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EUTHANASIA

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, I wish to
present two petitions today. The first one is a petition on behalf
of the constituents of Simcoe Centre on the issue of euthanasia.

The petitioners request that current laws regarding active
euthanasia be enforced.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, the second
petition is requesting that the Government of Canada not amend
the Human Rights Act to include the phrase sexual orientation.
The petitioners are concerned about the undefined phrase sexual
orientation. There is a legitimate concern that such a broad term
could include all kinds of sexual behaviour.

CHILD SEX OFFENDERS

Ms. Colleen Beaumier (Brampton): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to present a petition submitted by one of my constitu-
ents, Miss Carole Horan, which calls for the government to
enact legislation which will enforce the long term incarceration
of child sex offenders.

In the short span of six months Miss Horan collected 6,176
signatures from concerned individuals across this country.
These Canadians are concerned with the safety and well-being
of their children. I join them in expressing their desire to ensure
that all children in Canada are protected from sex offenders.

EUTHANASIA

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford): Mr. Speaker, I have two petitions
to present this morning.

The first petition calls on Parliament to ensure that the present
provisions of the Criminal Code of Canada prohibiting assisted
suicide be enforced vigorously and that Parliament make no
changes in the law which would sanction or allow the aiding or
abetting of suicide or active or passive euthanasia. That petition
is signed by 215 constituents. :

LAP DANCING

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford): Mr. Speaker, the second petition
is signed by 649 constituents. It urges the Government of
Canada to ban lap dancing as understood and thereby stop
offensive and repugnant entertainment, control the spread of
sexism and check and/or help prevent the spread of the deadly
HIV-AIDS pandemic.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose): Mr. Speaker, under
Standing Order 36 I am pleased to present a petition from
constituents in and around the area of Bowden, Alberta in my
riding.

Government Orders

The petitioners pray and request that Parliament not amend
the human rights code or change the Canadian Human Rights
Act or the charter of rights and freedoms in any way which
would tend to indicate societal approval of same sex relation-
ships or of homosexuality, including amending the human rights
code to include in prohibited grounds of discrimination the
undefined phrase sexual orientation.
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[Translation]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons): Mr. Speaker, I
would ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Shall all questions stand?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation)

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND
GOVERNMENT SERVICES ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill
C-52, an act to establish the Department of Public Works and
Government Services and to amend and repeal certain acts, be
read the second time and referred to a committee.

The Deputy Speaker: The member for Québec—Est now has
the floor. I believe he still has about 30 minutes left. I am not
sure. If the member would begin, I will find out.

Mr. Jean-Paul Marchand (Québec-Est): Mr. Speaker, we
are now debating Bill C-52, the purpose of which is to set up a
new department, the Department of Public Works and Govern-
ment Services.

I will resume the comments I was making before Question
Period. To begin with, I would like to say that for several
months, especially during the summer, all the Bloc Quebecois
members have been sending letters to the Minister of Public
Works and Government Services asking him to inform them of
all the contracts awarded by the federal government in their
ridings, which is a perfectly normal request one would think
given that we are elected and want to keep an eye on the
government to make sure that it runs smoothly. Surprise,
surprise. The answers were negative in all cases. Across the
board, the Department of Public Works refused to give out any
information, saying that it was too costly.
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We were surprised by that action, but of course on second
thought we realize that the department is acting right from the
start with a lot of secrecy about government contracts. It is
becoming extremely difficult for us to get information on
federal contracts in public works.



