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m are gypsum, at tlie Plaster

Iciitts, Victoria county, and at Petitoodiac, Westmoreland county,
Hillsboro", Albert County, etc. ; also lime and mai-ly shales in the last

Imentioned localities,

A luxuriant growth of wood is generally found upon soil derived from ^''rest growth

Ithcse rocks. White and black spruce, hemlock, white, yellow and black •'""ifwoSs*?'"'"

jbirches, two or three species of maple, which, with beech, usually form
Igrovcs, ai-e the commonest ti-ees on the uplands, and oeilar, hacmatac

lash, etc., on the low grounds.

The soils which overlie the Middle Carboniferous series are almost s„ii8 overiving

Iwholly derived from the disintegration of the grey sandstones and con- ftD^us s^'es*!""

Iglomerates below, and partake in a large degree of their coarse

IsiliciDus nature. The area occupied by them, which comprises fully

jontMhird of the province, is, generally speaking, Hat, with a gentle

jslope towards the (Julf of St. Lawrence. Low, wide undulations, having

lagenoi-al east and west coui-se, are met with over a large part of the iirea,

Ibiit more especially south of the Mii-amiciii River. The .soil is, for the

Imost part, deep, but often stony
; and when level, usually has a clayey

|liaiil-])aii forming the sub-soil upon which water lies, giving rise to peat

|boi;s.
• cai'ibou plaifis,'' or '' barrens." The best lands for agi-icultural

ipui'poses ai'o those met with along the banks of rivers already descrihed.

Jwhorc the natural drainage is sufficient to carry otf the surplus waters

Idue to precipitation. With a copious supply of lime, in which the soil

loverlying those rocks is ahno.st entirely deficient, together with organic

I

manures, it becomes excellent land for hay and grain. Several tracts

Imiirht be particularized, such as Nappan valle3'and Doaktown, in Nor-

Itkniliorland county ; St. Louis, Kichibucto and Buctouilic, in Kent;

Ithe Pctitcodiac valley in Westmoreland, etc.

Till' farms along the coast and around the estuaries in thisdistrict are.

lall things considered, much better adapted for general agricultural pur-

Iposes than those of the interior, as manures and fertilizers of ditferent

I
kinds aie to be obtained there, which are beyond the reach of flu-mers

|oc('n]iyiMg the latter. Oyster beds, forming what is called '"mussel iniiil."*'Mii?-eimiui."

|aii' I'or.iinon everywhere in the lagoons and creeks, and yield a

Iraatciial of highly enriching qualities for the heavier clay soils. The

hakiiicous skeletons of fish are often applied to the laud also with

L'reat .idvantage. Much benefit is afforded the drier gravelly soils, too,

I
bv,supplying them with quantities of vegetable matter from the wet

Jboijs ;ii\d swamps, more especially if it is tirst formed into a compost by

I

mixture with barn-yard manure.

But the principal cause of the sujierior quality of the lanil along the itraimigp.

jcoast ,Ttid river margins, within the Carboniferous district, lies in the

lliiet that it is better drained than that of the interior overlying

I 'lie ^ame formation. And here, it may be remarked that the

I (


