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M R. HARDY was bom in the little vil-

lage of Mount Pleasant—known to

the Post Office authorities as " Mohawk "

—

in what is now the county of Brant, On-

tario, on the 14th of December, 1837. His

father, Mr. Ru,ssell Hardy, a gentleman of

American lineage, cultivated a farm in the

village at that time, but subsequently re-

moved to Brantford, the county town, where

he engaged in commercial pursuits. Young
Arthur's childhood and early youth were

passed in Mount Pleasant, and it was there

that he received his first ediicational train-

ing. The local schools in the village enjoyed

a deservedly high reputation in those days,

and there was probably no other village in

Canada so well provided in that re.spect.

As a scholar, Arthur Hardy displayed much
quickness of perception, and an ardent de-

sire for knowledge. He was distinguished

above most of his fellow-scholars by his

fondness for, and proficiency in, elocution-

ary exercises. After his removal from

Mount Pleasant he attended school in

Brantford, and, later stiU, .spent several

terms at Rockwood Academy. Having

chosen the legal profession as his career in

life, he entered the office of his uncle, Mr.

Henry A. Hardy, of Brantford, and began

the study of the law. The last two years

of his clerkship were passed in the office of

Messrs. Patterson tfe Harrisor, in Toronto.

He was admitted as an attorney . in Trinity

Term, 1861, and he immediately afterwards

formed a partnership with his iincle, and
iMjgan the practice of his i)rofession in

Brantford. Four years later, in Easter

Term, 186.5, he vas called to the Bar, where
he soon began to take a prominent place.

For more than ten years before this time,

Mr. E. B. Wood, the pr&sent Chief-Justice

of Manitoba, had been the one man of real

weight and power at the Brantford Bar.

He was all-powerful with juries, and it may
almost be said that he could lead them
whithersoever he would. It is a simple

fact that, by the mere force of his advo-

cacy, he obtained many a verdict which
was not justified by the evidence. He was
personally known to almost every juryman
in the county. The infiuence exercised by
him was the legitimate outcome of a mas-

ter-mind and a determined will acting upon
weaker ones; and the weaker ones included

pretty nearly every man who came within

his purview. He knew and felt his power,

and was rather proud of it. Without any

premeditated intention .to be offensive, his

demeanour at the Bar, more especially to-

wards his local contemporaries, stmetimes

seemed to savour of patronage and supercil-

iousness. He att'ected the de, haul "m ban.

This demeanour had long been resented, in

a weak, desultory, inefiective fashion, by

the membere of the local Bar ; but it cannot

be said that his supremacy was ever dis-

puted with any approach to success until

Arthur Hardy entered the forensic arena.


