It was uot until the travellers reached the heail-watcrs of !!)«

Portneuf that Xhay really found themselves in a region of abun-
d:inee. Here the buffalo were in immense herds ; and here thcv
remained for three days, slaying and cooking, and feasting, and
indemnifying themselves by an enormous carnival, for a ioni^

and hungry Lent. Their horses, too, found good pasturage,

and enjoyed a little rest after a severe spell of hard travelling.

Durn)g this period, two horsemen arrived at the camp, wiio

proved to be messengers sent express for supplies from Mon-
tero's party ; vvhicli had been sent to beat up the Crow country

and the lUack Hills, nd to winter on the Arkansas. They re-

ported that all was well with the party, but that they had not

been a])Ie to accomplish the whole of thoir mission, and were
still in the Crow country, where they should remain until joined

by Captain Boinieville in the spring. The captain retained the

messetigcis with him until the 17th of Novend)er, when, having

reached the caches on Hear River, and procured thence the re-

quired supplies, he sent them back to their party ; appointing

a rend<iZvous toward the last of June following, on the forks of

Wind River valley, in the Crow country'.

He now remained several days encamped near the cachea,

and having discovered a small band of Shoshonics in his neigli-

])orhood, purchased from them lodges, furs, and other :irticl( s

of winter comfort, and arranged with them to encamp together

during the winter.

riie place designed by the captain for the wintering ground
was t n the upper part of licvr River, some distance off. He
ik'layod approaching it as long as possii)le, in order to avoid

driving off the bnflfalo, which would l)e needed for winter pro-

visions. He aecordingly moved forward but slowly, merely as

the w.a: . of game and grass obliged liim to shift bis position,

'''lu' weath-T lia«l alread}' l»econie extremely cold, and the snow
i:iy to a considerabh' (h-pti(. To etiaide the horsi-s to carry as

nnich tlrie'" meat as possible, he caused a cache to be made, in

which all the baggatre that could be s|)ared was deposited.

This done, the party continued to move shjwjy t(»«rard their

winter (piarters,

'1 liry wer(! not doomed, howevei-. tio sulTer frr-ii scarcity

during the present wiiiter. 'I'lie pe<Hjil»' upon Sitake River

liaving eliast'd off the ImlTulo before ilu- snow l::id become
deep, iiuJjJeuae herds now came tiuopiuj^ over the uiouutuiub;


